= P 


pfcriiencrrl 
Q F CHRIST, Et) 


OR, 
THE ROSE OF SHARON: @ 


oy 


[LY 


H$464$444634 64 


'- 


Shewing 38 

THE ART OF TAKINGx 
CHRIST AS THE ONELY S 
SOVERAIGN MEDICINE + 
q 

"I 


 _ 


OF A SIN-SICK SOVL, 


ACCOMMODATED BOTH®T 
for thoſe that are without, and 
for thoſe that are in Chriſt, 


Who are thereby inſtru&ted how they 
mult be fitted to apply Chrilt 
unto themſelves, 
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deerely beloved friends, The 
Inhabitants of ghe town 


of Stonehouſe. | 


- 


Grace, Mercy, Peace and com- 
fort from Jeſus Chriſt the moſt | 
precious and comfortable 

Roſe of Sharon. 


SEcing it hath pleaſed 
the Lord Chriſt firſt 
ro move meto ele 
this ſubje&t , and to 
ſpend my Meditations upon it, 
and good Chriſtians next again 


was yet teaching of it, before l 
could finiſh it, that it might be 
copied out, and communicated 
unto themſelves and others, 1 


—— - — 
To my much reſpected and 


i 


and again to deſire it, while 1| 


p 


could not well with a ſafe con- |: 


{cience| 


—_ 
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The E piſtle Dedicatory, 


ſcience detaine is- For if he that 
reſerves corn and will not ſpare 
itto thoſethat need it, be lyable 
roa * curſe. I might juſtly feare 
leſt I alſo keeping back the ſpi- 
rituall food of the ſoul-fatting 
word of God , when it is thus 
[earneſtly craved, ſhould incurre 
the ſame horrible danger of be- 
ing accurled. Better it was ther- 
fore and ſafer for me to expoſe 
my ſelf to a cenſure (which be- 
:ing a ſtranger and moſt inſufh- 
cient, I cannot well avoyd)then 
'toacurle. 

' And now for as much as| 
thoſe hungry ſouls have moved 
'me at laſt to impart it,as not da- 
Ting to deny it, I could do no 


fo then expreſſe my ſingular 


| WT Are for you, and great love, 


which 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 


| which I beare towards you, by 
ſparing the ſame ſpirituall ali- 
| monie unto you in ſpeciall, and 
| making you partners with 
| thoſe, who were ſerved firſt be- 
'  |cauſethey came firſt, and heard 
| me firſt, when I diſtributed and 
| divided the word of truth firſt, 
touching that moſt ſweet and | 
medicinall Roſe of Sharon Chriſt 
Teſw bleſſed for ever. | 
Nor may you be offended wth 
me for making you partners 
onely,and not ſole owners,for 

1. You looſe nothing by thar, 
havingas much as they. 

2. Beſides that ſweet Roſe, of 
the which Itreart here, is a Roſe | 
of the held, and not of a gar- 

clen, and therefore oughtnotto 
be encloſed, as garden Rofesare| = 
and 


| 


EU OI an 


| 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and reſerved by a few , but ra- 
ther as; common 'be. imparted 
unto many. And therefore it is 
my heartie vote, and the thirſt- 
ing deſire of my ſoul, that not 
you onely , and thole to whom 
I dedicate this book as joynt- 
partners with. you, but alſo all 
others , that ſhall reade it, may 
cake and own that moſt need- 
full and wholſome ſpiricuall 
food, the preaching I meane of 
Chriſt, the ſweet Rofe of Sha- 
708, and moſt nutritive bread 
of Life, who in thoſe Sermons 
made publike for the geod of 
all,is profered and tendered un- 
toall. 


Your loviho F riend 
and Minifter, 
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EXCELLNCY OF 
CHRIST, 


THE ROSE OF 
SHAR 0 N. 
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InBCY. I. 


That Chriſt is like a Roſe in Sharon 
field, Cant. 2. 1. 
| 


[1 am the Roſe of Sharon. ] 


WR Have beene long enamored 
AA with this moſt fragrant and 
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O- precious Scripture, behol- 


; Ah 727 2 DL, 4 

nary beauty and ſhining eminencie, & 

| | now my love breaketh our by this my 
k choice,becauſe I was not able ro keepe 


ding in it a more then ordi- 


B | it od 
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it in any loager, and Tdoe wiſh from 
thegery botrape of my hearr, that 
youallo, my Wy beloved , may 
affet the ſame - Wrue it is, that car- 
'nall love cannot endure a corrivall,and | 
tellow-lover, but che love wherewith 
I love this text is of another nature, 
ſpirituall, and not carnall, and there- | 
fore as Moſes ſaid once upon an other } 
occaſion, when Eldad and Medal pro: | 
pheſicd in the Campe, & 7oſuacnvied 
at them for Moſes ſake, would ro God 
thar all the Lords people were Pro- 
phets, Numb. 11,27, 28, 29. ſofſayl, 
would to God that all this people may 
not onely love this text with me, but 
alſo may chule and love him who is 
encloſed in ir, even Chriſt Teſus him- | 
{elfe, who as hee ſhineth with uncon- 
ceivable ſpendor above the bright- 
nefſe of the ſunne it ſelfe in heaven a-. 
bove, ſo likewiſe doth he even fpread 
and dart forth ſome rayes of his glori- 
ous beauty heere below in the moſt 
delicious garden of my text, where 
his moſt amiable perſon is moſt aptly 


aſſimilated to a roſe faire and ruddy, 
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| The excellency of Chriſt, | 
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os the 'Rose of Sharon. 3 


| by this moſt ſwcer expreſſion, I am 
the roſe of Sharon. | 

This whole ſong , whereof theſe 
words are bur a lirtle peece, is tran- 
ſcendental and myſtical}, compoſed by 
* Salomoz the wilcſt King ( ſo honored: 
and titled by the ſpiric of God ) and 
is moſt 2 aptly placed afrer the Proverbs 
Fj and Eccleſiaſtes, for whercas in the |* Nec v4 
Proverbs there is ſer forth and preſſed,|;;, _ 

the morall life of man, and in Eccleſs- | liber kic 
aftes the lifenaturall, ſubject ro vanity, | jen 

.|. * | the confideration whereof may aptly | operibus 
| moove a man to the life morall ; here | Solomons, 
inthis love-ſong is expreſſed the life SE 
contemplative, for the which Eccleſs- |ſuper.cant 
| {aftesunvailing and repreſenting to the | 
| | life, the vanity of the life naturall, and 
by that meanes weaning and aivorcing 
mans affe&tion from terreſtrialls , ma- 
| * |keth way ina myſterie; foras much as 3 
none is fit for contemplation, untill | | 
his mind be taken off from carthlineſle | 
and convinced of that nothingaeſle, 
which is in all things created under the 
ſunne. The matter of contemplation | 

|therin contained is Connubiall,touch- 
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c Vocatur 
enim ideo 
Canricum, 
quia eft 
ommbus 
canticis 
ſublimiugs, 
Gregor. 


The oc- 
caſiory of 
theſe . 
words. 
dConſcien« 
ria bonis 
referta 0« 
peribus. 
Bern. 

e Ad hoe 
reſpicere 
puto quod 
[ponſ/a de 
ſpar ſis 
leffulum 
floribus 
COmmens 
dat. Wc. 
Bern. fer, 
*47-ſuper. 
Cant. in 
Loc. 


'F 


\ 


"EEE 


| The exellency of Crit, | 


ing the myſtical! unionand communi- 


| on between Chrit the Celeſtial bride. 
\groome and the Church his ſpoule, 


ſer forth in a Þ dramarticall ſtile ſo ſub- 
lime and elegant, as that the whole 


rreatiſe might well be tiled The © ſong 
of ſongs which. is Salomons, who was a 
| King of Kings, as being more excel- 
lenc then all Kings, and moſt able ro 
compile a caaticle more high ahd lof- 
ty then all other ordinary. canticles, by 
reaſon of his moſt excellent wiſedom. 
The occaſion of the words, which (be- 


| ing the firſtpeece of rhe firſt mEver of 


the former parrof this biparcite Chap- 
rer, containing a mutualEcommendati 
on, inthe 1; 2, 3 verſes) I have ftnzled 


ſerve in the precedent chapter, yerle 
16. wherethe ſpouſc of Chriit having 
obtained her beloveds pretence, 12,13, 
14.uttcreth theſe words. Alſo our 
bedis greene, 4 beſtrawed as it were 


whereunto, © as S. Bernard aptly con- 
ceives, Chriſt heere takes her off from 
all felfe conceitedneſle , ſaying F ans 

tne 
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out from among the relt, you may 0d-! 


with flowers of grace; for anſwere| 


WY 


mm 


or the Rose of Sharon. 


the Roſe of Sharon, aS it he ſhould ſay : 
Bur chinke not, O my fiſter, and deare 
ſpouſe,rhat ſuch flowers of gracegrow 
in natures garden, arrogating them un. 
to thy ſelfe. No, but know that all 
that ſhining beaury and raviſhing ex- 
cellency, wherewith thou ſayeſt and 
ſecſt that thy bed,or hearr is crowned, 
is of mee, F am the Roſe of Sharon, in 
which words, two things are mainely 
conſiderable, 1. Their nature. 2. Their, 
parts. For the firſt, you ſee that for 
cheir Nature they are comparative,for 
Chriſt compareth himſclte ro a Roſe, 
and therefore wee will terme it a com- 
pariſon, and ſuch a one, as Lozicians 
call contracted, as being molt breife, 
without any large deduction after the 
manner of plcnarie reſemblances ſo 
called. 

2, And it conſiſts of two parts, or 
termes, as they terme the parts of a 
compariſon. The firſtrerme1s a per», 
ſon, which is here compared. Second- 
ly, a thing, unto which the perſon-is 
reſembled. 

\ x. The perſon compared is imply- 


B 3 ed 


f Origen. 
hom, 3.1n 
Cant T be+ 
odor. in 
los. Bern. 
in. Loc. 


' | Tremell.in 


loc. Thom- 
ſon in loc. 


2. 


{and not the Church as moſt f inrer- | 
preters new and old doe herein unani- 


MK 


_ 


| and whoſe name is 1 am, bee the I 
| heere, 


The excellency of Chriſt, *q 


edin the pronowne I, that 1s, I Chriſt, 


mouſly agree , and that rightly, for! 
modetty will nor ſuffer a meere man! 
trocall himſclfe thus, the Roſe of Shas- | 
r0nu., True it is, that the ſpouſe 1s cal-! 
lcd a lillie,as Chriſt i in this ſame verſe, | 
but ſhe doth not call her ſelfe ſo: for 
Chriſt himſclfe puts thar ſtile upon | 
her. Not 1, is amore fitter ſpeech for 
afinfull man in a matter of praiſe and | 
commendation, Gal. 2.20. andthere- 


fore let Chriſt, whois God and man, 


CCC CE 


2. « The thing unto which Chriſt 
compareth himlelfe, is a Roſe of Sha- 
ro] where firſt two things are ro bee 
underſtood, Secondly, two things are 
expreſſed. For the 1. the two to be 
underſtood are. x. Am, 2. like. 

1, Am, which being omitted in the 
originall, muſt neceſſarily bee under- 
ſtood, becauſe Chriſt nor onely was, 
and will be, but alſo in very deede is 
ſucharoſc, & tor the originall is indefi- 

nite | 
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} COMe next to be viewed, namely, | 


— 


or the Rose of Sharon. | 


nite, ſee Revel. 1.8. 7 am Alpha and 0- 
mega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith 
the Lord, which 1s, and which was, and | 
which is to come. 

2. Like] } am like a roſe: for wee 
muſt not thinke that Chriſt properly | 
isa roſe, tading and corruptible. No 
bur onely reſpectively or compata- 
rively, wherfore I ſaid that this ſpeech 
is a compariſon contracted, or tactte, 
becauſe the norte of fimilitude 15 omit- 
ted, | 

Secondly, the two things expreſſed 


1. The quid or ſubſtance, unto 
which Chriſt is reſembled. 

2. The quale, cr qualitie of thar 
ſubſtance. 

Firſt the ſubſtanceis a Roſe, or a 


both, and therefore Saint Hierom and 
thereſt of the Larine Fathers, & ſome 
h moderne tranſlators doe ſo tranſlate 


ding I muſt re!l you, that I for my part 
like your Engliſh tranſlation farre bet- 


empha- 


ter, as becing farre more ſignificant & _ 


I, 


—_ | | 
flower; for the 8 originall ſignifieth | N>xaNg 


h Luther 
in Bibl. 
Germ. 

So T reme- 


It, Iam the flower, which nor with {tan- | lius like 


wilc ren. 
ders the 
word, E- 


70ſa, 
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2. 


I Hierom. 


m Thom- 
ſon in Loc. 


| prizing and encloling the other too ; 


|£ 0ri2ex underſtands the Fewes, whom 


aSare to bee given hereafter. 


The excellency of (rift, 


cmpharicall then the other, yea com- 


for cvery role 1s a flower, whereas c- 
very flower is nota roſe. 

2. For qualitie, this roſc is ſaid to | 
beea roſe of Sharon or the ficld or 
plaine, or of a ficld called Sharon, for 
the i originall beares all theſe fignih- 
cations. 

rt. Of the field or plaine ] whereby 


God by his Prophets did husband, 
like a field, but others more aptly at- 
firme thar for ſome other very preg- 
nant conſiderations, which ſhall bee 
hereafcer declared, mention is made 
of the held. 2 of Sharon a ſpeciall field 
or region !firuated betweene the Ta- 
borine mount and the lake of Tyberias, 
and extending it ſclfe from Ceſareato 
Foppa, mentioned 1 Chron, 27. 29. 
Eſay 33-9. a ficld in which the ® fai- | 
reſt and moſt fragrant roſes were wont: 
ro grow, unto which Chriſt is pleaſed 
to reſemble himſelfe, for ſuch reaſons 


Hence thea ſprings up this faire and 
cordiall | 


——. 


— 


Or the Roſe of Sharan 


— 


cordiall lower, our of the moſt deli- 
cious garden of my text, I meane this 
Dot#trine, 

Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour is moſt like 
unto a zoodly ® roſe in Sharon field. 

For the proſccurion of whici point 
I will firſt produce ſundry grounds 
and reaſons of ir. 

2. Propound and reſolve ſome ne- 
ceſſary Querics. 

3. Preflie home divers profitable 
uſes, 

For the firſt, I aftirme that Chriſt is 
r1.Moft like unto a Roſe, partly by reaſon, 

I. Ofthoſle ſecret vertues which are 
in him, like unto thoſe of a Role, as is 
tobe ſhewed hereafter. 

IT. By reaſon of his blood- ſhed, 
which makes him as red as a Role, ſee 
E ſay 63.2. wherefore art thou red in thine 
apparell, and Rev. 19.13» And hee was 
cloathed with a veſture dipt in bloud. 

ITI. By reaſon ot his fragrancie,Pſal. 
45. 8. 

2, Hee 15 not onely like a roſe, but 
like a roſe 7» the field. | 

+1: Bzcauſe he ſuffered in the * field, 


with- 


py 


1 Vnder- 
{tand a red 
double 
roſe.as be- 
ing moſt 
faire and 
uſefull, & 
ſo more 
ſignificant 
then a 
common 
field roſe, 
for ſuch 
double ro- 
ſesand the 
faireſt in- 
deede did 
grow 11 
that field 
as Authors 
write; 

I. Proſes 
CHHLON, 
1.Branch 
1.Reaſon 


2.Reaſon 


"'y 


3 «Reaſon 


2 Branch 
1 Reaſon 


o Heb. 13. 
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2. 


3s 
p Bernard 
in Loc, 


3 Branch 
I. Reaſon 


2, Proſe 
cution, 
"F-'&a Quere 


Anſwer. 


T be excellency of Chriſt, 
without the gate, that he might be the 
patterne of ſufferours uſually dying in 
rhe neld, even as hee is the glory of cri- 
umphers. 

2, Becauſe hce is an open Saviour 
bringing common ſalvation, Fude 3. 

3. Chriſt compares himſclte to a 
roſe of the field as » one ſaith, to call 
forth his ſpouſe out of her bed of caſc | 
into the ficld ro fighr. 

3. He is like a roſe in Sharon field. 

x. By reaſon of his cxcellencie in ge- 
nerall, for there the moſt cxcellent 
roſes did grow, ſee Cant. 1.10. 


ſantneſle in ſpeciall, Car. 5. 16. 

3. Becauſe hce js ſprung up out of 
the moſt fervent 41love of God, as the 
roſes of Sharon ſpring out of the hotteſt 
ſoyle. 

If you aske mee whether God the 


not alſo be ſaid to be like a roſe in Sha- 
ron field. 

I anſwer , firſt in ſome ſence they | 
may be ſo reſembled, as namely ; they 
bealike faire & fragrant with Chriſt, for| 


| 


| 
2. By rcaſon of his ſurpaſſing plca- 


Father and God the Holy Ghoſt may | 


PINERD i _ theſe 
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or the Rose of Sharon. | 


theſe three are one (aith Saiat Toby, 1 Joh» 
5. 7. © One in Eſlence,and one in Attri- 
butcs, and therefore as the one is all 
faire, ſo the othcr two perſons muſt 
neeces be [o too. | 

2. Bur ina ſtricter ſence, as Chriſt is 
like a Roſe inregard of his bloudſhed, 
lo he isthe Roſe of Sharon ſingulariter 
& proprie, that is, ſingularly and pro- 
perly : for onely Chriſt who is the 
{ccond perſon in che Trinitie called the 
word incarnate ſhed his bloud, and in 
thatreſpect is as red as a Roſe, Reve, 
19. 13: 

2. It you demand whether a true be- 
leever may not alſo bee ſaid to bee like 
ſucha Roſe ? 

I anſwer , that derivedly and re- 
ſpeRively hee is a Roſe likewiſe , and 
may bee called ſo, as beeing all faire, 
Cant, 4. 7. but not ſuch a Roſe as 
Chriſt, who primarily, peculiarly, ori- 
ginally, and tranſcendently is onely 
ſuch a Roſe of Sharon, yea the Roſe 
 indeede, as being infinitely fairer then 
the ſonnes of men, Pſal. 45.2. And ha- 
ving troden the wineprefſe ef Gods wrath 


alone, 


—_ —— 


| 
| 
| 
| 2. Dnere 
| 
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alone, as it is written Eſay 63. 3. I have 
troden the winepreſſe alone, and of the 
people there was none with me , the ori- 
pinallis more emphaticali, for therein 
Chriſt ſpeakes of more then one people, 
in the plurall chat nor one man 2mong 
all people did helpe him, leaſt men 
ſhould conſtrue his words againſt his 
meaning, as it hee did onely ſpeake of 
the Jewiſh people, which did crucific 
him, and therefore were rather agents 
againſt him then patients with him, 
ſo that Pſe/lus and Lyra underſtanding 
the Church by this Roſe of Sharon 
muſt needs be miſtaken. 


The excellng of (miſt, 


| 


— 


md 


—__ A. Am 


- +% _ . - 
COTIroay Ag —w_— ww 
4 
PR_—_ 


= —— ww — Oo ome > Þ— w—ww 4a 6. iti ao. re. . oe RA (RA 
= 


or the Roe # $ baron. | 
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SECT. 2. 


— 


of Chriſts faireneſſe, uſefuleſſe, De- 


ſirableneſſe. 


Or application. Now as Roſes 
and flowers are good for the head, 
for the braine, for che heart, and for 
many things: ſo is the Roſe-like Do- 
Qrine or flower which this $ext affords 
200d and uſefull 
I. For the underſtanding of man to 
informe it. 
2. For the conſcience to ſatisfie and 
tO CONVINCE Its 
3. For the affetion or heart to 
moove Ir. 
4. For the will to incline it. 


Of theſe in order, 


Firſt, it is uſcfull for the underſtan- 
ding tohelpe ir, andtoinforme ir, and 
_ of 2. things. 

Of Chriſts faireneſle ; 2. uſeful-' 
nee; ; 3, defirablenelle. 


I. Ibe- 


3. Proſe= 
CHtEON, 

T he ap» 
plication 
of this 
poyre. 


| C hriſts 
farreneſſe 


i tYnde Ro- 
| yes 
{ propter 
pulcbritu. 
| dinem & 
ſuaven 0- 
| dorem U Cm 
neri ſaera 


fait (ale- 


pin. 
Thomſon 
272 loc. 


| u Pulcher 
admodum 


| fuiſts. 


titled ) ſers frth the beaury cf this 


more then I'able to expreſſe, for aſ- 


- | ſpeaking of a more then ordinary- | 


his Deity, or upon his Humanity. 


The excellen cy of C6 rſt, 


" Firſt] beginne with the firſt of theſe, 
to informe you of Chriſts admirable 


faireneſſe, foraſmuch as himſelfe com. | 


pares himſclferoa Roſe, which 1s one 
of the * faireſt lowers among all low- 
ers, yea to a Roſe of Sharon , which of 


all roſes are held to bee the moſt faire 


and fragrant, by reaſon of the ſunne. 
which ſhinerch ſo much upon that | 
ſoile, and heateth ir, and maketh the | 
roles proſper as Authors write of ir, 
ſee Pſal. 45. 2. How David in that 


ſong of loves ( for ſo that Pſalme is in- 


{weeteſt roſe, ſaying thou art fairer | 
then all the children of men , * yeathou | 
art exceedingly fairer then the chil- 
dren of men, For the originall impor- 
ceth ſo much and more too ; even 


much as the Holy Ghoſt doth even | 
ingeminare the ordinarie word heere, | 


beauty to make it more fignificant; 
and it muſt needs bee ſo, whether wee 
doerefle@theeyes of the minde upon 
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| ſoas that we may truely ſay of Chriſt 


or the Rove of Sharon. 
I. To beginne with his Deity, how 
can hee bur bee fairer then all the chil- 


dren of men, who is not onely a ſonne | 
, 
of man, bur alſo the naturall (onne of 


God, even God of God, andcoequall 
with God his farher, who as God 
himſelfe maketh all men, and all 
things faire that are faire, for the ſons | 
of men,and therefore muſt needs be H- 
finitly fairer then all ; for it is a true 
oround in Philoſophie that that thing 
tor whoſe ſake an other thing is thus 
qualified or ſuchand ſuch, muſt needs 
be more ſuch , and more fo qualified, 


that ſweetſt roſe of Sharon, that hee 1s 
not onely fairer then all men bur even 
Beauty ir ſelfe. | 

Il. As man lo he is moſt faire, firſt 
inregard of his ſoule, Col. 2. 9g. for in 
him dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the God.- 
head bodily, ſo that needs he muſt bee 
* void of finne and full of grace and 
therefore all faire. 

III. Chriſt is fairer then all the ſons 
of men in reſpeR of the exact beauti- 
fulneſſeand comly lincaments of his 
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T he. excellency of ('brift, 
body, whether wee looke upon it as it 
was in the ſtate of humiliation, or as 
now 1s 1n the ſtate of exaltation. 


Firſt inthe ſtare of 4umiliation : for all 
deformities of the body proceede ori- 


therefore Chriſt being excmped from 
th2one,muſt needs be far too from the 
other, as in his minde ſo in his body, 
whoſeglorious & moſt excellent beau- 
ty even? Lentulus a Roma inhis Epiſtle 
to Tiberins the Romane Emperouy de- 
{cribeth afcer his manner; that hee was 
aman goodly to behold, having a re- 
verent countenance, his ſtature ſome 
what tall; his bave after the colour 
of the ripe hazelnut, from his cares! 
downeward ſomewhart curled, parting | 
itiel}fe in the middeſt of the head, and | 


ner of the Nazarites; his face withour 
wrincle mixed with moderate red ; his 
beard ſomewhat copious, tender, and 
divided at the chin ; his eyes gray,vari- 
ous 8& cleere; but what need we goe ſo 

farreasto alledge the Roman writers, 
having a farre more-ample and ſurer 
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L i or the Roſe of Sharos, 


beauty nearer home,evenin this ſame 
ſweeteſt love-Song, out of which my 
text is taken, the words are theſe. My 
beloved s white and ruddy , the chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand ; his head ts &s the 
moſt fine gold, his locks are buſhie and 
blacke as araven ; his ties are as the eves 
of doves by the river of water waſhed 
with milke, and fitly ſet , hu cheekes are 
asa bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers , his 
lips like Lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling 
| myrrhe ; his hands are 46 ny ſet 
with the Beryll ; his belly is as bright 
1vory overlaid with ſaphires ; his legs are 
as pillars of marble ſet npon ſockets of 
fine gold , his countenance is 4s Lebanon, 
excellent as the Cedars ; his month « moſt 
|/[weet, yea he ts altogether lovely. This is 

my belgved, and this is my friend O daugh- 
ters of Ieruſalem. Now I am not igno- 
rant of that ſenſe which ſome pur up- 
on theſe words, underſtanding them 
* [altogether of Chrifts ſpirituall and in- 
ward beauty, and I doe willingly al- 
ſent unto themin this, that that faire- 
nefle is * chiefly meant: But yet I hope 
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The excellencyof Chriſt h 
I ſhall be ſuffered to extend the —_ 


neſfle of ſo rare an expreſſion to his 


bodyalſo inſome ſort, even fo farre|| 
forth as toconceive that his body alfo 
muſt needs be paſſing faire, .as well 
as his ſoule, even by xextue of this de- 
ſcription, which his faire Spouſe ends 
with this Epiphonema ; or ſententious 
clole: Hee ts altogether lovely , or 
throughout and\wholly lovely, or de- 
letable, forſomuch the * original 
doth more {ignificantly import; he is 
throughout and wholly lovely faith 
ſhe, whereuponit followeth neceflari- 
ly,that his body muſt be ſo lovely too: 
tor elſe it cannot be ſaid that he is 


| wholly lovely, and throughout dele- 


table , and hence it is,asI conceive, 


| that Tremellizs who hath been a Jew 


converted, .being-moſt expert in the 
holy language doth underitand many 
paſſages in this deſcription literally, 


| and not heonly, but othersalſo, who. 


yetin many things are very myfticall. 
It-itbe objected that in-Efa.53.2,3. 
heis ſaid to;have neither forme, -nor 
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I anſwer firſt with Saint Hiereme, 
that the Prophet ſpeaks ſo of Chriſt, 


| as he was abaſed and abuſed upon the 
| crofle, and before, when Plat brought 
| him forth, and uttered theſe —_ 


Ecce homo, Behold « man. ;, and Iadde, 
that in regard of ſome he is faid to 
have no * _conly becauſe they then 
could not, nor would not ſee any ſuch 
beauty in him; for otlierwiſe the god- 


|lyſee comlinefle enough in him, as I 


noted before out of the 45. Pſal. 2. 
Thou art fairer then the children of men, 
on which words one of the 4 ancient 
paraphraſts moſt ſweetly : Y ts 5 who 
beleeve, the heavenly bridegroome ſeems 
tobe every way moſt faire ; faire in hea- 
ven, faire on earth, faire in the wombe, 
faire in his mothers armes, faire in his 
miracles, faire in his ſtripes, faire upon his 
croſſe, faire in his very grave. 

2. Buteſpecially in the ſtate of Ex- 
altation, his body muſt needs be fairer 
then the ſons of men : for if the face of 
| Moſes did ſbine ſo, after he had been 
with God upon the mount, where no- 
thing bur lightening and thundering 
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was to be expected, how muſt needs 
the precious body of the ſon of God 
now ſhine with incomprehenſible 
ſplendor, being next to Gods owne 
right hand in that holy hill above, 
where there is nothing but light; and 
blifſe,brightneſſe, and bleſledneſle to 
be enjoyed foreverandever.See Pl. 
3.20, How therefore that holy and 
blefled Apoſtle cals his body « glori- 
ons body, * or, a body of his glory, which 
is more, according tothe originall, as 
if he ſhould fay, a body all full, or 
made of glory , and of his glory, 
which is the glory of the only begot- 
ren ſon of God, whoſe bright.ſhining 
Deity doth fo illuſtrate, clarifie, and 
glorifie all his body, as that every part 
and memberoft it muſt needs be 1nfi- 
nitely more reſplendent and bright 
chen that of the ſun, which yet isfarre 
more gliſtering and glorious then the 
burniſhed gold of Ophir ; Andthere- 


| tore, O my ſoule,doe thouelevate and 
[lift up thy ſelfe above thy ſelfe, and | 


conſider this raviſhing and tranſcen- 
dent beauty of thy moſt deare and 


glorious 
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ture under the ſun may be fairer and 
dearer in thine eies then he, who is 
fairer then all, 

2. Thisinformes us of Chriſts uſc- 
fulneſſe. Secing he compares himſelte 


dicinall it is all men know in ſome 
ſort ; but Phyſicians, and ſuch as have 
any $kill in herbs know it in an eſpeci- 
all manner, There is ſcarce any herb 
or flower to be named, which forits 
vertue and uſefulnefle goes beyond 
it. Now Chriſt is like it, as he faith 
himſelfe, yea tranſcendently more 
medicinall and uſefull then it : For he 
can heale all our inward and outward, 
ſpirituall and corporall diſeaſes, Pſal. 
103. when Roſes though never fo 
faire and good , yet cannot cure ſo 
muchas one fin, which isa moſt dan- 
gerous gangrene and leprofie of the 
poore ſoule. And therefore O that 


ſenſible of ſogreat a worth and inefti- 
mable good, as is to be had in ſo pou 
ous a Roſe, as Jeſus Chriſt is, bleſſed 
C3 


glorious Saviour, ſo as that no crea-| 
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The excellency of Chriſk. | 


( for ever ! and 6 that they did bur 
| weighit, and firmely beleeveit ; for 
chen they could not, nor would neg- 
[eto great ſalvation. 

2. And muſt not Chriſt be very de- 
ſirable, ſeeing he compareth himſelte 
to a Roſe(which isas deſirable aflower | 
as any)both tor her fairenefle,and uſe. 
fulneſſe formerly mentioned. See 
lohn 1.47. how deſit ous therefore Na- 
| :haxiell was toſee him ; and Lake. rg. 4. | 
how Zachews climbed upon atree to 
looke downe upon him that was high- 
erthen the heavens , and it was the 
chiefeſt of Saint Awftines three wiſhes, 
that he might have ſeen Chrift in the 
fleſh, whom he now beholdeth in glo- 
ry. And therefore, Othat men were 
but wiſe,and had eyes to ſee,andeares 
to heare ! for then would they reſort, 
and flocke from all parts ro eſs 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon, to heare his 
voice with gladnefſe, and to ſee his 
faireneſſe,and to tafte of his goodnes; 
yea then would they out of fome cx- 
perience doubtleſſe fay with hisdaire 
ſpouſe, Cant.5.16. His month is moſt | 
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or #he Roſe of Sharon. 


ſmeer,yea he 15 altogether lovely * or deſi- 
rable. 


Satisfattion for the Conſcienses of 
Chriſt; people. 


I. His faire flower, and moſt 
uſefull point is good for the 
conſcience two wayes, 


1. Itwill ſerve to ſatisfie the Con- 
ſcience of thoſe men who would faine 
know whethrr Chriſt is in them or ns : 
For they may know it now by ſuch 
marks and fſignes as may be derived 
from this preſent compariſon ; our 
Saviour you ſee aflimilates and re- 
_— himſclfeto aroſe , and there- | 
ore, 


ſas Chrift, may knowit by the »1ght:- 
nefre of bis purging Yerrue, If one take 
but fading Damask-Roſes conſerved, 


they will purge and cleanſe the body, | 


you know ; much more doth Chriſt 
_w C 4 the 
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the ſoule, that moſt medicinall Roſe 
of Sharon, whoſe words falling from 
him like leaves of Roſes, and bein 
taken inwardly,did once fo purifie his 
beſt beloved diſciple, as that nothing 
inthis whole world could make them 
cleaner ; for ſo faith Chrift himſelfe, 
lohn 15.3. Now ye are cleane through the 
word which T have ſpoken unto you ; and 
hence is that Apoftolicall concluſion, 
Gal.5.24.And they that are Chriſts, have 
crucified the fleſh with the affettions and 
laſts thereof. 

But I now not what here will be ob- 
jected by aſcrupulous Chriſtian, ſay- 
ing, Then I feare that I am none of 
Chriſts, becauſe I am not ableto ſay 


(ſo, that I am thus cleanſed, and that I 


have thus crucified the fleſh ; for as 


'much.as I am ſo peſtered till with 


to my confuſion, 
For Anſwer, whereunto I muſttell 


you, that when we affirmethat Chriſt 
| doth 


abundance of filthy and corrupt hu- | 
[mors, which ſeem ever to fill up my 
(poore ſoule, yea and breake out now 
land then in my lite and converſation 
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dath purge out f1n, and that they that 
are Chrifts haye crucified the fleſh, 
| We muft not be ſo underſtood, as if 
| Chrift did take away fin quite, and that 
they that are his, are without ſin, No, 
| for if we ſay we haveno ſin, wedeceive 
| our ſelves,axd the truth i not in faith 
'S.John, and he that thinketh he liveth 
without ſin,doth ngt avoid ſin,but rather 
excludes all pardon, ſaith S. Auſtin;and 
you know your ſelves how between 
the very rocks ſome weeds do uſually 
grow and ſpring up, which may teach 
us,.that though a man be inthe rocke- 
Chrift, and Chriftin him, yetſome | 
weeds of fin may illbe ſeenin his lite 
and converſation, as Paul teſtifies of 
himſelfe, that even in the eſtate of his 
regeneration, Sin did dwel in him, Rom. 

7.20. | 25 

In what ſenſe then is a 'man in 
Chrift ſaid tobe purged from fin, and 
to have crucified fin ? 

I anſwer, firſt, when Sn is reſiſted, 
Gal. 5.17. For the fleſh luſteth againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and 
theſt are contrary the one to the other. 
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| Theexcelency of Chriſt, 


fin,and fo to ſtudy to be pure. 

2. When $i» 15 hated, Rom. 7. 15. 
Pſal.11g. 104. like an enemy, who1ova- 
ding a people that defires rolive quiet 
and unmolefted, is deteſted of all the 
countrey. 

. 3. Whenit is »ot uſually prattifed,as 
itis written, Whoſocver is borne of God, 


make a trade, or »ſuall praiſe of fin, 
as learned Interpreters expound that 
hardand difficult ſentence ; and the 
reaſon of it is, becauſe his ſeedremai- 
#eth in him, ſaith the Apoftle there, 
that is, ' the word of promiſe, as ſome 
fay,or the ® principlesf externall perſe- 
verance,orthe” ſpirit of Chriſt,as others 
take it, becauſe Chriſt h1mſelfe hath 
ſaid, that he ſhall 4b:4e with ws, and in 


|, and that for ever, 1ohn 14. 16,17. 


So as that fin cannot poſſibly live nor 
enthrone it ſelte there, where he is 
thus reſident; but rather muſt be wea- 
kened, and die, anddecay more and 
more, and become unable to doe the 
hart which it did once in himin the 


| ſtare 
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doth not commit ſia, that is,he doth not 


 [Notto fin,is co ſtir againſt , and reſiſt 
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/ |ftateof unregeneracy, and doth Kill | 
i in others, who are yet enſlaved by it. 
© 2? ©<[® Saint Cyprias compares {in and Satan | 2 ©9114. 
with his angels in this reſpe&t moft | 77 
aptly to ſcorpions and ſerpents, who | 
being precipitated into the water, can 
doe no hurt there; for ſo they can doe |} 
no datnage, neither much lefle de-/ 
ftroy ſuch as are regenerated by the | 
Spirit of God, who is like to the wa- 
ter;and remaineth in the regenerate, | 
that ſuch ſcorpions or ſerpents may 
not prove hurttull. nor deadly unto 
them, nor have dominion over them. 
9. But here it may be you will | 2ef+ 
reply, that though you may eaſily 
know you doe not live in the uſuall 
and outward praCtiſe of any ſin, yet 
you know not what to make or to 
thinke of izward ſinfull motions, whe- 
ther you doe not inwardly practiſe 
one fin or other, for many ſuch moti- 
ons, becauſe they doe not breake out, 
bur both ariſe and die within, .can 
hardly bee diſcerned, when they| 
prevaile, and when not : how ſhall one 
| know ſay you , that ſuch inward evill 
motions 
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motions doe not preyaile within , 
though they doe not manifeſt them- 


| ſelves in ourlives without us > 


For Anſwer, whereuntolI muſt tell 
you in the firft place, that moſt cer- 
tainly this caſe which here is propoun- 
ded is very difficult ; and thereforel 
deſire the all wiſe, and all-gracious 
God ſo to enlighten my minde with 
the rayes and beames of his holy Spi- 
rit,as that I may be able to reſolve you 
as I ought.according to the rule of his 
holy and heavenly oracles, and ever- 
blefled word of truth. 

2, I muſt and will diſtinguiſh be- 
tween thoughts fying,and ſtaying ,im- 
maxent, and tranſient , the one, that is, 
tranſient or flying, We ſhall never be 
able foto know,as that we ſhall be able 
fully to reſolve our ſelves, whether or 
when we doe prevaile againſt them , 
for of ſuchit may be truly ſaid, Who 
canwnderſtand his errors, Pſal.19.12. If 
we firſt miſlike them in generall ; ſo 
as that they be not dile#a peccata, or 
beloved ſins, thoughthey be our Del;- 
a,or unavoydable faults. 2. And with 


all 
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with holy David, Pſal.19.12. cleanſe 
thou me th my ſearet ſins , then muſt 
wereſt therewith contented, and' fa- 
tiſfied, as Paulin the like caſe, whom 
the Lord, upon his earneft ſute for his 
freedome and exemption from the 
pricke in the fleſh, gave no other an- 


thee,2 Co0r.12.9. | 

2. But whether the other fort of 
thoughts, and inward evill motions, 
which we call immanent and ſtaying 
for ſome time, doe prevaile, or not 
againſt us, that we may know by theſe 
enſuing evidences. 

1, When we doe nt regard them, 
while they ftay with us, according to 
holy Davids moſt gracious ſpeech, 
Pſal.66. 18. If 1 regard iniquity in my 
heart ; that is, when we doe not ho- 
nourthem : forſo much the originall 
doth inaport, but {leightand vilifie or 
deſpiſe them, like a ftranger rhat in- 
trudes upon us ; and thereforeisnot 
eſteemed, nor made muchof, but ra- 


ther to be farrher off, 
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2. When we take no ſuch delight in 
them, as Non- beleevers doe in many 
ofthem,; and as one that looketh on a 
woman with deleQqation, lufting after 
herin his heart, Mat. 5.28. forſo much 
theſame originall word implyech. 

3. Whea they leave us upon ſuch 
tearmes as theſe , or after this man- 
nNET. 


likea thiefe, that flieth whea he per- 

ceiveth that he 1s diſcoveredand ta- 

ken notice of when he comes to fteale.' 
2. Oratter they have been migh- 


tily oppoſed, and ftruggled wirthall by |} 


the force of faith, x Per.5.9. applying 
the word of promiſe, and by the 
mighty power of prayer, Eph.6.12,13, 
18. 1am.4.7. 


Where zoe by the way,thata finfull | 


motion may make a longer ſtay ina 


| man inhabited by Chrift, theninan 


other,who is poſſefed and beſlaved of 
the devill, becauſe it meets with 
more oppoſition ; whereas the devils 
vaſſuls, whether they be hypocrites or 
prophane Eſauites , yeeld quickly to 


—  —{ ——_ 


ſundry 


i. After they be eſdicd and ” woted, | 


ko 


| | or the Reſeof Sharon. 


ſundry pleaſing and profitable moti- 
{ons ; thongh they be neverſo bad and 
|entertainitrhem, though they breake 
notout forrhe preſent, whereupon it 
comes topaſſe that Satan leaves them 
ſeeing themſecretlyto give way even 
to his firſt motions : So as that he 
needs not to prefle them more, as he 
is forced to urge, and often to afſaulr 
and to reafſault the beleeving ſoule, 
wherein Chrift dwels, Zpheſ.3. 17. 
Like a Generall, or war-making King, 
whowill tarry longeſt where G ISre- 
fiſted moft : And leave that place 
ſooneſt, where he is leaſt oppoſed; be- 
cauſe he ſeeth that he needs not much 
to infeft or batter that fort which 
|yeelds and furrenders it{elteupon his 
very firft ſummons, without any great 
deliberation or relucancy. 

9. If youreplie, it ſhould ſeeme 
then that ſuch as are without Chritt, 
(may and doe make ſome refiftance 
too ſometimes againft evill motions, 

I Anſwer yes, by vertue of that 
power of the ſoule, which by the lear- 

 [nedis called*ou/livnors 5 but it is ſo weak , 


Pe C_T 


" 


Leſt. 
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— utc 


| asthatit cannot laft long, but. js and 
| muſt needs be vanquiſhed quickly, be- 


The excellency of Cbrift, 


cauſe Satan who uſually ſuggeſts and 
followeth evill motions moſt violent- 
ly,is ſtronger then that naturall power 
of Conſcience ; and therefore they 
a e ſaid to be overcome for all this 2 
Pet.2.19.and to be led captive by the de-| 
vill at his will, 2 Tim.2.26, 

3. When they zelinquifh us, after 
they have been condemned, reproved 
and well checkt for their oyer-bold 
obtruſion and ſtealing in upon us, like 
Rogues and vagabonds who are taken 
up, and well whipt for their comming 
intoa well governed Towne or City. 
See P/al.42.11. how David there cor- 
recs his turbulent thoughts, and 
finds fault with his owne ſoule for let- 
ting them paſſe freely ; ſaying, 0 my 
Soule, why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? or why makeft thou ſuch a #o/ſe, 
or artſo /oad, raiſing thoughtsas loud 
and boiſterous as the waues of the ſea, 
when it is tetnpeftuous. 


' 4. When the Conſcience is calme,| 
quiet and cheerfull, or well comforted: 


afrer 
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| or the Roſe of Sharon. 


after they be gone. Like a countrey, 
that having been much infeſted by a 
forraine enemy, finds it ſclie on a ſud- 
den delivered from ſuch a hoſtile in- 
vaſion, Sec Pſal.42. 1x. how Davids 
heart at laft did even dance, as it were 
for joy after that reſiſtance which he 
made againſt the cominotions and 
boiſterous thoughts of his troubled 
and perplexed ſoule ; laying, Hope thou 
in God for I ſhall yet rr _ who u« the 
health of my coumenance,and my God 
But may not an incredulous 
perſon find his heart quiet too when 
evill thoughts are paft away ? 
I anſwer, yes,but then there is much 
difference, and diſcrepancie between 
the calmneſſe of that happy ſoule 
which Chriſt inhabiteth, and thar 


Def 


Solat. 


which he inhabiterh not. 

9. Whatdiftercnce ? 

Anſwer 1. The one, Imeane the 
unbelecying, may be quiet not know- 
ing wherefore ; but rhe other he can 
rell,if he be asked, thatit is upon his 
manly refiftance and oppolitiou, 


Leſt. 
Solat, 


1.difference 


rt he made againſt fintall mori. 
D , ons, 


_ 
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ons, of which his owne conſcience 
beares him witnefſe , that he did nei- 
ther love thein nor like chem, Pal, 
c19+-104.asthe unbeleever doth, who 
finds much * ſweernefle in rhem. 
Whereupon it followeth that the qui- 
ernefle of the former, or the one, is 
but carxall ſecuritie, and the calmnes 
theother,a gracious and grounded Tran- 
quillity. | 

2. Theuubeleeving may be quiet, 
becauſe other theughts concerning 
his temporall aftaires, and imploy- 
[ments may interrupt evill motions, 
and take up his mind in ſuch a man- 
-agcas that he cannot thinke upon the 
tHncs,and danger of fuch motions,and 
ſo conſequently neither is, nor cat be 
troubled about them; bur chat bleſſed 
{oule, which Chriſt inh2birs , isnort ſo 
wholly poflefied and drawne away 
with the cares and thoughts of this 
lite ; butthatir reflefs withall upon 
the inordinatenefle of ſuch evill mo- 
tions,as make ſome ſtay inthe minde; 


[notwithſtanding , is well comfor- 


red in God, who did fend it a 
M moſt 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 
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moſt happie deliverance. See Rom. 

7-24 Sh, 

5. We may know that we doe pre- 
vaile againſt ſuchevill motions, when, 
being tried and provoked afterward, 
we can ſtand our like a Rocke unmova- 
ble, and smpenetrable, and doe not as 
we would do, if it wete not for Chrifts 
dwelling in us by his holy and blefied 
Spirit, Gal.5.17. wherein ſuch graci- 

ous ſoules mainly differ from all un- 

beleeving perſons,who being withant 

Chrift, thoughthey may keepin, and 

ſeeme to have overcome their evill 
motions, yet will be ever ready to dil- 

cover themſelves in time of tryall, 

and provocation ; forthey are but lice 

Leopards chained and kept in a den, 
who being let looſe, and meetiug 

witha prey, will maniteſt the cruelty 
of their natures forthwirh. See er. 13. 

23. So as that thereby we may eaſily 

conceive how fitly alſo, even then, 

when they doe nor breake our, they 

are reſembled to an Over heated by the 
Baker, Hoſe 3.4. that is,the devill, who 


is the baker that heats their hearts 


—— 
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ſoas that, like an oven ſtopped, they 

are ſo much the hotter within ; their 
hearts doe eyen burne. with envy or! 
pride,and wrath,and luſt,and the love 
of money. | 
6 Eviczce, | 6. VVe may underſtand that evill 
motions reigne not in us,though they 
rage when we doe /awent them after 
we hare been foiled and vanquiſhed 

by them at any time, giving way to 
them, and taking pleaſure in anyot 
them againſt the itudy, bent, and 
purpoſe of our hearts : Like Tamar, 
who though ſhe had loſt her virginity, 

being forced by herbrother Ammon ; 

but ſecretly and cloſely in a cloſe 
roome 3; yet did afterward moſt la- 
mentably bewaile and bemoane the 
ſame. See Rom. 7.23,24.how the Apo- 
| tle himſelfe, who being forced, like 
\ £19.12, | Tamar, and broughtinto Captivity to 
moos * | the Lawof Sin, by fin dwelling in him, 
and prevailing now and then againſt. 
himin his mind and ſoule,did bemoan 
himſelte, ſaying ; 0 wrerched man that | . 
Iam, who ſhall delwver me from the body |- 

of this dcath ? and how he did prevaile | 


| for : 


"> CS 
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| or the Roſe of Sharon. 


for all this, and was reſpeCtively deli. 
vered, as he implyeth inthe words 
following : 1thanke God throuzh leſws 
Chriſt our Lord. So then with the 
mind ; that is, the part regenerate,l 
my ſelte ſerve the Law of God, but 
with the fleſh; that is,the part unrege- 


| nerate, the Lay of Sin. 


2. Thoſe that have Chriſt in their 
hearts traly, may Know it by the very 
ſmell and ſweeteſt fragrancy,which he 
ſendsforth out of the heart into every 


that their thoughts muſt needs even 
ſmell as itwere of Chriſt, moſt ſweet- 
ly,and their words likewiſe, and workes 
muſt be moſt pleaſant, gracious, and 
ſavoury : For it there be but corrupti- 
ble and withering roſes in a cloſe 
roome, you know how ſweetly and 
ſtrongly all chat roome doth ſmellof 


on us on ren 2... At ES. OS £26.03. 4a. 


roſes;how much more muſt the hearts 
\and the lives of thoſe be moſt ſweet, 
and fragrant , who have and car. 
ry within them the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelfe, thatſweeteſt roſe of Shavoy, 
whoſe garments ſmell all of Myrrh and 
by D 2 Aloes, 


| 


partand member of the body. So as | 
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reſplendent = like ſhining burniſht 


| precious ſoules of all Chriſts belee- 


Aloes,aud Caſſia, Pſal.45.8. VVhen Po- 
lycarpus was to be ſacrificed unto the 
Lord by fire, by the hands of his 
moſt bloudy perſecutors ( who not 
beejngable to burne him, becauſe the 
fire would not touch him, did at laſt 
kill him with the ſword, as he was 
ſtanding in the midſt of the fire, all 


gold) his body did ſend forth ſuchan 
odoriferous aud ſweet favour, as they 
of Smyrna record it in an Fpiftle of 
theirs,as if it had been perfumed with 
incenſe, or ſome other fragrant and 
aromaticall Eſſence. Now though| 
every other ordinary Chriſtians body 

doe not yeeld ſucha miraculous odor, | 
yet you may read as much in effect of) 
a moſt gracious perfume, which the 


ving members, his myfticall Spouſe, 
doe ſend forth in a moft ſweet and! 

leaſant manner, Carr. 3.6. Who # this 
that commeth out of th: wilderneſſe, like| 
pillars of ſmuoake, perfumed with myrrhe | 
and frankincenſe, with all the powders of | 
the Merchants ? Marke , Who js this] 
| faith | 
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or tbe Roſe of Sharon. 


ſaith Chriſt; 'the cceleſtiall bride- 
groome of his faire Spouſe, the 
Church, and her members, That com- 


meth out of the wilderneſſe) that is, 


out of thisworld, which is like a wil- 
dernefſe.) Like pillars of ſmoake] that 
is, having an aſpiring and aſcending 
mind. Perfumed with myrrhe and fran- 
kincenſe, and with all the powders of the 
Marchant]thatis, being pertumed,and 
ſweetned with all the moſt fragrant 
and ſweet ſmelling graces of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, who being the Merchant 
here ſpoken of, doth ſopertume and 


grace the ſame. 


3 40 | The excellency of ChriÞ, = 


jy NY 


—_ ” 


SECT. 4+. 


Convittion for ſuch a want Chriſt. 


. 2. His point may ſerve to cor- 
oe | | Lab the Conſciences of all car- 
eo convicg. | Ball, civill, and hypocriticall men and 

*nce. | women, that Chriſt is notin them:For 
| Chriſt is like 4 Roſe, whereſoevyer heis, 
yeelding a moſt ſweet and fragrant 
ſent; but they doe even ſtznuke by rea- ! 
ſon of their abominable thoughts, 
words, and deeds ; Like the ſnuffe of 
an extind candle,as the Apoftle doth 
moſtaptly deſcribe them, Te. x. 15.at- 
firming that ſuch 4s are wnbeleevers, arc 
alſo abominable, or execrable, odious, 
Bcxts7, | and ſtinking-perſons, as the * originall | 


| 4.e male 0: 


| plainly ſheweth. Say therefore , or 
l-mirs, a = : | 
Cxiaer, thinke what you will of your eſtates, K 
4c fee: you that are fo bad; I muſt needs tell 
a, you to your faces, that Chriſt isnotin 


you: Forit Chrift did inhabit in you, - ; 
your thoughts, words, and workes, | 
would be as ſweet and fayoryas Chriſt 
aw 


| 


—_—_ 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


is, that moſt ſweet and fragrant roſe of 
Shardn , but now thy words and works, 
O thou prophane Eſauite , are de- 
teſtable; and though thou hypocrite, 
and civill honeft man make a faire 
ſhew without, and profeſſe much, yer 
are thy very inward parts , reſerved 


mmm} and cloſeſt thoughts 


moſt execrable;for they ſmell altoge- 
ther and ftinke of helliſh pride, and 
devilliſh envy , of filthy lufts, and 
dunghill covetouſnefſe ; and there- 
fore who will beleeve any of you, that 
Chriſt that isin you? you yourſelves 
will never beleevea man , though he 
ſhould ſweare that there arc roſes in 
his cloſet or cheft, if when he openeth 
it,you ſmell in ſtead of roſes nothing 
but dung and ſtinking carrion. Now 
this is juſt your caſe, O ye carnall, ci- 
vill and hypocriticall men and wo- 
men ; you may thinke or ſay Chriſt is 
in you, and ſoconſequently, that you 


have ſaving faith in Chrift ; but when; 


youdoe bur open your mouthes, and 
diſcloſe your thoughkts,unlocking the 
cheſts and cloſets of your hearts, by 
your 


wa 


| 
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your deeds, then we can ſmell no- 
thing but the ill ſavour of boaſting, or 
lying, or rayling, or curſing, or ban- 
ping, or ſwearing, or coveting, orlu- 
ſting, or ryoting, which ſtinks worſe 
then any dung : And when you keep 
in ſuch ſtuffe, and doe not breake our, 
then your evill thoughts doe ſtinke 
within you ; Like the dead corps of 
Lazar in the grave, lohn 11.39. S0 
that you ſhall never make me beleeve. 
that Chrift is in you, though you 
ſhould even ſweare by your fanh, as 
ſome doe, who even thereby teſtifie 
to the world that they have none at 
all, being ſo freeand prodigall, as to 
ſweare away even that faith which 


they ſay or thinke they have. 
And therefore be conyinced of it, 
all you that are thus abominable, and 
fay no more, that Chriſt isin you, and 
that you have ſaving faith in Chrift, 
feeing you cannot make good what 
you fay, and fo conſequently neither 
are nor can be credited or beleeved, 
| what ever ye ſay and protelt of it. 
'I hat doch it profie , my brethren ſaid 


I | : Saint | 
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| Sarat Iames once, though a man ſay he 1ama.14. 
hath faith and hath no works, can faith, 
8 thatis, ſucha verball faith ſave him? 
| | And ſo ſay I, what dothit profit you, 
though you ſay that Chrift is in you, 
*- | whenasthe Saviour of your thoughts 
 words,and works is ſoill, and the pur. 
ple ſpors of your fouleft fins and enor- ! 
 mitiesſo many ? Can your ſaying ſave. 
you ? or bind others to beleeve you : 
though you ſay it? No, No. | 
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| SnET 3 


Matter of feare for ſuch 4s rejet 
Chriſt. Dy bs 


3. He point is uſefull and good ! ;. This 
7 ada L up. (4 


tor mens affettions to work up- og to 
work upon. 


on them. mengafte. 
And firft ofall,to terrifie thoſe who! &ions: | 
h refuſe and reje& the Lord Chriſt, = . 
preferring with thoſe baſe ſpitited men a] 
| Gadarens, (Mat.8.32.34.) their Swine 
,or ſwiniſh luſts, and brutiſh deſires and 
oy fins before him, whereas they 


ſhould: | 


| hdes 
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ſhould rather infinitely, deſire and 
efteemehim, even abovepzarles and 
diamonds, and rubies; and the burhi- 
ſhed gold of Ophir, and the whole 
world, if it-wete all turned intoone | 
intire maſſe and lump of gold, ſeeing 
he is ſofaire and ſouſctull,and ſodeht- 
able, as I hewed you, being like a 
roſe, « Roſe indeed, dbntmatching all 
other roſes, for beantifaineſſe , uſeful- 
neſſe, medicinalntſſe, and defirablentſſe, 
and fo conſequently worthy to be 
efteemed, and tobe preferred before 
all things : Sothatall fuch ſordid and 
deteſtable Gadarens amongſt us may 
well even tremble and beaftoniſhed 
at it, that they doe ſo deſpiſe and 
trample under the feet of ſo mon- | 
ſ{trous contempt,the Sonof God,that 
moſt glorious Roſe of Sharon + For 
| what will you ſay another day , you 
that are fo vile and ſo baſe, why you 
did not embrace the Lord Jeſus, for- 
goingand forſaking all your boſome 
;frnnes, though never ſo delightful, 
deare, and deſirable to your corrup- 
tedand depraved natures ? Nay, I de- 
mand 


— O— — 


or the Ba of Sharon, 


mand againe,' What anſwer will you 
returne Anto hiza whom now you doe 
fovilifie and lightly efteerm, when he 
| faall come in the rowling clouds of 
heaven to judge you, and all men elſe 
borh quicke and dead ; and ſhall gue- 
ſtion you, as he did once thoſe ſtiffe- 
| necked Jewes, ter. 2.5. What iniquity or 
fraud, as the originall hath it, could 
youfind in me, that you went ſofarre 
from me, or ſtood at ſuch « diſtance. 
with me,and would not approach and 
| draw neere unto me, but — walked 
after vanity,that is, as the originallin- 
timates, after things of nought, and 
which did ſoone fade away ; and in 
the which you could find nothing but 
a meere emptineſſe, and became fo 
w4ipe your ſelyes,as that you were but 
like ſo many empty caskes, ecchoing, 
and-ſounding loud enough , but con- 
taining not ſo much as one drop of 
grace,and goodnefle, as being wholly 
ſequeſtred and alienated from me, 
whoam the fountaine of goodnefle, 
| Ion 1.16, What can you lay then, fa 
I,tor your ſelves, why you did 1o 


ſhame- 


ih... 


—— — __— 
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ſhamefully forget your ſelves? will you 
fay that Chriſt was nor deſirable, or 
uſefull,or faire enough for you 2 then 
my text will ftop your mouths thar 
you ſhall not be able to juſtifie nor 
 maintaine your ſaying : For therein 
| =_ ſee Chriſt- himſelfe reſembles 
imſelfe to a Roſe right faire and | 
good, and deſirable , ſaying , I «nm 
the Roſe of Sharon ; ſo as that he may 
well anſwer you then after rhis ſorr : 
It I were and had been like a tearing 
bramble, ora nettle which will fting 
| thoſe that touch it, you might have 
| had fome- excuſe for your abhorring 
andrejedtingof my glorious perſon x 
bur now I have made niy ſelte other- 
wiſe knowne unto you,T have told you 
that Lam like a roſe, to comfort,and to 
revive, and not to ſting, nor to teare 
thoſe chat comeunto me; 8& therefore 
now you have no cloake: for your de- 
reftable and horrible ſin of deſpiſing 
me, and negle&ing ſo great ſalvation, 
| See Jobs 15. 22. Whereupon ſhall I 
tellyou-what you may belike to fay : 
O bedlams, that we were, when we 


deſpiſed 


| 


or the Roſe of Shatos. 
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deſpiſed and rejected ſo glorious a 
Saviour, we fooles then could ſeeno 
beauty in him, nor comlinefle where- 
fore we ſhould defire him, Eſa.53.2. 


but now how faire and glorious is his | 


body, which there we ſce upon that 
white and glorious throne ; and how 
defirable is bd ſacred perſon, which is 
crowned with ſuch Majefty 2 Oh how 
doth he ſhine now with incomparable 
ſplendor above the brightneſfle of the 
ſun, and oh! howamiable is his coun- 
tenance ; and rtherefore,oh ! how have 
we wronged our own foules, whom we 
have bereaved and deprived of ſo 
beautifull, bliflefull, and delightfull 
an objeR, as this moſt glorious and 
{weeteſt Saviour 1s, whom now we be- 
hold with moſt birter gricte , and un- 


utterable vexation of heart, becauſe 


we haveſo wiltully, diſdaintully, and 
obſtinately withſtood and loſt ſo 
great ſalvation : If new we had time 
and leave to make our choiſe, we 
would prefer this glorious Saviour, 
whom' we have once ſo deſpiſed, be. 
fore tenthouſand worlds it there _ 

O 


_— 
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—— 


ſo many, and before more then ten 
hundred thouſand pleaſures and 
ſports, and paſtimes,and carpal! oble. 
Ctations ; but alas we cannot,the time 
of mercy is expired, and the time of 
juſtice, wrath, and vengeance,ſomuch 
ſpoken of by our faithtull paſtors, hath 
appeared,and we muſt zgw bejudged, 
and adjudged to the caſclefle, reme- 
dilefle, endlefle torments and flames 
of that infernall pit; and all our plea- 
ſures, profits, and delights are paſſed 
away from us. Like a ſhadow and a 
poaſt, that haſted by ; and there is no- | - 
thing of all things we eyer enjoyed 
and pofleſſed , that can ſolace and 
comfort us now 1n that mercilefſe 
flame inalleterniry;and therefore, O 
that we had never been borne, oh! 
that we had been but ſo happy as our 
cattell ,, horſes, oxen, dogs, ſwine, 
beaſts, birds, which died but once,and 
tegle no morcggine for ever; whereas 
we muſt be ever dying, and yet ſhall 
ever belivingin paine,in woe,and mi- | 
ſery. Oh woe, woe, woe unto us that 
ever we yere borne to ſee this. day, 


and | 


| 


1of carriage and converſation of all 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 
and todie this death, and to live ſuch 


a life, which will be unto usa perperu- 
all and eyerkilling deftruction. 


RE —— 


SECT. 6. 


M atter of ſhame for careleſſe and looſe 
Walkers. 


His may ſcrve to ſhame many 
of us, whoprofeſle our ſelves to 
be Chriſts eſpouſed members,and yet 
are ſo regardlefſe of our ſelves many 
times, and doe ſodisfigure, defile and 
Raine our ſelyes with fuch a number- 
les number of fins and tranſgreſſions, 


2s 


which are the very excrements of 
abuſed and polluted foules, as that | 
both at home and abroad we doe even 
diſgrace our holy profeſſion, and di- 
ſhonour that King of glory, Jeſus 
Chriſt, ourdeareſt Savior,whois moſt | 
likeunto a Roſe freſh and faire ; and 
therefore requires a ſingular fairenes 


thoſe who call themſelyes after his 


E name, 


49 
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E ps "ROWS 
| naine, and will be reputed to be his 
| myſticall Spouſe. If a poore maid 
| ſhould be married toa Lord or knighs, 
| as faire as Abſalom, and as wiſe and 
rich as Solomos, able and willing ro 
provide her the richeſt clothes, and 
bracelets, and jewels, as if ſhe were a 
yeene, and yer ſhe ſhould not carry 
her {elſe ſomwhat accordingly.neatly 
| and decently at leaſt, nor make ſome 
[advantage unto her ſelfe of ſo great 
and good a husband, according to her 2 
{degree ; but ſhould come betore him, 
like a beggar in filthy rags, and all be. 
'{meared,and goec likewiſeabroad thus 
|:mong the people, would not all that 
'know her, cry ſhame on her, that ha- | 
| [ving ſuch an exceilent husband, ſhe 
| {ſnould diſgrace both him and her ſelt> 
well, it. we doe indeed belong to 
| | Chriſt, and belcevein Chriſt, then are 
ye eſpouſed unto Ciriit, who is fairer | 
| cen Abſalom,beiug the roſe of Sharon, | | \ 
[and is alſo both able and ready to | 
clothe us, even as Sax the Lords 
anointed did clothe the danghters of 
| | {{rar7 in Skirts; ; 1 meane the skarlet 
| ____!robe of kisowne nghreouſneſſe, and | 
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to put on even ornaments of gold, 
| (of grace) upon our apparell, 2 Sa, r, 
24.that we may be all gloriows within, 
Pſal.45.13. and therefore how can I 
chuſe but cryſhame upon all you that 
are looſe and carelefle profeſlors, who 
take your ſelves to be thus richly and 
happily married, and yet are not aſha- 
med to come in the glorious preſence 
of that goodlieft and. faire(t bride- 
roome of all bridegroomes, Chriſt 
Teſs with hands and mouthes, and 
hearts all ſoiled, and beſſubbered with 
fia, whichis that abominable and hate- 
full ching, Zſa.1.14. And ſo in like 
manner dare even to goe abroad 
among men of all ſorts, with ſuch 
foule mouths, and filthy hands, and 
polluted hearts, to the great diſho- 
_ [nourof ſo greata king, and the almoſt 
irreparable and irrecoverable dam- 
mage of your owne ſoules, whom 
hereby you expoſe to his fierce aud 
flaming wrath, for the time preſent , 
and likewiſe, defraud and diſpoſſefſe )Defraud 
your ſelyes of all thoſe rareſt and ri. |and diſpeC- 


cheſt comforts, which doe ſo happily 5. _ 


E 2 reple- | 


—— 
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| ouſly labour to be faire, even as he is 
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repleniſh, and revive the bleſſed 
hearts of other carefull and gracions 
Chriſtians, who doe alwayes induftri- 


faire, and glorious,even as he is glori- 
ous, and pure, as heis pure, 1 lohn 3.3. 
be aſham<d therefore of your ſelves, | 
all you rhatare ſo regardlefle of your 
ſelves, that dare preſume to bring 
eveninto Gods owne houſe and pre- 
ſence ſuch toule and filthy ſouls as are 
alrogether ſtuffed and ropfull with 
moſt horrible 8 execrable thoughts ; 
that embolden your ſelyes to lift up | 
there ſuch contaminated and defiled 
hands, as have touched many unclean | 
things but a little betore , yea, and. 
moreover, to open ſuch filthy mouths : 
as haveexhaled and uttered ſo many 
vaine,impure,and unſeemly ſpeeches, 
when you were even ready to enter 
the Congregation. Aflure your 
ſelves, that if you ſhall nor henceforth 
labour with all poſſible care to carry 
yourſelves more tairely then hitherto 
you have done; that this very perfor- 
mance, the word you heare, the pray- 


er \ 


or tbe Roſe of Sharon. 


eryou make, will be a meanes eyento 
increaſe and to aggravate thoſe ſtin- 
ging tortures, wherewith the moſt 
jealous, moſt juſt, and righteous God 
will vexe and plague thoſe foule 
and filthy foules of yours here in this 
preſent lite, chough he doe not caft 
and throw them into hell hereafter, in 
caſe they belong unto him by the ir- 
revocable degree of his eternall pre- 
deſtination. 


SECT. 
Comfort for Gods carefull people, 


3. _—_ point may ſerve to cheare 
upall Gods people, that their 
deare Saviouris thus plezfed to com- 
pare himſelfe toa Roſe : For as roſes 
areable tocomfort the very heart,and 
to * rejoice the bloud : ſo Chriſt ruſt 
needs be very comfortable too, yea 
tranſcendently more, 
1. Ifay Chriſt muſt needs be much 


E 3 more 


23. This 
(l:rvesto 
comfort, 
and to 
cheere up 


Gods pro- 


* Thy 11:1 
in h1s art of 
girdeaing, | 
P438, 


1-Reſpect. 
b*&ſa r:f7h- 
gerat, 
D:o[cor. l.1. 
C112.4e 
medica nma- 
teria, 

| [d.c.113. 
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more comfortable, refreſhing,and re- 
viving, and that ina twofold reſpe&: 

For 1. as roſes doe * refrefh and 
coole mens bodies in hot diſeaſes*and 
ſweats, andallay the heate : So Chrift 
isable to allay the burning heate of 
hell fire, though you ſhould feele ir 
{weating,as it were, in your very ſoul, 
as he ſweat bloud himſelte in the an- 
guiſhot his ſoule, Luke 22.44. to deli. 
verus from the horror and fire of hell, 
and to make us glad. 

2. As roles doe revive men when 
they are taken with dead palfies : So 


Ioh.6.54. Who ſo eateth my fleſh , and 
drinketh my bloud, hath everlaſting life, 
and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

2.1 aflirme that Chiiſt is 17anſcen- 
dently more comfortable then a roſe. For 
as much as every ©* excellency and 

oodnefle which isin any creature, is 
is ſtill after a more excellent manner 
1n the Creator. 

And here; that you may lee this 
tranſcendency, as much as Iam 


able to make you ſee ir, I pray you 
take 


Chriſt will reftore his to life againe, | 


— 
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| 
— | 
| 


take notice of theſe following diſpro- 
portions, 0 
\ 1. Sometimes, I meane 1n the wisg- | r.Diſpro- 
terthere 1s nor a treſh roſe to be ſeen | P4422: 
nor to be had inallthe fields of © our | { 1ayeur 
land,it one would give never fo much | caute a5our 
for any to ſmell to it ; bur Chriſt is ! Carthage 
everto be found, and never wanting | reve 
unto thoſe that ſeeke him , neither | all the win- 
winter nor ſummer, rhat is,inadverſi- | *7 100g, as 
ty as well as inproſperity,yea, moſt of prone” i 
all,and chiefly then, Eſa 43.1, 2. and | 11.09. 
therefore how much more comforta- - ws, ; 
ble muſt he needs be then all roſes > | TT = 
| 2. And though alſo other corrupti- | ».Diſpre-_ 
ble roſes may be had and uſed, yer can , PP 
they not adminifter comtort unto us | | 
ar all times, even, whileſt we have 
them, how ever they may exhilarate 
'the heart ar ſome times; bur Chriſt as 
 heisalwaics to be tound in a time of 
.need, fois he alwaics able tro comfort 
usinatime of need, Heb.4.16, 
| 3. Whenother roſes doc yet com- | , n fc. 
fort thz hearr, alas how cold and weak poccioa, 
is that comtorr, being nor able to'pe- | 
netrate and reach to the ſoule 2 For | 


E 4 the | 


PS 
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che operation of roſes is but phyficall, 
and not metaphyficall,corporall, and | 
not ſpirituall;but Chriſt the roſe of Sha-' 
ron comforterh the very ſoule of a 
man, as yaumay ſee, P/al.103.3.where 
Davidcommuns with his ſoul, ſaying ; 
Who healeth all thy diſeaſes,maark, all thy 
aiſeaſes,0 my ſoule , and in Eſ4.66.13. 
where God ( and ſo conſequently 
Chrift alſo, who is God) promiſeth us 
moſt graciouſly, that he will comfort 
us ; 45 one whom his mother comforteth, 
marke, as 4 * mother who moſt affe. 
Ctionately comforteth the very ſoule 
of her childe, whereas the roſe doth 
but comfort the body ; and therefore 
how raviſhing and how great muſt 
needs be that comtortableneſie, 
whichis in the Lord Chrift ; the com- 
forts of a mother we know are cxcee- 
ding great and (weet,and doe a childe 
more good then honey or ſugar. And 
ſuchare Chriſts ; nay,I dare ſayas in- 
finitely greater as himſelfe, being an 
infinite God, is infinitely greater in 
compaſſion then any mother. See 


Eſa.4g.15.Can a woman forget her ſuck- 
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| * Prophet, forthe Hebrew is Necha, 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 

ing childe, that ſhe ſhould not have cons. 
paſsion on the ſon of her wombe, yea,they 
way forget,yet will not 1 forget thee. 

4. Andthough roſes do ſometimes 
revive men, being faint, yet can they 
not take away the fting of death it 
ſelfe ; nor comfort us after death, 


with roſes; but Chriſt can doe both: 
r. He can, nay he hath taken away 
the ſting of death ; as it is written , 
0 aeath 1 will be thy plague, O gravel 
will be thy defiraction : repent ance ſhall be 
hid from mine eyes , or though comfort 
be now hid from mine eyes, ſaith the 


| 


| or Luther. And hence it was that 
. |Bainham, that blefled Martyr,utrtered 


| looke for miracles,and here you may [ee 4 


which fignifieth comfort 25 well as re- 
pentance ; and therefore it is ſotran- 
{lated both by Saint Terome , and Do- 


though many doe beftrow the dead | 


”7 


thoſe moſt comfortable words 1n the 
mid of the fire, *0 ye papiſts,behold you 


miracle , for in this fire I feels no mare 
Paine, then if 1 wereinabed of Downe, 


but it is wnto me 4s 4 bed of roſes, This 


he | 


—__ 
th 
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he ſpeakes when his legs and armes 
were halte burnt. 

2. Buteſpecially afcer death Chrift 
doth comfort the precious foules of 
his, giving unto them the crowne of 
lite, Rev.2.10, and comforting them 
in «<Abrehams boſome, Luke 16. 25. 
which isa place of blifſe and everla- 
ſting wealth, and of s unexpected de- 
lights,even ® heaven it ſelfe. 

5 Other roſes can doe us no good 
in loffes and reproaches, and in other 
externall aflictions,though they may 
comfort our heatts in ſome diſcaſes ; 


buc Chriſt can and doth ſolace his 
then too, as you may read, As 5.41. 
how the blefled Apoltles 4:4 even 7c- 
joyce, when they were moſt reproach- 
tully uſed, and ſhametully bearen, be- 
cau(e they were worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
Chriſts name. So Heb.10.34. you may 


note how thoſe beleeving Hebrewes 


their goods, The like is reported of Pau- 
! I;»xs Biſhop of Nola, thar having loft 


did even joyfully endure the ſpoiling af | 


all, at the taking of Nola, he uttered ! 


'rheſe words : 


—c_ 


ee 


Let me not be afflicted | 
| and | 


F 


I EE 
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and vexed,O Lord, for gold or filver, 
for thouart all in all uoto me ; and of 
the people of * Merindol,that when they 
faw their houſes burnt before their 
eyes, they rejoyced at it greatly, being 
henoured ſo highly, as ro ſuffer that 
lofſe for Chriſt his ſake, who inabled 
and cauſed them ſo to doe. 

If any of ycu that are held to be of 
the number of Gods people ſhall ob- 
jet, that ſay you can find no ſuch 
comfortableneſſe in Chrift, as is ſpo- 
ken of here. | 

I anſwer, That ſuch as are held to 
be of the number of Gods people,are 
of twoſorts : 

1. Some are Chriftians i» (bew : 
2. ſome in deed. 

The formerare ſuch as have a form 
of godlineſſe, and deny the power 
thereof, loving their plealures, ſports, 
luſts, pride, money, triends, or belly 
| more then God, 2 7:.3.4. Now it 
ſome of you be ſuch, then neyer com- 
plaine or wonder, that you can find no 
[ſuch comfortablenefie in Chrift ; for 
you are dead like the widow, x Tix. y.6. 

which 


| 
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which living in pleaſures is dead while 
ſhe liveth : and as the* Angell of the 
Church of $ards: So you have «4 name 
that you live, being called Profeſſors of 
the Goſpell, but you are dead. Now 
though one ſhould even fill the mouth 
of a Jead corps, and coverit all over 
with roſes ; yet can that ſame take no 
comfort'in them, becauſe it felfe is 
yoid of life , So you, what comfort 
can you take in Chrift, the roſe of 
Sharon, though we doe even fill your 
eares with the preaching of Chriſt, 
ſeeing that you be dead and deftitute 
ofthe life of Chriſt ; and thar Chriſt 


werh father and mother more then him, 


is not worthy of him , and that he thar 
loveth ſonne or daughter more then 
him,is not worthy of him, Matr.10. 37. 
Whereuponit followeth, that all you 


mother,fonne or daughter, even baſe 
and filthy laſts, and boſome finnes, 
more then Chriſt, muſt needs be vn- 
worthy alſo of Chrift himſelte, and ſo 


conſequently of the- comforts of 


Ak | Chriſt, | 


himſelie hath ſaid, that wheſocwer lo- | 


who love worſe things then father and | 
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| 
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Chriſt, which he never can or will 
throw away and beſtow on ſuch un- 
worthy hypocrites, and ſelfc-lovers as 
you are, who have nothing buta meer 
torme and ſhadow of piety without 
any ſubſtance or reality ;and therefore 
my adviſe and counſell is, that you do 
labour for the power and life of godli- 
neſſe, and prefer the love of Chriſtbe- 
fore all things , it you dehire to finde. 
that comfortablenefle, which is in 
Chrift,or elſe never look for it. 

| e, As for Chriſtians indeed , they | x. Chiittias 
are of 2.forts againe : 1. ſome ſome- | indeed. 
what carelefle, 2. others very care- 
full. 

1. Some are ſomewhat careleſſe ,| » Carclefle 
ſometimes1I meane : x.ot their ayer, es 
wherein they doe not keep a golden 
meane ; aud 2.of their apparel, where-| 2. 
intheyſhew too much coniormity to 
the monſtrous faſhions of this world; 
| and 3.of their ſleep, wherein they take | 3. 
up roo much: time ; and 4.ot their| 
worldly cares, unto which they give 
too much way ; and .ot their compa-| 5. 
ay,which they doe not ſo diſtinguiſh, 

as | 


A 
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as to avoid thoſe which are moſt dan- 
gerous enemies to their poore foules; 
and 6.0f their duties, which they doe 
not ſo heedfully performe, as they 
ought, daily prayer I meane, and holy 
meditations, and deep humiliations for 
daily fins, and continuall applyings of 
Chriſt, and the like. Such — 
Chriftians were the Corinthians once, 
as the Apoſtle implyeth , when he 
ſaith , Behold this ſelfe ſame thing that 
you ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what care- 
fulneſſe it wrought 1n you, ſaith he, to 
ſhew that there was none ſuch inthem 
before, and that they did not grieve 
ſo betore. Now it ſome of you that 
cannot find ſo much comtortable- 
nefſe in Chriſt, as was ſpoken of here, 
be ſuch, rhen never wonderat it : for 
what comfort can a man take inroſes, 
if he willnot take the paines to fetch 
them, orto apply them ; or it he be 

ſleep, how can be ſmell them, though 
595 er were full of roſes ? well 
may others that wake, be refreſhed 
with the ſent of them, attd take de- 
lightin them, but he cannot, ſolong 


W ../ 
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as he fleepeth : So you thaz are ſo 
 carelefſe, what comfort can ye take or 
find in Chriſt, as long as you will not 
take the paines, todraw what comfort 
you can from Chriſt in that carefull 
manner, as you ought ? yea, are in a 
manner afleep,in that you be ſodrow- 
fie, dead,dull, backward,and carelefſe 
inthe doing of your duties ; and doe 
ſo ſeldome humble and affli&t your 
ſoules for your manifold exorbitan- 
cies, ſlips, tailings, and grievous fins, 
God comforterh thoſe that are caft 
downe, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 7. 6. 
but you are not ſo dejected;and there- 
fore, what wonder is it to heare that 
youare not comforted : So that I for 
my part doe not intend to caſt away 
the precious comforts of Chriſt upon 
you, thatare ſo carelefle, preaching 
comfort to Gods people ; for you are 
not capable of comfort in this caſe, 
and we miniſters wrong both our 
ſelves,and you too, when we doe pro- 
miſcuouſly pronounce, and preach 
comfort toxGods people : For then 
youcarelefſe ones, perſwading your 

ſelves 


*Tame quod 
diVinas COh- 
ſolationts non 
haberus,aut 
rans ſenlie 
235,005 18 
calpa ſumas; 
quia COpun- 
aint cords 
non quart 
mus, Tho & 
Kempuu,gde 
Im. Chriſta, 
l.1C,21, 


_— 


© > IR Oe 


_ PY 
__—_— 
\ 


| 64 | Theexcellencyof Chriſt, | 
ſelves to be Gods people as you may 
| be, doe ſnatch at ſuch comforts, and. 
apply them, though you doe not feele 
them , nor indeed are then fit for 
them; and therefore, I muſt aud will 
diſtinguiſh between you that are 
carelefle, and thoſe thatare carefull, 
telling you that you for your part, be- 
ing ſo ſecureand undejected,you may 
not, nor muſt not looke for any ſenft- 
ble comforts from Jeſus Chrift, the 
roſe of Sharon, as long as you ate, and 
ſhall be ſo careleſly diſpoſed. 
2. Carcfull | But ſecondly, as for thoſe that are 
Fe carefull among us of every thing, and 
humble themſelves much continu- 
ally, andare dejected, and yet findor 
teele no comforet tor the preſent, they 
muſt not therefore be disheartened, 
becauſe that he which ſhould comfort 
| them, is farre from them as they con- 
ceive ; for they may take comtort in 
this, chat either, 
20 x. They have in times paſt fate 
downe under Chrifts ſhadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was fweet | 


| | totheir taſte, that is, that they have 
bk | x "raſted 


'|tions that are in Chrift , they may 
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[mall moment have I forſaken thee , but 


”_ 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


tafted of the ſweet comforts of 
Chrift , wherewith he is wont to re- 
freſh young beginners, eſpecially in 
their minority , and in the infancy of 
their converſion, Cant. 2.3. 

2. Or if they have not yet been 
made partakers of the ſweer conſola- 


comfort themſelves in this, that ſuch 
comforts belong tothem, andrhar in 
the * Lords good time they ſhall feele 
them , as he who upon a great ſtop- 
page, not being able to ſmell roſes, 
may and ſhall ſmell them in time, 
when that ſtoppage is gone. For ſoit 
is written, Eſa. 54.6,7,8. the Lord hath 
called thee as a woman forſaken,and grie- 
ved in ſpirit ; and a wife of youth when 
thou waſt forſaken, ſaith thy God : for a 


with great mercies will 1 gather thee. 
In alittle wrath 1 hid my face from thee ; 
but with everlaſting kindneſſe will 7 have 
mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Reate- 


mer :+ But when it will be,that he tels | 
[us not, but keepethit tohimſelfe ; and 


*'Thar is, 
When you 
ſhall have 
moſt need 
of it;either 
when che 
ſpiriewould 
taile elſe 
withoutir. 
Eſa.57. 16, 
Or againſt 
lome great 
afflition 
approache 
ing, or 
lome great 
encounter 
with the 
world for 
the name 
of Chriſt, 


his returne 
of prayers, 


P.I52, [: 


therefore you muſt live by faith, you 
F 


that ) 
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*Eſa 59.10 


Wwe 
baculus fe 


appellat us 
quod illt by 


| A Note, 


10 tmtatur. 


* (3:11.28 lor. 


The extellency of Cbriſt, 


that complaine of the want of com- 
fort, and ſtay upon God, even inthe 
want of comtorr, as a man,who in the 
want of bodily ftrength ſtaycth him- 
ſelte upon a ſtafte ; for ſo faith God, 


Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 


that obeyeth the waice of his ſervant, that 
walketh in darkyeſſe, and hath ng light, 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord,and 
ſtay upon his God, Eſa.5o. to.the * ori- 
ginall is, let him /eaze »pon his God, as 
upon a ſtafte, which will be a comfort 


tohim for the, preſent, by a gracious 
|ſupportation of him in the want of' 


comfort; and. in the end by a moſt 


ſweet and ſen(ible diſtillation of com- 


tort into his fad and penfive ſoule, as 
it is written: Thy rod and thy ſtaffe they 
comfort me, P[a1l.23.4.that is,as * one of 
the Ancient expoundsthat place ; thy: 
Chriſt. (who is my rod and my ſtaffe, 
inthat he came in the old age of the 
world) doth comfort me as a ſtatfe, 
(whichisa comfort and ſupporter to 
old age.) Where note by the way,that| 
Chritt is a ftaffe to comfort old age, 
that is, ſuch as wait with old Szmeop 

for 


2” WM C — 


truſt Tſhallbe merry , maugre all the 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


forthe conſolation of Iſrael], Lake 2. 
25. and make not too much haſt to 
have comfort by and by ; and hence 
it is, that ſome of the moſt eminent 
Saints of God felt moſt comfort a lit- 
tle before their departure,in the very 
latage and end of their dayes ; hcare 
their owne words. 

Deare wife, * ſaid M. Saz4ers, that 


bleſſed Martyr, riches I have none to 
leave behind me ; butthatcreaſurc of: 
taſting how ſweet Chrift is to hungry 
conſciences, whereof 1 teele apart, [ 
bequeath untoyou. Iam merry,and I 


devils in hell. 

And when * oecolampadins lay flick, 
and his friends did aske him whether 
the light did hor offend him, he clape 
his hands on his breaſt, and ſaid, Hrc 
ſat lucs eſt, here is light enough, mea- 
ning Comfort enough. 

So * blefſed M. Bolton ſaid toſome 
of his pariſh that came to viſit him 
when he laya dying : 1 am by the won- 
derfull mercies of God as full of comfort 
4s 70 beart Can hold, and feele nothing 


Forein his 
Ads and 
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ronghes in 
his Grac. 
ſpirit,p.97. 
alleadgeth 
this ſpeech, 


* Edward 
Baeſhaw, 
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T he extellency of Cbriſt, 


that complaine of the want of com- 
fort, and ſtay upon God, even in the 
want of comtorr, as a man,who in the 
want of bodily ſtrength ſtaycth him- 
ſelte upon a ſtafte ; for ſo faith God, 
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the waice of his ſervant, that 
walketh in darkyeſſe, and hath no light, 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord,and 
ſtay upon his God, Eſa.go. 10.the * ori- 
ginall is, let him /eane upon his God, as 
upon a ſtafte, which will be a comfort 
to him for the, preſent, by a gracious 
ſupportation of him in the want of 
comfort, and. in the end by a moſt 
ſweet and ſen(ible diſtillation of com- 
tort into his {ad and penfive ſoule, as 
it is written: Thy rod and thy ſtaffe they 
comfort me, P[al.23.4.that is,as* one of 
the Ancient expounds that place ; thy: 
Chriſt. (who is my rod and my ſtaffe, 
inthat he came in the old age of the 
world) doth comfort me as a ſtaffe, 
(whichisa comfort and ſupporter to 
old age.) Where note by the way,that| 
Chritt is a ſtaffe ro comfort old age, 
that is, ſuch as wait with old S;meon 


for 


_— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 

forthe conſolation of Iſrael], Lake 2. 
25. and make not too much haſt to 
have comfort by and by ; and hence 
It is, that ſome of the moſt eminent 
Saints of God felt moſt comfort a lit- 
tle before their departure,in the very 


latage and end of their dayes ; heare 
their owne words. 


Deare wife, * ſaid M. Saz4ers, that 
bleſſed Martyr, riches I have none to 
leave behind me ; butthat treaſure of: 
taſting how ſweet Chrift 15 ro hungry 
conſciences, whereot I teele apart, [ 
bequeath untoyou. Iam merry,and I 
truſt Iſhallbe merry , maugre all the 
devilsin hell. 

And when * 0ecolampadins lay lick, 
and his friends did aske him whether 
the light did for offend him, he clapt 
his hands on his breaſt, and ſaid, H:c 
ſat luck eſt, here is light enough, mea- 
ning comfort enough. 

So * blefſed M. Bolton ſaid to ſome 
of his pariſh that came to viſit him 
when he laya dying : 1 a» by the won- 
derfull mercies of God as full of comfort 
(4s 7m htart tan hold, and feele nothing] 
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"er. Buy- 
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his Grac, 
ſpirit,p.97- 
alleadgeth 
this ſpeech, 


* Edward 
Baeſhaw, 
in the lite 
and death 
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Solat. 
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m— 


in my ſoule but Chriſt, &c. 
If you ſhall reply, that youteare you 


| ſhall never feele the like comfort in 


Chriſt, becauſe theſe men were 1o 
eminent, and you, ſo peſtred with a 
number of corruptions, which you 
cannot maſter yet to your content, 

I anſwer, . That they alſo were ſub- 
jectro infirmities as we are ; for we 
may not thinke that they were holier 
then Elias, who was 4 man ſubject to like 
paſſions as we are,lames 5.17.and there- 
tore why may not you feele ſome 


true Comfort too at laſt, though not ſo 
much as they, 


much yeelded\ unto, keeps off com- 

tort ; but you that are carctull-Chriſti- 

ans (tor to ſuch I ſpeake here)doe not 
0. 

It youſay you feare you doe ; 

I anſwer : doe not you build upon 
needleflcand groundleſle feares, bur 
examine your hearts, and they will 
tell you, thatyoudoe what you canto 
purifie your ſelves, and to avoid finne, 


andall the occaſions of it,ſhutting the 


ps 
. 


The excelency of Chriſt, | 


2. Thatindeed ſin allowed: or too 


very 


CC ——— 


— — 


Ee nn 


— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


very windowes on high, your eyes, | 
and ſtopping the fountaines of {inne | 
belowin the heart, by a holy and cre-! 
full watching over your owne hearts, 
thoughts, and motions, evenas God| 
himſclte did then ſtop the fourtarnes of 
the deep, and the windowes of heaven, 
when he would diy up the floud, 
Gen.s8.3. 

And therefore what ſhould let you, 
why you ſhould not cheare up your 
hearts with the ſerious conſideration | 
of this moſt comfortable dodrine 
thatT havedelivered unto you, tou- 
ching the moſt ſweet and comforra- 
ble roſe of Sharon ? 

Will you ſay that you meet with ſo 
many troubles, croſſes, afflitions, re- 
proaches, calamities, lofſes, and the 
like, that you cannot bee cheer- 
tull? 

ThenT anfwer, thatall chefe things 
ſhould nor ſhake nor moye you ſo as 


to make you refuſe comfort, and to 
walke ſadly and dejectedly, to the 
great diſheartening and. diſcouraging 
of others, and the hurting of your 


rr 


F 3 owne | 


4.06. 


Solut. 


:. Ground, 
Heb, 
I 1,1 3, 


The excellency of Chriſt, = 


owne ſoules, whom you torture 
more then needeth by a number of 
ſe!fe.created vexations and trou- 
bles, which by your penſivenefſe and 
_— you draw upon them : 
or, 

1. All your affliftions of what ſort, 


-|kind, ordegree ſoever they be, what 


are they but purgations to take away 
ſig? When God opened the windowes 
of heaven, and powred downe ſeas of 
water, even immeaſurably and moft 
dreadfuliy ,. downe went all ſtately 
towers,aud lofty buildings,and ſump- 
tuous monuments ; but as the waters 


roſe,ſothe Arke roſe higher and high- 


er ſtill, and was ſo much nearer 
heaven: So when God ſendeth flouds, 
and ſeas of troubles,downe goeth our 
pride, ſecurity, carnality, 1unpurity, 
and a number of aſpiring and rifing 


|corruptions 4; and. in ſtead thereof 
Chriſt riſes, and the poore ſoule riſes, 


likeunto the Arke, ever. higher and 
higher, ſleighting and deſpifing the 
world, Like that woman cloathed with 
the Sun (whereby we may underſtand 


Chriſt 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| Chriſt with his crofſe and afflictions, 
| as hot as the Sun) is ſaid ro have rhe 
Moon , that is, all ſublunary earthly 
things under her feet, Rev.12.1. 

2. Theyare but like rhole charets 
aud wazgons, which Toſeph ſent for 14- 
cob,Gen.45.27. tor as they revived 14- 
' cob, and brought him neare unto 719- 
| ſeph: ſodoafflictions revive and quic- 


| 


| ken ns,being dead and dull, and bring 


{us nearerunto Chrift, who is our 10- 


ſeph, then we were before. See x Pet. 
1.7,8. 

' 3. As 1acob made his ſonne Toſeph a 
coat of divers colours, becauſe he loved 
him beſt, Gez. 37.3. ſo Chriſt beſtowes 
ſuch various and ſundry aff{:&ions, like 
acoat of many colours, upon thoſe 
whom he loveth beſt. See Rev.z. 19, 
As many as 1 love 1 rebuke and chaſten , 
and therefore I ſay,they are but {ignes 
of his deareft love. | 
| 4. Butlaſt ofall, Chriſt himſelfthe 


roſe of Sharon, 1 dare ſay is more ſweet |: 


then all your inward or outward trou- 
, bles can be bitter , for heis asa ſweet 
roſe among all \uch thornes, or thorn- 
like 


CI 


2, Ground. 


2. Gronnd, 


4+ CG: und, 


72 


The excellency of Chrift. | 


| vexations, If one ſhould rob you ofall 


like afflictions;and he ſweetens them, 
though other roſes cannot ſo ſweeten 
the thornes among which they grow : 
even as that Tree did ſweeten the 
bitter waters of Meriba, which other-| 
wiſe no body could drinke, Exod.1s. 

25.for he aſſures us, that how ever we 

{peed hereand may be entertained in 

this world, we ſhall rejoyce in him, 
and live with him in glory at the laft, 

as you have heard that he will quicken 

us asa roſe, and revive us after death, 

whichis more then aroſe can doe : So 

as thatneeds we muſt gaine infinitely 
more by Chriſt then we can poſſibly 

loſe by him. 

And therefore as you take delight 
ina roſe, though it be among thorns, 
ſo take comfort and joy in Chriſt, 
though he be a roſe among thornes, 
thatis, ſurrounded witha number of 
pricking, piercing, and heart-cutting 


that you poſſeſle, and ycu were made 
(ure at the ſame time of an orient 
Jewellin a ſure and a fate place, more 
worth a thouſand times then all that 


you 


, 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


you loſt, I ſuppoſe you would not be 
ſo fooliſh, asto take on, and to vexe 
your ſelyes abont your lofſe ; but ra- 
ther rejoiceat ſo rare a Jewell, whoſe 
prize doth ſo farre ſurmount the 
worth ofall your other goods, which 
are nothing art all comparable to ſo 
precious a | Ant-yoer did notI aflure 
you but now of Chrift, the roſe of Sha» 
ron, whole prize is above rubies and pre- 
cioxs ſtexes, and whom yee cannever 
loſe againe after 'ye have made 
him once your owne ? and therefore 
I hope yon will not be ſo fooliſh again 
hereafter, as to grieve immoderately 
at any afflictionsorlofſes of goods or 
good name by wrongs or — 
but rather rejoyce in Chriſt, who be- 
ing that * peatle of ineftimable prize, 
is better thenathoufand livings, and 
ten thouſand earthly contentments, 
and millions ot gold,;and ſweeter then 
allthe pleaſures, all the friends, huſ- 
bads, wives, fathers, mothers, brothers 
liters, &c. inthe world, for they are 
many timesrather bitter then ſweet, 


and doe more grieye then relieve us; 
but 


A— ﬀ ———. 
— 


4-Vſe gene- 
rall, ferving 
evencline 
the wils of 
fach as hi- 
therto were 
averſe, and 
farre from 
Cirrft to 
ſceke after 
Chriſt. 


| Theexcellency of Chriſt, 


but he is ever ſweet, and is ready even 
then, when they or any other thing 
doth croſſe us moſt, ſweetly to com- 
tort us,being altogether as ſweet and 
comfortable asa roſe, nay much more, 
as hath been largely ſhewedalrcady. 


— — 


- 


STCT. © 


An exhortation to ſuch as want Chriſt, 
0 ſceke him in the Law and Goſpel. 


TM His point may ſerve to excline 

[ yr til of choſe men and wo- 
men that formerly were averſe 
from Chrift, tobe for Chriſt : For he 
is moſt like unto 4 roſe in Sharon field, 
and ſo conſequently moſt defirable,as 
you have heard, wherefore as in the 
fummer time, when roſes are plenti- 
fully to be had,every body almoſt will 
havearoſe in his hand : folet every 
one of you that hircherto wanted 
Chriſt Þ coat to get him into- his 


s ” 


Sy — 


"4 F: o 


heart.. Bur this is roo generall, and 
therefore Fle deſcend to particulars, | 
| 1N-/ 


or the Roſe of Shatos. 


— —— 


[inftructing you of five things ; as' 


"&. namely, 


1. Where this roſe is to be ſought. 

2, Wherewith ir is to be taken, 

3. When ir isto be ſought. 

4. Wherefore, or upon what 
grounds. 

5. What impediments muſt be re- 
me , that it may be ſought and ta- 

en, 

For the firſt : I ſay that Chriſt isto 
I. In the Law. 
2. Inthe Goſpell. 
r. This Roſe of Sharon is to be 


be ſought for 


- | ſought for iz the Law preached ; forſo 


ſaith the Apoſtle , Wherefore the Law 
was our Schoolemaſter, to bring us to 
* Chriſt,Gal.3.24, Whereupon ir fol. 
loweth, that as he who will gather ro- 
ſes, muſt ſeeke for them among 
*thornes : So he that will come to 
Chriſt, muſt come to him by the pric. 
king thornes of the law, as thoſe con- 
verts, Ai#s 2.37, who were ſore pricked 
in their hearts before they could be ſo 
happy as to enjoy Chriſt ; and the rea- 
{on of this affertion is moſt evident 


1. Dilatati- 
on of this 
ule, 


* Nam Roſa 
ex ſpina naſ- 
citur Þ lis. 

nat biftl,l.21. 


and plain. For 


Sitile. 


death I meane everlaſting : Or,if you 
will take this compariſon, Men by na- 


The excellencyef Chriſt, | 
For as long as we are not to ſome 
purpoſe terrified by the law and made 
ſenfible of our owne miſery, we will 
not care for Chriſt, even as ſcarce any 
body would have cared much for the 
brazen ſerpent, lifted upinthe wilder- 
nefle, if it hadnot been for the feerie 
ſerpems,which havingftung men unto 
death, compelled them to looke up : 
fo we would hardly make account of 
Chrift, if the terroursof the law, like 
fierie ſerpents ſhould not ſting us to 
death, and make us afraid of death, | 


ture are like mariners 8 paſſengers in 
a ſhip, which is in great danger,not far 
froma great rocke , as long as they 
have the leaſt hope that they may el- 
cape,and be ſaved inthe ſhip, they will 
not leap into theſea, and ſwim ; .but 
when they are told by the skiltul} 
ſhipmaſter, that there is no hope. of 
life, unlefle they doe ſo, then they 
will rather ſwim and try,whether they 
may come tothe rocke, there to be 


{o 


ſaved, then die and finke in the ſhip : 


Po _— 


— —— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


—— 


Soas long as men in the ſtate-of na- 
ture (whichis like a broken ſhip, very 
dagerous)may haveany hope togo up 
een & do well enough,abiding 
where they are,7.e.in the tateot open 
prophanenes,or civil honeſty, or pha- 
raſaicall hypocrifie,and keeping their 
boſome-ſins, they will not wagge one 
foot to goe to Chriſt thus as they 
ought,forgoing and forſaking all their 
darling delights, and fintull profits, 
honours, and contentments; but when 
once they are abſolutely and roundly 
told by that skilfull ſchoolemafter or 
ſhipmaſter, whoſe name is Zaw, thatif 
they abide in that ftate , and forſake 
nettheir torlorne hopes, and ſweeteſt 
fins, which are like greatly defired| 
goods in a broken ſhip, they muſt pe- 
riſh and finke, and be engulphed in 
that formidable lake, which burneth 
with fire and brimftone, Rev.21.8. 
then, then will they rather doe ſo then 
dye ; rather ſwim to Chriſt, who is 
likea * rocke, upon any termes, then 
periſhwith their goods ; I ſhould ſay 


ptofits, pleaſures, honours it-hell for 


PP —— 


Ever. | 


| 


| 
1C0.10.4 | 


— 


% 


2.1n the 


Goſpell, 


|Rually togoe to Chriſt, even ſpeedi- 


| 


| Come unto me, all ye that travel] marke 


is like afield for its largeneſle, becauſe 
[therein Chriſt offereth himſeltfe to as 


[are heavy laden, and Iwilleaſe you, 


I aw 


| Theexcellencyof Chrift, 


pn 


evermore. And therefore it any of 
youallchat want Chriſt, doe in good 
earneſt deſire to get Chrift ; Let him 
not refuſe to heare the law, and to 
thinke on it ſeriouſly , that ſo he may 
be thereby terrified and urged cffe- 


ly, that he may not be damined eter- 
nally. But hereof more is to be ſaid 
hereafter. This is but to make way 
forthem. 

2. This roſe of Sharon is to be 
ſought in the Goſpel preached, which 


many as will come to him ; ſaying, 
Come to me, all you that travell, and 


Matt.x1.28. fo as that he might well 
compare himſclte here to a roſe in 
Sharon field, whichis not ſoincloſed, 
and reſerved as your garden rofesare ; 
but may be had of any that trayelleth 
by,and hatha mind toir , fordoe but 
marke his ſpeech, and youſhallſee it, | 


all,as if he ſhould ſay ; I'doe not either | 


reſerve | 


| 


or #he Roſe of Sharon. 


——————— 


No,butT am ready and willing to eaſe 
and to embrace eyen with the deareſt 
embraces of my love any poore tra- 
velling ſoule that comes to me ; and 
therefore, come hither all, ye poore 
ſinners, thar groane underthe burden 
of your fins, and ſeeke Chriſt in this 
ſweet and gracious promile ; for here 


cannot go fromit, becaule he is faith- 
full. 


wy — 


Faith muſt be gotten for the taking of 
Chriſt. 


2, Nly 1 muft tell you, that as he 

| Ori plucke a ne muſt havea 
hand to plucke it with, ſo you muſt 
have the hand of faith, wherewith you 
may and muſt lay hold on Chrift, bes 
leeving verily, that according to his 
fairhtull promiſe he wilt be a Saviour 


. unNtoO 


. .” 
pA 


reſerve my ſelfe to my ſelfe, or deny, 
my ſelfte to any that would have me. 


you ſhall undoubtedly find him , he| 


28. 


2.Dil-ratis 
of this uſe, ' 
Get faith, | 


| 
| 
| 
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unto you,and refocillate you, and eaſe 

ur poore ſoules of the moſt heavy 
and grievous burden of fin, and that 
you ſhall have reſt by him here and 
hereafter eternally in the heavens. 
Sec lohn 6.37. Him that commeth to me, 
I will in nowiſecaſt out. * 

But how ſhall we get faith? 

I anſwer, Chriſt himſelte is the au- 
thor of it, Heb.12.2. and he works it 
by his word and ſpirit, Roms. 10. 17. 
x Cor.12.9. and therefore goe to him 
by prayer, and caſt your ſelves downe 
before the throne of his grace, both 
before and after the hearing of his 
word,and beg of him, that as he hath 
given you hands to take your meat 
with, and to gather andplucke roſes 
for the good of your bodies in fick- 
nefſe, that you may livethe life ofna- 
ture : ſo he would give youthe hand 
of faith, wherewith you may rake and 
apprchend him, being rhat moſt ſweet: 
and medicinall roſe .of Sharon, for the 


d of your ſonles, that they may:'| 
Foths life of faith here; and the lif 

of glory hereafter, - - oF 
| 5 
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[youfromhell) faith Lord, faich, even 


— - 
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es 


Now it may be,that Chrift will nor 
heare ye by and by, becauſe you would 
not heare him, when he did ſeeke af- 
teryou in the preaching of his faith- 
fulleft meſſengers , bur let not that 
diſmay you, forhe loves to be impor- 
tuned , and therefore ſolicite | 
againe and againe ; and be ye as car. 
neft with him, as once Rachel was with 
Iacob,when ſhe ſaid ; Give me children, 
or elſe I die, Gen. 30.1. 1o ſay ye unto 
| Chriſt, O Lord Jeſus, who art the au- 
thor of faich,and canſtgiveitto whom 
thou wilt, even as thou canlſt give 
[children when, and to whom thou 
wilt give us faith, Lord, orelſe we die 


| 


and periſh forever ; or clſe, as once a 
good old * Martyr cried out in the 
fire, ſaying, Mercy Lord, mercy ; ſo 
cry ye (as being in the cſtate of hell! 
fire by nature, fo as that needs you 
| muſt needs burne and frye forever, if 
ye have no ſaving faith, wherewith 
you may take Chrift who mult fave 


true ſaving faith let us have, that we 


periſh nor in thoſe mercilefle, eafe- 
; | G lefſe, 


Sa $$ = 
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The.excelency of Chriſt, 
' |Icfſe,, and endlefſe flames of hell, 


which our former unbeliete hath juſt- 


ly deſerved. 


| —_ —— R—_— — — 


SECT. 10. 
Chriſt muſt be ſought ſpeedily, 


'V Ndchat you may find Chrift 

<4{(as hath. been ſhewed) in the 
Law and Goſpell, you muſt ſecke him 
while he may be found, as it is writ-: 
ten,ſeeke the Lord while he may be found, 
Eſa.s 5. 6. which ſaying of the Lords 
Prophet plainly intimates that there 
is4time when he may not be found of 
ſome,who ſecke him too late ; where 
fore as they that gather roſcs take 
their time, and looke our for them in 
the ſummer, when they may have 
them : ſodoe you looke out for Chriſt 
n:'w in theſe ware ſummerdayes of 
che Goſpell, which ſhines ſo flirely 


land tully among us ; yea.ro diy ſeeke 


him asitis written, Heh. 3 7.To day if ye 
wil heare his voice, harden- not Jour! 


hearts 5 | 


- 3 or the Roſe of Sharon. = 


hearts ; for you know not howſoone 
you may be taken from the meanes, 
or the meanes fr.»m you ; and whether 
the Lord will chen be found of you, 
when lying upon your death beds, you 
cannot heare his word, after you have 
deſpiſed it a long time in your beſt 
health : As for Gods people, they may 
be ſure (as I told you formerly) that 
they ſhall alwaies find Chrift in the 
winter of adverſity, as well as inthe 
ſummer of proſperity, and upon their 
death beds eſpecially,yeaatter death, | 
but you cannot be certaine of it, that | 
you ſhall find Chriſt at laſt, when you 
would, becauſe you did not anſwer his 
call when he would. See Prov. 1.24.25. 
late repentance may ſpeed, but early 
repentance is ſure toſpeed, faith*one, | * Perks ia 
and ſay ſo too of ſeeking atre1 Chritt, 
adding withalf that however lte ſee- 
kivg after Chriſt : I am fſureit ſpee- 
dethſo rarely, and ſoſeldome, as chat 
I canread bur of one thar ſought him | 
{olate, and found him, and that is the | 
thiefe upori the crofſt, and none elſe | | 
beſides him ; tor God loverh nor ſuch 
| (3 2 nignt- 


Lo 


a 
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night-birds, Zevir. 11.19. he forbid- 
derh his people the Jewes to teed on 
bats or flindermice, and thoſe twi- 
light birds ſignified putters of, and| 
rolongers ot repentance, and of ſee- 
king after Chriſt, who thinke to fluc- 
ter confuſedly about Chrift , and 1e- 
pentancein the evening of their wi.|. 
thered yeares,andin the night of their 
latter end ; ſo as that eaſily you may 
conceive how welcome moſt of them 
are then to Chriſt. Heare what a great 
Augbom.ar.' ancient * Door ſaith of ſuch, it a 
16. |man will in his laſt neceſſity obtaine 
| repentance, and ſo departeth, I con-| 
feſſe we doe not deny him what he 
poſtulates, and defires , but we pre- 
ſume not neither that he dieth well, 
whether he goe hence ſecurely and 
ſafely I cannot tell, q”oth he, and fo 
he concludes atlaſt, Yigg'go 4 2ubio te 
liberare, Fc. wilt thou therfore deliver 
& free thy ſelf from doubring,repent 
while thouart in health : Thus he of} 
repenting, and fo ſay] tcuching ſee- 
king after Chriſt, will you free your 
ſelves from the doubt whether Chriſt 
will welogme you at laſt, after ye have! 


——% _ Es — 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


waſted your beſt time, and his beſt 
time, wallowing in finfull and ſenſuall 
delights,then ſeeke after him, now to 
day, without delay, and fay not either 
as they in Hagg.1.2.the time is not come 
forus tocome to Chriſt, it is too ſoon 
yet,to morrow,to tnorrow; For God 
|* ſeeketh not after adilation 'in the 
voice of the crow, but an humble con- 
feiſion and groining after Chriſt in 
the voice and lighing of adove, whoſe 
tune is, Now, Now ; and notas the 
voice ofa crow, to morrow, fo mor- 
row;nay come, you ſhall not go hence, 
but you ſhall promiſe firſt, and reſolve 
within yoar ſelves, that as God ſhall 
enable you, ſo you will now forthwith 
think upon this matter ſeriouſly, and 
ſeek after Chriſt 1n the Law and Goſ- 
pell earneſtly;and that you will labour 
tor faich induſtrioufly , praying to 
Chriſt for taith inſtantly, that ſo you 
may carry away Chriſt at laſt moſt 
happily, to be ſaved by him eternally; 
I know the devill will be loth tolct 


- goſo,and to way theſe things,w® 
elong to your peace, he will raxher 


p- TR . ſollicir. 
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| 


ſolicite you to ſtay and tarry a little 
longer with him, as Laban would have 
ſtayed /acob to be his drudge for a lon- 
ger time ; but doe you not hearken 
unto him, nor be perfwaded by him, to 
ſtay a day or an houre longer with 
him,to be his ſlaves as you have been, 
no ; but rather hearken unto the 
Lord Chriſt, who in his word did 
now appeare unto you; and as once he 
appeared unto 1aceb, ſaying, ( as hee 
ſaid chen,Gen.21.3.) Come unto me,and 
{o conſequently,come away from Za- 
baz ; T ſhould ſay Satan, forhe doth 
but oppreſle you, butlle eaſe you, yea 
come preſently,quickly, faith he ; for 
ie ſpeaks inthe preſent time, Come, 
without delay,maxe, or early, which is 
Gods adverbe, whereas the Devill 
faith, mare, which is his verbe, that is, 
tarry : well if 1 were but able to pull 
you away from this cunning deceiver 
of your poore foules, and rocnſtate 
you in Chriit this diy, youſhould not 
tarry with him one moment longer ; 


| burit is God who muſt draw you, asit 
1s written, 704::.6. 44. No man Cab | 


COMme 


EE —— 


| 


or the Roſe of Sharos. | # 


come to me, except the father which 
hath ſent me, draw him, 7043.6.44. 
And therefore as the ſpouſe of Chr:ft 
did once pray for her ſelte, Cart,1.4. 
draw me, and we wi [run after thee:ſo 
will I pray for you, Lord draw thoſe 
whoot themſelves canvor goe, that 
they may come to Chrift, even as ma- 
ny as belong to Chriſt by the unalte- 
rable decree of thine eternall prede- 
ftination. 

I for my part can but perſwade you, 
and it may pleaſe God to blefle my 
perſwaſions, and to make them effe- 
Quall unto your poore ſoules, who can 
tell? and therefoe , 


_— 
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Foure grounds which ſhanld draw men 
to Chriſt, 


4 ]* ſhew you what grounds ſhould | 4.Ditarztis 

move youſoto goeto Chriſt,and | 9t #15 ule. 
to get him into your heatrs, as you 
wereinſtructed. | 
G 4 1 Doe 
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The excelency of Chrift, 
1. Doe but conſider his admirable 

fragrancy and ſweetneſfſe, for bein 
likearoſe, he muſt needs beas redo- 
lent as aroſe (whoſe ſent is moſt ſweet 
and pleaſant ) in regard of the fwect 
odor of his gracious words and works 
of obedience active and paſhve, and 
in regard of the ſweertnefſe and taire- 
nefſe of his perſon formerly menti- 
oned;and thertore how. 6 how ſhould 
ye be moved with this tranſcendent 
iweetnefſe of that ſweeteſt roſe of 
Sharon, toſeeke after it,and to get it ? 
how farre doe men goe for fragrant 
ſpices ; and how doe they adventure 
th:ir lives, failing in the Indies, and 
tne ſpicy 1{l:nds ? but ye need not goe 
fo farre for Chriſt, who is ſweeter then 
all ſpices;for he is nigh unto you, even 
inthe word, which we preach unto 
unto you. Againe, ye need not leave 
your houſe and home, and friends, as 


—————_ 


{men that are bound for the Indies, but 


orely your finnes, and you ſhall not 
needto adventure your lives, it you 
foe to Chritt ; for then you ſhall finde 
them, and fave them z and ſhould ye 


por 


-Jand mighty monarch of heaven and 


_ 


—— 


not be willing then to goe to Chriſt, 
which is bur a lictle way, forſaking 
your beſt beloved finnes, which can 
yeeld but little comfort ? 

2. Confider his delightfulneſle : 


be as delectable as a roſe, which de- 
lights oureyes as much as any flower. 
* Somme write of Tz##« the Romane 
Emperour,that he was of ſo {ſweet and 


commonly called, delitie generts hu- 
mani,the delight of mankinde, which 
might be bur a flattering ſpeech of 
men ; but of Chriſt Jeſus, that high 


earth, we may truly ſay ſo, without 
flattering, that he 1s indeed the very 
delight of mankigde: See Cart.s. 16. 
how he is ſaid to be altogether lovely 
ordeleCtable,as the * Hebrew hath ir, 
marke, he is altogerher delighttull, 
delighrfullI,namely in his perſon, firſt 
for its admirable beauty, Pſalme, 
$2 


For being like a roſe, he muſt needs. 


x | | 
amiable: a diſpoſition, as that he was 


cles, for firſt, he is ftiled the Light 


| of 


Y Delighttfull in his gracious Ti- 


or the Roſe of Sharon, | 89 4 
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of men, 104» 1.4. Now all know how 
dele&able and pleaſing rhe light is, 
as the light of the ſun, the light of the 
ftars, and the light of a candle, even 
lictle children do rejoyce at the light 
of a candle, and defire to play with it, 
becauſe they ſee adelightfulneſfſe in 
it, and we doe all take great delight 
in the ſhining ſun, and ſhall take a farre 
greater delight in that maſle of ſhi. 
niny light, which we ſhall ſee avother 
day in the higheft heavey, which for 
its brightnefſe may be truly * termed 
aro, hat is,all light ; and therefore 
how deleCable muſt Chriſt himſelte 
needs be, who is the Light, and that 
light, even that tranſcendent light, 
lohn i. 8. and that trne l1ght which en- 
liezhteneth, thatis, * endueth with rea- 
ſon, Every man that commeth into the 
world, oris borne into the world, and 
is the cauſe of another light, toras 
much as all rhings werz made by him, 
ver.z. yea, the very perfeQion of all 
created light,which* Plato termesthe 
erfection ot ſhining bodies, 
2. Heis called a * 5av:/0ur, and the 


| 
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$aViour | 


| | 
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Saviaw of al men, 1 Tim.4.10, which 
title of his is ſo delightfull, as thar ir 
ſhould even cauſe your heartsto leap 
within you, when you heare it as Saint 
Toha did leap in his mothers wombe 
for joy , at the voice of the bleſſed 
Virgins ſweeteſt falutation, Luke 1.44. 
yea, ſhould even forthwith pluck your 
hearts out of your breaſts and bo- 
ſomes, to tranſplant them intothe bo- 
ſome of Chriſt; for how delightfull is 
the very naming of a temporall Savi- 
our unto them that are in miſery, 
when they underſtand or heare of his 
willingneflſe to deliver them ; and 
* = how can your hearts chuſe 
but even dance for joy within you, 
whiles you heare me ſpeake of ſuch a 
Saviouras is called the Saviour of the 
world, and of all men, and ſo conſe- 
quently willing to fave you alſo, it 
you ſhallbeleeve in him ? for ſo the 
Apoftle goes on,who is the Saviour of 
all men, eſpecially of thoſe that be. 
leeve,* becauſe he ſaves them nat on- 
ly corporally, but ſpiritually and ever- 
laſtingly, whereas otherwiſe he __ 
.Dut 
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buc * preſerve you and others corpo- 
rally ; 

3. Nay is he not called ſalvation it 
teife, Lake 1.30. toſhzw, faith * one, 
cat there 1s no other Saviour bur 
eis ONe ; and this word ſalvation, 
quocth he, is the ſweeteſt word in all 
ch2 ſcripture, and therefore how de- 
lightfull muſt he needs be, who beares 
this name, whichis the ſweeteſt word 


{in all the bible? 


4. He is tiled a bridegroame, Iohn 
3.29. Matt. 9. 15.-in Latine ſponſes, 
quaſi promiſſus, as being promiſed by | 
nis heavenly father, tobe a husband 
unto all true beleevers. Now how 
deleQable is the name -- a bride- 

roome to a virgin,eſpecially it bein 
-» her that the 45. 2 man bride: 
groome whoſe beauty and ſw:etneſle 
of diſpoſition paſferhall orher mens ? 
ſand therefore how delighttull muſt 
[Chriſt needs be, who is fairer then 
tallcthe children of men, and ſweeter 
[toc, then all other men, in regardof 
his di/pofition, and how ſhould ye 
be delighted with him, O my dearl 


 belored,} | 
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1 made! 


_ {better then it, 
rue upon Earth, 
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beloved , when ye heare me tell of 
him defiring you even forthwith to 
chuſe him for your bridegroome, for- 
faking all other finfull and ſepſuall de- 
lights, wherewith you have been hi- 
therro too much enamoured and 
faſcinated, or bewitched ? O confi- 
derof it,conſider of it deare friends, | 

ou can never make the like choice, 
while the world ſtand?th, the Lord 
open your eyes and hearts, that you 
may ſee your owne good,and may not 
ler lip fo faire an opportunity to be 
ſo highly preferred, and for ever 


5. Againe,is he not called a friend, 
Cant. 5.16. This is my fricnd,0 dangh- 
ters of Ieruſalew. Now how delight- 
full a good friend is you know like. 
wiſe, the very fight of ſuch a friend 
is ſweer * ſaich one ; and hee that 
hath ſuch a friend, ſaith another , 
hath the ſweeteſt thing that may 
bee ; nay, there is no thing 
next unto Ver- 
quoth hee , 
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childre, brothers, for as ſhining bodies 
doe even transfuſe' ſome of their 
light into thoſe places which are nigh 
unto them : ſo doth atrue and faith- 
full friend-ſend torth, and breathe 
ſweetneſſe, and grace, and pleaſant- 
nefle, faith * another ; and therefore 
how pleaſant muſt Chriſt needs 
be 2 who is that true and faithfull 
friend indeed , who being once be- 
friended with any indeed, never cea- 
ſes, norcan he ceaſe to be: kind, and 
courteous, and affable unto him;and 
roſend and dart forth ſome comforta- 
ble beames of his pleaſant counte- 
nance into his beleeving foule, to 
make it lightſome, ſerene, and chear- 
full 2 You will have all things com- 
mon with you according to the * ng- 
cure of true friendſhip, whick* requi- 
rethiaſocietie, atid confiſts of aſoci- 
etle, 

1. Acommonrighteouſnes;lmean 
in the firſt place, 7ex.23.6.x Cor.1:1,30- 
2 Cor.5.21. 

2. \ common Father, 1ohz 20.17. 

3. Acommon kingdome,10h.17.24 


[aPad.1.1T 4A, 
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or the Roſ; e of Sharon. 


4. Acommon throne, in that cele- 
ſtiall kingdome, Rev. 1.11. 

Now tell me what friend elſe can 
doe ſo much for you, as this friend 


| will doe for you. Is there any that you 


know among all the friends you nave, 
and in whom you take moſt delipht ? 
No, No, there can be none ſuch, bur 
Chritt, zone bat Chrift,and thertore, O 
that you were willing to forget even 
father & mother, brethren, and fifters, 
and all your kindred, yea,aud all other 
friends beſidcs, thac are carnall, for 
this deare friend Chriſt his ſake. as it is 


| written, Hearken, O daughter, and conſi- 


der ,and encline thine eare,and forget alſo 
'11:ne owne people, and thy fathers houſe, 


Pſal. 45. to. The Lord inclive your 


hearts todoe it, that ſo youal'o may 
be able to fay in truth, This Chriſt 
who is that pleaſant roſe of Sharon, is 
our friend alſo as well as yours, © ye 
daughters of Jeruſalem, Camt. 5.16: - 
3. Conſider Chr:ſts lovingne(ſe, who 
for being like a roſe, and as red asa 
roſe, in regard of his bluudſhed, he 
muſt needs be moſt loving, or elle he 


- would 


3. 
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would never ſhed his heart blood tor 
us. See how the Apoſtle reaſoneth, 
* Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
thar is, of Chriſt, who is God, as well 
as man , becauſe he laid down hu life for 
5, Great was the love of theſe two 
{great friends, * Damon and Pyihies, 
who were even ready to dye one for 
another; but greater was Chriſts, who 
did lay down his Life for us, being 
then none of his friends, but his great- 
eſt Enemies, Rom. 5. 10, and therefore 
how loving, 6 how lovirg a Saviour, 
ſay I, muſt Chrift needs be, who out 
of bis meere and free love would even 
unſoule himſelf for us men by death, | * 
and depoſe his bleſſed lite tor us re- 
 bels, chat had juſtly expo'ed our 
ſelves to the ſtroke of death by our 
fiofull lite ! 

O go, gothen unto this loving and 
gracious Saviour, ye poore finuers, 
go, be not afraid of him, tor if he 
would have you die , he would never 
have dyed hinſelf foryou, andit he 
were minded to deny you that eter- 
rall lite, which every one of you 


ſhould | 


] 


| 


''Neyer have laid down his own moſt 


— OO" 
. 


or the Roſe of Sharon, 


ſhouls infinitely preterre before chis 
reſent lite, which 1s but ftraile and 
all and momentany, he would 


; precious life, to deliver you from that 

, death which is eternal! or thus, as | 

| Manoahs wife ſaid once toher husband, 

when he was atraid that they ſhould 
ſhould ſurely dye, becauſe rhey had 
'ſeenGod; If the Lord were pleaſed !o 
| kill us,he would not have received a burnt 

i offering at our hands, and a meat off erin 

| at our hands, neither would he have [hew- | 
ed us at thoſe e things , nor would he at this | 


' time have told us fo ih things, as theſe, 
| Iudg. 13. 22, 23. lo ſay Lunto you, it 
; happily you be afraid leaſt you dye, 
| and that for ever, being damned by 
the Law of Godfor your ſins in gene- 
rall, andtor your unbeliefe in ſpecia!l, 
| becauſe you nave notyet by faith {ec 
and beheld the Lord Chriſt, as it is 
written, he that beleeveth not , COn- 
demned already. Iohn 3. 18. if the 
were pleaſed to kill you, he wou! 14 v{ogs 
; have offered himſelt as an offering 


unto God, his Father ,upon the crofle, 
| H e1cF- 


* 
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neither would he have now ſhewed 
 |youall theſe things, which you have 
* Azz. in |heard related of him,onely * beleeve 
74-143. |beleeve on him, and then youſhallnot 
*»c, *| die bur live. For ſo God /oved the world, 
that he gave hw onely begotten Son, that 
whoſoever beleeveth on him ſhould nat 
periſh but have everlaſting life , Tohn 3. 
* Zzcch., | 16.wherefore * caft away fromyou all 
8, 31,2: | your tranſgreſſions,whereby you have 
tranſgrefled, and fo going away from 
your fins go and draw neere to Chrift, 
by faithin his name, which the Lord 
in mercy grant you, For why w:l! you 
2ye, 0 houſe of Iſrael, Orthus, why will 
- dye, 6 ye poore ſinners, the Lord 
| ath not pleifure in the deathof him, 
that dyech, wherefore turne your 
ſelves, and turne in unto Chriſt b 
faith, andlive-you, The Lordof life 
put life in you that ye may live, 1 
— | humbly beſeechhis Majeftie. 
4 Chii''s f 4, Confideralſo, my dearely belo- 
"aſl, | ved, the needfulneſſe of Chrift , who | 
rhercfore reſembles himſelf to aroſe, 
that you may ſee what need you have 
of him. For Roſes, as you know,. we 


| can | | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


can * hardlyeft ſpare of all flowers, 
becauſe they be fo uſefull and ſo me- 
dicinall, whereby you may eafily con- 
ceive how needfull then Chrift him- 
ſelf is, in whom, asthe Creator , ac- 
cording to thar often mentioned rule, 
there muſt needs be more medicinall- 
nefſe and needfulnefſe then poſlibly 
can be in a created Roſe, unto which 
he is pleaſed to compare his facred. 
ſelf; 

Take a view of ſome particular 

reſpects. 

rt. See howneedfull he is in regard 
of che lite nacurall. 

2. Inregardof the lifeſpirituall. 

3. Inregard of the Lite eternall, 

1. Tobegin withthe /ife Natural, 
what is it wichourt Chriſt, bura curſed 
death ? for without him , you are ftill 
under the curſe, Gal. 3. ro, 13. SOas 
that your very mzat and drink, and 
wealth, and ſtore, and fruits , and bo- 
dies are all accurſed , ſee Demt. 28.1y, 
16, 17, 18. till Chriſt who was made a 
curſe for them that beleeve, deliver 


—— 


you irom that curſe, Gal. 3. 10. and 
J H a2 have 
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{from their curſe, * Freacrick Barbaroſ- | 


| have you not cauſe enough to goto 


_— OD — — —— 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


Chriſt to be freed from ſuch a curſe ? 
ſome Ermperours and Kings have 
even proftrated themſelves before 
the Popes of Rome, being but ex- 
communicated by Popes to be freed 


ſa, that glorious and victorious Em- 

erour of Rome, dideven ſutter one 
of the Popes of Rome to tread upon | 
his neck ro have his ablolution, and to 
trec his ſon , who was then the Popes 
priſoner at Venice. But you for your 
part need not goe to the Pope ot 
Rome, but onely to Cliri{t, by taith, 
whoisn the middeſt of us , to be ex- 
empred from the curſe of Gud upon 
your eſtates, and bouies, as wellas 
ſouls, and you need Bot put your 
necks nnder the odicus teet of an Im- 
 pericus andiniuiting Pope, but under 
the yoke of Clift, whofaich, 7 am 
lowly, and my yoke t edfic, and my burden 
# lieht, Math, 11.29, 30, and ſhould 
ye not be wi:1ng to goto Chritt, yea, 
into Chriſt, be!1eving on him, to free 
your icives froin that curſe, which 


lyeth 


—_— —_— 
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lyeth ſo heavy upon you, andupon all | 
that you poſlcſſe. | 
Secondly, Confider Chriſts need- | 2.Inregzrd 
fulneſſe in regard of the life ſpirituall. | Mi Pry 
I. Itishe that mult free you from | x, 
the burning heat of filchy luſts, and | 
covetous defires. Yea, from the reign | | 
and power of every heating fin , even 
as Roſes either diftiiled or infuſed or 
conſerved, do take away, orallay the 
hear and hight of hot diſeaſes and 
purge the body. See Tohn 8. 36. If the 
ſonne therefore [hall make you free, ye ſhall 
be free indeed, whereupon it tolloweth, 
that if he deliver us not, we are in 
bondage ſtill, and are fick (til! , even 
very ſick, irrecoverably fick of the 
moſt dangerous and contagious le. 
profie of fra; nay, toreyer uck, and|\, 
tor ever in thraldome tor che willot | | « 
th2 damned will be ever perverſe, | where he 
ſaith * Loxzbard, Some fins, men may ; —_— a: 
leaveindeed, for want of means and Ian jimmy 
opportunities, or tor teare, whereup- ar hy 
on they may conceive that they are "_ S 
gt ſo bad as they are. Yea, may even | hell alſo, 
juſtifie themſelves wich the Pharilſee, | yea,or 20- 


up Ge er — m_” 


2 Luke\ | 
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Luke 18. 11. and conclude, that the 

are indeed converted, and ſhall be e-. 
rernally ſaved, bur there is none for | 
all this of all thoſe that are out of 
Chrift, who liveth not under the pow- 
er and predominancy of one com- 
manding finne or other, inwardiy, or 
outwardly , or both, becauſe Chriſt 
hath ſaid t, that he muſt make us tree, 
if weſhailbe free indeed, mark indeed, 
orſubſtantially, really, exiſtently, as 


+ 2,745, | the * originall hathit, and not imagi- 
narily, verbally, ſeemingly, as many | 
conceive themſelves to be, being la- 
mentably deceived, and that either f 
 _ | becauſe they never ſearch them- | 
: Qu4 en | ſelyes to any purpoſe, or becauſe God 
neſciat fieri | 
u homo d:- | Rath deſervedly * given them over, 


_ rer-- | for their former delinquencies, and 
ages" ogy abhorred exorbitancies into a repro- 


preced:ati= | bate ſenſe, that they cannot ftecle, nor 


um pcceato- | ſee their fins. 
m1, ut non 


videat pe. | Take a Survey, if you will, ofrhoſe 


cata ſc: | ſeverall Lordly fins,which domineere 
G abr, Biel. : 4 
is an 04.7; | Overthem, and then their ouiltineſle, 


/« Lea.s, | and filthineſſe, will appear as cleare as 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Some of them cannot deny,if 
they will buttell the truth , thar they 
are moſt horrible ſwearers ; though 
perhaps they be no theeves, or adul- 
rerers. 

Secondly , others moſt audacious 
prophaners of the Lords moſt holy 
and glorious Day , pretending Chri- 
{tian ſ1bertie. 

Thirdly, others they be no ſwea- 
rers, yet are moſt ſpighttull, ungrate- 
tull, and ſtubborn againft their very 
parents, being worſe then brute crea- 
tures, which do recompenſe, ſupport, 
and help their "aged parents as much 
as much as they can, 2 71m.3.2. 

Fourthly, others, though they be 
neither drunkards, noruſurers,yetare 
moſt fierce like Tigers, bears, and 


Tim, 3, 3, 

Fitthly, others are moſt laſcivious, 
{either in, orour of the ſtare of marri- 
age, like unto filthy Dogs, and neigh- 
ing Horſes. 

Sixthly, others moſt inſatiably co- 
vetous and greedy, like the © Horſe- 


Lions, when they are provaked , 2 


H 4 leeches | 


A 


4$* 


b Ciconte &- 
nim feſſ9s 
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leeches daughters, which ever cry, | 
* Sexguſ | 7jve,zive, *ucking blood and vomit- 
PAC C2. |* o? 

- Ng it up again, to fill themſelves a- 


# 
| a 


: R , 
P:1Cats Fans | * 
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5&1 Seventhly, others moſt brutiſhly 
pita fivrit fLntemperate in Eating. or drinking, 
Kmcnomi foOmetimes breaking out by notorious 
4”. \drunkennefſe , and gluttonie , and 
Tie: © * [[ometimes vailing themſelves with a 
| 7. {|kindeotreſtraint,when they be not ſo 
over-drunk , nor {o notoriouſly glut- 
conous ; as others , but only do over 
creedily pleaſe their pallates with 
Qelicate meat,and ſtrong drink;which 
voth they love better then God him- 


+ \ſeltwhomadeboth, 2 Tim. 3.4. 
e. Eighthly , others are as envious as 
| *x Sami8.;© Siu} Or as at Peacock,who out of en- 


8, Qs Fe. ws 0. , ” 
e Gemiz.Lz, | VIE, aS1t were, hideth His own dung, 
| 6 42 which is moſt medicinall , that man | 
may not be the better torir. 
9. Ninthly, others are moſt hatefull 


and malicious, againſt ſome, either 
I |Firſt, Becauſe they difter from them 
2. |inthepower of religion; orſecondly, 

|Gecauſ? they are hike to carry away 
| {one profic, or ſome preterment, or 
| applauſe | 


_ _ - mes RS om. —_— 
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applauſe, which they would fain have, 
| and gaine to themſelves ; or thirdly, 3. 
$ 'becaule they have given them ſome, 
even the leaſt diſtalte, therefore they 
| cannot endure the fight of them,yea, 
| they could even teare them , being 
like a * Panther,who if he doe but ſee $Sr-Bafi 

a mans picture upon a paper will teare | —_ 
It, becauſe he hateth him moſt deadly, | miti,p.8 23. 
and cannot abide him, 

| Tenthly, others are as inſolent and 
proud as the devill himſelfe, manife- 
ſting ſo much by their monſtrous fa- 
ſhions, paintings, boaſtings, or elle 
| | Keepingitinſecretly tothemſelves,as! 
{ | being contented witha hidden, mot 
eager and greedy defire of vaine-glo- 
rie,which like an ever vexing, urging, | 
and ſcourging * fury ſo hunteththem, * Hoc enim 
as that they doe even all they doe to ——_ va 
| *be ſeen of men,who ſee but their glo-' aut wm 

| rious works, bur cannot ſee their odi. | 9/914 
 ouspride,and abominable affectation > oo, 
and ambition. Iſhould beagfinite,if I, *M.23.5. 
| ſhould nominate all the doimiieering | 

\ \finnes whichreigne inthechildrenof| 
diſobedicnce, and convince thtmto! 
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be out of Chriſt, who makes men free, 
theſe may ſuffice at preſent; oncly ſuf- 
fer me to perſwade you, who live un- 
derſuch tyrannous Lords,eventhere- 
fore to get Chriſt, that by him you 
may be freed from ſuch an inſuffera. 
ble tyranny ; or if you will have me 
ſpeake more ſutably, to the metaphor 
of a cooling roſe, from the foreſaid 
burning * leprofie of ſinne, we read, 
2 King.s.1.23. that Naaman the Syri- | 
an was a great man with his maſter, 
and honourable, and a mighty man of 
valour,bura Leper, which ſpoiled all, 
whereupon a little Hebrew maid, 
which waited on his wife, ſaid to her 
miftrefle, would God my Lord were 
with the Prophet that is in Samaria, 
tor he would recover him of his le- 
profie. Anſwerably whereunto fay 
I unto yon, who may be ennobled 
likewiſe with many excellent na- 
turall parts and endowments , but 
withall are ftaincd with one kind of le- 
profie or other (for there are ſundry 
kinds of ir) I meane one infeCtious 
reigning ſinne or other, beipg either 


— 

/ _ 
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outw2rdly and notoriouſly ſpotted as 
Elephants, or inwardly ravenous as 
Wolves, or fierce as Lyons, or de. 
ceitfull as ſerpents (that I may allude 
roall the foure ſorts of naturall lepro- 
fie) whoſe heat and powernone bur 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon can take away. 
Toyou l ſay, as that damoſell wiſhed 
her mafter to be with the Prophet 
Eliſha,ſo doe ye heartily wiſh and de- 
ſirenow that your ſoules may be with 
Chrift,that ſweet roſe of Sharon, Chrilt 
Jeſus, that he may recover them of 
their ſpirituall leprofie. Some write of 
* Agatho , that he wasa man fo hol 
and gracious,as that witha kifſe he gid 
cure a man of his leprofie, aſſoone as 
he met him, which relation whether it 
be true or no, this Iam moſt certaine 
of, that Jeſus Chriſt, the roſe of Sharon, 
both can and will free not one leper 
onely, but every one of you whoſe 
ſoules are leprous, from their moſt in- 
tetious and pernicious ſpirituall le- 
profie, if you doe but kifſe him with 
the kifſe of faith. See AZF.15.9.how he 
is faid to * purifie the heart by faith , 
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and therefore get faith firſt, and then 
kiſle Chriſt next, obſerving the inſtru. 
Rions formerly tendred unto you, 
and praying eſpecially, or ſpeaking as 
much to Chriſt,as the damoſell to her 
miſtreſle. O that our poore ſoules alſo 
were with thee, as the ſoules of others 
are, ſweet Jeſu ! Olet them come to 
thee, and that they may come, draw 
\them, and then free them, as Eliſha 
freed Naaman from the leprofie of fin 
{and corruption, we humbly pray thee. 
| This doe, and then I dare ſecure you 
in the words of Chriſt, that ye ſhall be 
all cleane through the word of Chriſt, 
'or by vertue of the word of Chriſt, 
; which I have preached unto you, los 
25.3. 
| Secondly, it is Clvift that muſt 
| | quicken you to live the lite of grace : 
'as roles 1n.vineger eſpecially doe re- 
vive a man that is taken with dead 
pulles, that he may live the life of na- 
ture, for therefore he is ſaid to be the 
lite of beleevers, Col.4. 34. and tolive 
inthem, Gal.2.20.,and this lite is ſo ne- 
ceflary, as that without it we can doe 
| nothing, | 


-— — > Rs 


- 


nothing, thatis, nothing as we ought, 
acceptably and fincerely, to the right 
end, and in the right manner : For 
otherwiſe men may doe many things, 
as Herod, Mar.6- 20. they may pray 
{ much, heare much, read much, fatt 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 109 | 


| muſt, give much, repeate much, con- 


| : | 
;as that they. may even deceive both | 


{| others and themſelves, as thoſe too- 
{liſh parabolicall virgins, Matt.25.11, 
12. who, becauſe they were virgins, 
| did make no queſtion butthey ſhould } 
(enterinto the cceleſtiall marriage, as 
| well as the wiſe , tor therefore they 
{{faid, Lord, Lord, open unto us, but 
they could have no other anſwer but 
this, ver.12. Verily Lay unto you, I 
know you not, for they wanted the 
oyle ot the life of grace, and held 
| forth only the emapty Lamps ofſhewes 
of grace. Againe,they wanted Chrift, 
whois the lite of the righteous, and 
the oyle, or cauſe and ground of the ! 
lightand life of grace , and therefore | 
hetels them, I know you not : ſo that | 


ter much, yea, they may have ſhewes | 
of every grace, ſaith * one, inſomuch | * Baton. 
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needs you muſt ger Chrift, it ye will 
truly live the lite of grace, or elſe 
though you make never ſo many 
ſhews, you will but deceive your 
ſelves,like thoſe virgins, or like thoſe 
filly * women, who, in ancient time, 
being deluded by Satan, did verily 
thinke thar they did ride on beaſts by 
vighr, and travell over many coun- 
tries, when they did not : ſo you will 
bur imagine that you goe I know not 
how farre in the way of lite and true 
godlineſle, having a forme thereof 
whereas, for want of Chriſt your 


hearts will not ſtirre nor move a whit | 


as they * ought, ſo as that you ſhall do 
what you doe in fincerity, and truth, 
and to the glory of God, becauſe the 
truth hath ſaid ir, without me ye car doe 
nothing : O goethen and ger Chriſt, 
whateverye doe in the manner and 
order aforeſaid, and ler none of you 
ſleepor flumber as the fooliſh virgines 
did; bur ſtirre and rouze up your droo- 
ping ſpirits, and goeI will not ſay, ad 
vendentes,tothem that ſell, as the wiſe 
virgins faid to the fooliſh, but ad ver- 
aentem, 
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dentem , or to him that ſells himſelte, 
I meane Chriſt himſelf, and beg faith, 
which is like gold, for he ſellethit, yea, 
himſelfe, for loe here he offereth 
himſelfe, ſaying, Rewv.3.18. I counſel 
thee to buy of me gold,thatis, faith, that 
thou mayeſt be rich, aydrayment, that 
is, me, Chriſt himſelf, that thy naked- 
nefſe may not appeare, I adde by way 
of expoſition ; but rather that thou 
mayſt be graced and clothed with the 
glorious robe of my righteouſneſle 
impured, and with fine linnen of ha- 
bicuall righteouſneſſe intuſed, and 
derived from the fulnefle of grace 
and goodnefie, which is in me, as the 
ocean and fountaine of all grace and 
holinefle, 1-47 1.16. 

Thicdly, it is Chrift that muſt com- 
fort your foules, as roſes doe comfort 
the hearc of the body, See /oh.15.26. 
164. 15. 7. how himſelte againe and 
againc oth promiſe to ſend the com- 
forter, implying, that if any man will 
be b2:4-we 3 with rhe ſweet confolati- 
en3G: h:5{917'r hemuſt be beholding 
fo tz) forte, or He he muſt goe with- 

Our 
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out it : even as whoſoever would have | 
corne in the ſeven yeares of famine, 
was to get it of loſeph,or elſe he might 
ſtarve, even in Egypt itſelte, where 
there was corn enoughin the granaries 
erected by loſeph tor that purpoſe. So 
a man ſay I, may live in the church, & 
want that true and ſolid comtort, 

which commerh by Chriſt, both iu his 
lifeand in his death, though he livein| 
aplace,where there is no want of com. | 
tort, but comfort enough taught and 

protered,and to be had by Chrift, un- 

lefle he will repaire to Chriſt, who is 

che true and caretull Joſeph, ,that muſt 
impart unto us his holy {piritthe com: j 
torter, and cheare up our hearts, as a| 
roſe. | 


Some temporaries that are illumi- 


nated and torward fer a time, ſuchas| 


[areſaidco have taltedof the heavenly! 


giit,and ofthe good word of God,and | 
of the powers of the world to come, 
Heb.6.5,6. may have certaine flathes 
of joy and comfort ; butrche true, and 
ſound, and ſolid co;ntort, which dit-| 
ters as much trom. their raſte, as thej 
caſting 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 
taſting ot good meat from the eating ' 
of it, none can enjoy and feele bur 
onely by Chriit himſelte, inhabiting! 
the heart, and bleſſing ir with the 
(\weeteft influence of the unurterable 
joyes and comforts of his holy ſpirir, 
by whom he doth not only enlighten | 
them as remporaries, but alſo regene- 
rates, and new creates them iu ſuch an 
{admirable and glorious manner, as 
that the joy and comtort thence re- 
| $ ſulcing, muſt nceds be allo tull ofglo- 
[TY x Per. 1.8. And therefore as they 
| that wanted corne, went to Joſeph in 
| Egypt to get ſome, ſodoye repaireto 
+ 1 Chriſt, beleevingin bim, that fo you 
| alſo may rejoyce in him with joy un- 
{peakable and tull of glory : For why 
will ye, and how can ye live ſouncom. 
fortably, as ye have lived formerly, mi 
| being alrogerher deſticute of that ho- > p 
Fi | ly ſpirit of promiſe, whole ſoule-re- 
' | o | 
| 


freſhing comforts none can tru.y 
teele, till he be truly and throughly 
come home to Chrilt. += 

.3 So for the lite to come, it 1s apes wn 
Chriſt that mult procure and —_ oo 
I tne 


— 
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the ſame unto you, or elſe you muſt 
never looke for it, but rather for 
death and deſtruftion, as it is proba- 
bly conceived, that if roſes had not 
revived ſome by Gods bleſſing upon 
them, they had dyed when they were 
taken with grievous pulls, See 1ohz 3. 
36. He that beleeveth not the ſonne, 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth upon him. Hence * Auſtin, no 
man is freed from the damnation 
which Adam hath brought upon us, 
but only by faith in Jeſus Chrift. 

This one ground well digeſted, is 
like to doe you moſt good ; for as I 
cold you formerly, the terrors of the 
law, breathing out nothing but hor- 
ror, and damnation, muſt firſt make 
you afraid, before you will goe to 
Chriſt «: ye ought: even asa great ma- 
ny men will neyer yeeld to leave the 
world, and the cares of it, till they ſee 
chat they muſt die;and 4s ſome others 
will gever beg , being too much aſha- 
med todoe it, till they ſec that they 
muſt doeit,or ſtarve : ſo you will ne- 
ver yeeld to leave your deareft fins, 


and 


np - 


| 
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and boſome delights,and to beg faith 
in good carneſt, and to goe to Chrift 
by faith, unlefle you ſee death as it 
were before your eyes, and confider 
of it ſeriouſly , that you mult ſtarve, 
and dye, and periſh for ever in that 
formidable and horrible lake, which 
burneth with fire and brimftone if you 
doe it not. 

And therefore, as * men went no 
farther, bur tood fill by the dead bo- 
| dyof Aſael : ſo goe no further, till ye 
have viewed and digeſted this chiete 
andlaft ground, concerning lite and 
death, that ſo you may proceed no far- 
ther, neither in your chaſe and eager 
purſuit after the profits, ſports, plea- 
ſures and preferments of this world; 
bat rathermay beg faving faith of Jeſus 
Chrift, who is the author of it{as I no- 
ted betqre ) and then may looke up 
by faich on Jeſus Chrift, that ye periſh 
not. O my dearly beloved, what will 
not a man doe that he may not * die , 
Skin for skin,yea all that a man hath will 
he give for bs life, ſaid Satan once to 


God, lob 2.4.Iadde,efſpetially,ita man 
Ta |} —_ 


—_———— 
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being a priſoner, were like to be car- | 
ried every moment out ct his priſon | 
the place of execution, there to be ro. 
ſted in a chaire of brafle by a {mall | 
fire, and ſotodye by little and little, | 
and to finiſh his miſerable lite in un- 
ſpeakable torments, would not a man : 
give all chat he hath that he might 
| not dye fuch a fearfull death. And 
therefore what 1s it that you ſhould 
| not be willing to doe , andto forgoe, 
| who being priſoners too, mult expect: 
every minute to be carned away ot 
[the devill, who keeps you in priſon, | 
[2 T/n.2.26. Ito the terrible place of 
|execution, called hell. there to be ro- : 
| ſed, and to be burned, and rormens | 
red, net by a ſmall, but agreatand. 
mighty fre,which the wrath or breath ' 
of God, like a ſtreatne of brimſtone, | 
{doth kindle, Ef. 30. 33. even for, 
;everandever,it Chriſt tree you nut, | 
; nay, ſuppoſe a man migit eſcape ſuch | 
a lh puniſhment of fire, and. 
five lns life, it he would but goe {orth | 
our of prifon 1o his King, who can 
free lum, fallmg downce betore him, | 
| anc: | 


— ---q— — 2 _- i. % vo un —_ - -— COS. 
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and fubmitting himſelte uuto him to | 
| be diſpoſed of by him, doe ye thinke | 
' he would not willingly leave his pri- 

| ſon, and even run to the King,and do | 
any thing rather, that the King ſhall | | 
' command, then burne, Well, you may ! ' 
| eſcape ſo, I am ſure, and therefore: 
ſhould ye not gladly leave finne , 

which 1s bur like a ftinking priſon , 

and goeto Chrift the King ot Kings, 

who requireth no more but your 
comming, , and the leaving of your 
anes, and humbling of your ſoules, 
and a ready ſubmiſſion to be diſpofed 
by his holy will : Lec Satan then ſug- 
' geſt what he wil}, {zying, how can ye 
torgoe ſuch a dat ung dJclight > and | 
how can ye ſpare luch a ſweet gaine ? 
and how can ye live without ſuch 
honour ? you may now ealily put; «< 
him off with his owne words , ſay- 

ing, « All that a man hath will be grove 
' for hs life ; are not theſe thine owne 
words ? canſt thou deny them Sa- 

'ta4n 2 chow canſt not, thou canſt , 
[not ; and therefore, neyer trouble 

| us more with theſe inficnations and 
bL. I 3 whil- 


| 
| 
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whiſperings of thine, we are reſolved 
to ſuffer ſuch a temporalllofle rather, 
and to goe to Chriſt now, then to goe 
on in our finnes to the utter undoing 
and loofing of our poore ſoules for 
everandever. Thus repell Satan,and 
thus be indaced, I pray you, to confi- 
derthe day of your viſitation, and the 
moſt terrible danger you are in, that 
ſo you may nan. la to Chriſt, and 
Chrift may come to you, which God 
in mercy grant for his goodneſfle, and 


tor his Chriſts ſake. 


_— 
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Sixe Lets,which keep men from Chriſt, 


are tobe removed, 
The firft s Blindneſſe. 
$.Dilaratis UT Iamafraid forall this , left 
ofthisuſe., | 5, AF my perſwaſion prove truitlefle, 


unlefle ſome certain impediments, 
whichlie inthe way, be firſt diſſolved 
and removed, and therctore Ile now 


| beftow 


oY 


or the Roſe of Sharos. T 9 


beſtow ſome of my pains that way, as 
being confident, that, as when the pil- 
lars and poſtes of an old tottering 
houſe are taken away,down comes the 
houſe, ſo your former and old Diſpo- 
fitions which I ſuppoſe are now tot- 
tering and wavering already, upon | 
that which hath been ſaid already, 
will quickly fall rothe ground, and be 
proftrated unto Chrift, who looks for 
ſuch, as are dejeted and throwne 
down, it thoſe ſeyerall poſtes, which 
as yet keep them up, may be pulled a- 
way both by me,and your ſelv2s. 

1. I fay by me firſt, who mult ſhew 
them nnto you, and perſwade you to | 
throw them away. 

2. By yourſelves, who muſt follow 
my adviſe, for elſe I can doe you no 

ood. 

For the firſt, that I may diſcharge | > , | 
my dutie, I fay there are fix maine : 
poſts, orlets, which yet beare up ma- 
ny mens tottering wils, and muſt be 
taken away ; I meane, 

I, Blindn:fle. 


2. Blockiſhneſle. 
| I 4 3. Baſe-! 
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2. Baſeneſle. 
4. Brutiſhneſfle. 
4 Bitterncſle. 

Bulineſſe. 
} c. Let, " alindneſſe iS 4 MAN ſupporter, 
| Blindn«fle. | and Ker pe: up of thewils, and diſpo- 
irions of men, to make them ſtand 
| Out againſt Chriſt , and to go without 
hin 
'F For, 1. aSa blind man, doth not ſee 
2 Roſe. and therefore cares not tor it, 
thoughitbe never ſo faire ; ſo naturall 
men, being blind, > Cortath. 4. 4. Can- 
nor ſee any {\uch excellency and beau- 
tie in Chriſt, for the which they ſtould 
| defire him , and theretore they care 
| | nottor bim , though rticy heare us tell | 
| much of him, they may be moveda 
little for the time, but 1 ſay they will 
| BOt ſo care for him , astogotohimas | 
they ought, away from themſelves, | 
| and away trom their bale luſts, away 
from their pride, and away from all 
| their boſome fins, who be as deare un- | 
tothem, as their right eyes, and right 
hands. 
F 2. Asablind man, who cannot ſee 
or. 
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' or ſmella Roſe, being farre from it, 


naturall men and women , canput no 
difference between Chriſt the true 
| Roſe of Sharon, and the vain and tran- 
 fitorie delights, pleaſures, profits, 
; whichare but like painted flowers,and 
hence it cometh topaſle, chat they do 
farre preferre the vanitie of periſhing 
creatures, before the everliving Lord 
of glorie, becauſe they are not able 
to ſee the emptineſſe and nothing- 
nefle of the one, and the fulneſle, 
fairenefſe, and Glory of the other, 
Like Eſops Cock,whopreferred a bar- 
ley corn, before an orient pearle, and 


i like Eſa, wo fer a higher prize upon 


a pottage of Lentiles, whereby vene- 
rable * Beda underſtands vanitie, then 

, upon his birth-right, whereby was ty- 

pified the inheritance of the King- 

| dome of heaven, Gen.24.34- 

E-of you aske me how ſhall we re- 

move this blindeſfle ? 


I Anſwer, x. You imuft pray God, 


| 


_— 


wo 


' can put nodifference between apain-. 
ited flower, and atrue naturall roſe, ſo 


that as he opened the eyes of thoſe 


I21 
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two Diſciples that went to Emaus that 
they knew him,ſo he would open your 
eyes, that you may know him and ſee 
his glorious beautie , with the eyes of 
your minde, and alſo the vanitie of 
thoſe things, which you do ſo prize 
above him, or elſe Ipreachinvain. 

2. Suffer me to compare both 
Chrift and thoſe things which you 
prize ſo together , and do youthinke 
on it. Forthougha blind man of him- 
felt, cannot pur adifference between 

flowers and flowers by ſight, yet when 
he hears others tell of them he may: 
And ſo mayyou beable to diftinguiſh 
between Chrift and finne, after you 
| have prayed to God to open your 
eyes, and have heard the Minifter 
ſpeak of bothin the preaching of his 
word, which his divine Majeftie may 
 blefſe unto you , who can tell, I for 
; my part do infinitely defire it,and pray 
God that it may be ſo, ſaying,even ſo, 
Lord, give thy heavenly benediCtion | 
and bleſſing to thy word, that it may 
work and illuminate thoſe men and 
| women , whoſe underftandings = 
| dark- 


| 


——— 
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darkened that they may ſee. 

Now to the matter. 

As for Chriſt firſt, him Ile deſcribe 
out of the Canticles 5.10,11,12,13.14, 
15,16. concluding thence-from, that 
1. he is more faire. For ſo his faire 
Spouſe tells thoſe which inquired at- 
ter him, ſaying , What & thy beloved 
more then another beloved that thou doeſt 


ſo charge us, verl, 9. My beloved i white 


and raddy , verl. 10. of which beautie 
much hath been ſaid already. 

2. He is moſt cxcellent ſtrong and 
valiant ; For he is the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſand , oras the * Hebrew hath 
it, the very foremoft or ftandard- 
bearer, among an infinitemultitude,w. 
ib.ſeealſov.1s.the ſtrength of his legs 

3, Heis moſt rich. For 1. hs head 
is as the maſt fine gold,even * God him- 
ſelf, who isÞ richin mercy, and abun- 


dant in goodneſleand in truth, Exod. |: 


34. 5, 6. 2, and his hands are as gold 
rings, ſet with theberyl, that is, his 
<works are moft rich , and precious, 
even the moſt rare works of his; firſt 
Redemption ; and ſecondly, Mortih- 
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cation ; and thirdly, SanCtification by 
his holy Spirir. 3. and b#s Befy, that is, 
his very death and *mortalitie , im- 
plyed by his belly, as Gregory notes, & 
moſt rich, tending to incorruption and 
immorrtalitie, figoified by bright Ivory 
\which is moſt durable, and is aſſumed 
among Kingly ornaments, overlaid 
with Saphires | whichare of anaeriall 
and heavenly colour, and f{ignifie 
thoſe richard heavenly joyes and va- 
rious pleaſures, which Chriſt by his 
death hath purchaſed tor us, ſo that in 
theſe words here, you here ot nothin 
bur of gold and precious Jewels, which 
are doubtlefle ter down, to ſet torth 
the ineſtimable riches of Chrift, 

4. He 1s moſt wiſe. For hs © locks 
a*e buſhie and black as a Raven, that 1s, 
; his wiſdome 15 moſt admirable, and 
| his counſels ſo myſterious and paſt 
finding our, ſodeepand dark, as that 
[none can match orreach them. 

5. He moſt harmlefſe, and fingle 
eyed, for '* eyes are 4s the eyes of dowes 
| by the rivers of waters, waſhed with milk 
ani fitly ſer, that 1s, be 1s moſt fincere 


and 


en een. i 
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and innocenr,in all his works general- 
ly, andin his all-ſecing *providence, | * 24m 4. 
eſpecially as interpreters note, v. x2. 

6. He is molt pleaſant. Por 4&| 6. Propes 
cheeks are 4s a bed of ſpices, as ſweet | "* 
flowers, his lips like lilies dropping {weet | 
| | ſmelling myrrh, veil. 13. whereby ts 
 {ſetforth unto us, both the ſweetneſle 
| | of his diſpoſition, and the gracioul-! 
| | neffe of his verball expreſſions, which ! | 
have proceeded out of his mouth, as 152737. 
Matth,1r. 28. and lohns. 37. Seeallo ,, * | 
verſ.16. his mouth is moſt tweet, or all _ | 


TE" + ZZ JER 4. 


b IE Preper- 
ſweetneſles , as the Hebrew hath ir. | «-. 


| 7 » He is moſt ſure. For his legs are ©Greg.in | 
| 4% pillars of marble, {et upon ſockets of _ wa 
| | fine gold, in regard ofthe* ſurenefle of x0. 

' | the word of prophecie , ſpoken both ” Preper-; 
' | by him and his. | © hens | 
'! 8. He is moſt ſublime and high, | 9ippe mes. 


LT 4 , 8 | : ' 
i For hs conntenance is as Lebanon , Ex | PG | 
cellent as the Cedars] rn. as" Lebanon] wwe » s-; 


| which is a moſt lofrie mountaine. | 4ni/oe @- 


] 
. | bores naſtnne | 
2, excellent as che Cedars] which are ,,,',... 


| both high and incorruprivle ys AS etian excella ' 
| Chriſt 1s. : oft arbor > } 


| , : rrputrth les, | 
9. He is moſt amiable aud raviſh-' G% ©. 1, 


H=0 Nh ing 


- —— _ S - = —— . - --- —  —— 


Greg buy Lov. | 


| 126 | 


* 5973 
DNDVDO 


IT . D iffe- 
YeNMce, 


2. Diffe- 


FENCE: 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


ing. For ſhe concludeth. He & altoge- 
tler lovely, or he is all deſireable things, 
as the Hebrew phraſe doth ſet him 
forth more emphatically, to ſhew that 
in him there 1s all thar we candeiire. 

But now what are all thoſe things 
which you prize ſo much above 
Chriſt, but 1. mofttowle , like dung, 
Phil. 3.8. in compariſon of Chriſt, 

2. And likewiſe moft wake and 
unable to heJp you,and to deliver you 
inthe day of wrath, takea view. 

1. Of Riches. 

2. Of Pleaſures. 

3. Ot Honours. 

To begin with Rrches, let amanen- 
Tofle all the wealthot the land , and 
fill his houſe full of filver, and gold, 
and let then Gods wrath ſe::ze upon 
him, and ſee, whether all his ireaſures 
will be able to deliver his Soul ; No, 
No, they cannor, they cannor, do that 
which properly belongs to Chriſt, 
who alone 1s ablc to free us from that 
wrath, Fſ{4- 63. 3. and hence is that 
excellent ,,peech of Solomon, riches, 
profit not inthe day of wrath, Prov. 

IT. 
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11. 4. Remember Spira, ( who once 
was exceeding covetous of money, 
ſo as that he got abundance of wealth) 
what good could all his great eftate, 
which he preſerved by his apoftaſie, 
dounto him in the ſenſe and feeling 
of Gods flaming wrath, None at all. 
2. So pleaſures, how weake are 
they to reſcuea manthen, when the 
wrath of God is upon him, Balſhazzar 
you know wanted nothing that might 
either pleaſe his daintie palate, or de- 
light his amorous eyes, and yet loe 
how, when he did even wallow in plea- 
ſure, his countenance was changed, 
and his thoughts troubled him, So as 
that the joynts of his loynes were loo- 
ſed, and his knees, ſmote one againft 
the other, becauſe the Almightie did 
begin to manifeft his wrath againſt 
him, by a hand writing upon his wall, 
whoſe meaning as yet he knew nor, 
which notwithſtanding he was ſo per- 
plexed in his thoughts, as that neither 
wine nor women could pleaſe him at- 
terward, for the text ſaith, He cryed a- 
leud to bring in Aſtrologers, &c.Dan.y.7. 
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whereas before he called for the vel” 
ſels of the Temple, and fordrinke, | 
{&c. Now he calls for Caldeans to 
| know the meaning of the hand wri- 
| ting, which he conceived to be a- 
| gainſt him, becauſe his own conlſci- 
; ence accuſed him , thus neither the 
| delicareft bel'y cheere , nor the moſt 
! delicious love of women, can free a 
| man from perplexitie in the day of 
; wrath, 
' 3. The like may be ſaid of honours 
and highplaces; let a man be carried 
' upon mens ſhoulders, as the Pope;and 
' weare a triple crown upon his head, 
| lethim b: attended with all the nobi- 
 liric of the land, where he lives, let 
hit be honoured and idolized as a 
ood, like Alexander, and Herod, and 
then let Gods wrath tall on him, as it 
d:donthe ſaid Herod, Ad. 12.23. who 
was caten up of wormes, becauſe he 
gave not God the giory , when the 
people ſaid of hisſpeech , Thu # the 
voice of a God, and not of 4 man, verſ. 
22. andthen ſee whether all that glit- 


tering honour, and pleaſing _— 
| will | 
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will be able to deliver him from the 
revenging hand of that great and 
mightie God , whoſe wrath burneth 
like fire; alas it cannot , but Chrift 
can, and none but Chriſt indeed ; and 
ſhould ye nor the put a higher eſteem 
upon Chrift chen upon theſe things ? 


3. Whereas Chriſt is moſt richin 
mercy and comfort, thoſe things which 
you prize ſo above Chriſt are moſt 
poore, and vain,and exptie, More par- 
ticularly. 

1. Riches are molt c-p:;e and as 
unable rocomtort you, as they be un- 
able to deliver you in the day of 
wrath, let a man accumulate and hea 
up wealth like duſt, and let him tum- 
ble himſelte upon heaps of ſhining 
*pold, and ler him ſee whether he 
can extract or attrat ſo muchas one 
dram or dropot comtort from all that 


abundance, to ſuſtaine and to refreſh 
him in the middeſt of Gods buraing | 
ire, and flaming indiguartion ; Tis all 
in vaine, he cannot : for riches are 
nothing, as faith the wiſett King, wo! 
over-flowing with wealch himſelfe, 
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{then your deluded and abuſed imagi- 


| wines, and your eyes ſhould feed on | 


| ſhould drink in the moſt melodious 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


found what he writ by experience, 
Prov. 23.5. Wilt thoucaſt thine eyes up- 
on that which i nothing , for riches beta- 
keth her ſelfe to her wings; marke how | 
riches with him are nothing , whereas | 
you thinke that they are ſomething, 
and that there is ſome true cotnfortto 
be found in them, but do ycu imagine 
what you will. Ile rather beleeve 
Gods penman, and his experience, 


vations, and ſo conſequently I cannot 
but conclude , that ſeeing riches are 
nothing, they can comfort nothing 1n 
theday of wrath: for how cana man 
tctch any thing out of an emptie bag, 
oranemptie cheſt > 

2, Norcanpleaſures comfort you in 
the day of wrath, and in the houre of 
death, though your table ſhould be 
covered with the choiſeſt diſhes, and 
your beds ſhould be all of Down, and 
your Cellers ſhould be tull of ſweeteſt 


the faireſt obje&ts, and your earcs 


and ſweereft muſick, yet would not 
all 
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all rhis be able ro comforr your | 
| hearts, when God is angry , and 
death approaches, like a cruell and 
| | Unmercitull executioner to bring you 
| to the place of Gods dreadfulleſt 
execution, called hell, marke bur 
the end and period of other dying 
{men, and ſee what little comtort they 
{Cantake in any ſuch thing. Forall is| 
vanitie, Eccleſ. 1. 2, thatis, anieere 
|* emptinefſle, and therefore theſe} Yay* 
[things muſt needs be ſotoo, andſo| ,1 ,y ,, 
conſequently unable to yield tae leaſt | que zone 
true and ſoiid comfort in the evill | 7m. 
Pagn. 
day, ſo as that we may truly lay of | 
chem, as 106 of his friends , that they 
{are miſerable comforters. 
| 3. Whatcomfort canamantaikein| 3, 
'all the honour and applauſ- of the | 
| world, when he comes to dye, and to 
yieldup his ghoſt, orelſe is affrighted 
with the terrours of the Aimightic* 
letme inftance in Saul , what Content 
;could he finde ia all his royall pomp, 
and in the moſt glorious title of a 
| crowned King, when God being an- 
| {gry with him, would nor anſwer him, | 
| | K 2 neither | | 
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neither by dreames, norby Yrim, nor 
by Prophets, 1 Sam. 28 6.and when that 
* ſuppoſed * Samnel, raiſed up by a 
Witch, told him that the Lord was 
departed from him , and become his 
enemie, verſ, 16. and that to morrow 
he ſhould be with him, verſ. 19 2 upon 
that the text ſaith, He fell all along on | 
the earth and there was 10 tren7th int 
him, verſe 20, 1t that inſtant he might 
have had all the applauſe of Iſrael as} 
much as David, x Sar. 18. 7,8. andif! 
one ſhould have ſhewed him all the! 
crowns of all the Kings of the earth, 
ro make him merry it had been in! 
vain; forwhat comtort can he take in| 
crowns, and worldly honours and pre-} 
terments, who within a day muſt leave | 
the world , and looſe all the glory of! 
it? itis Chriſt and onely Chriſt that 
can then comfort the heart, and cheer} 
it.So Maximizus that great and migh- 
tie E mperour of the Eaft, what com- 
tort could he take in his Imperiall dia- 
dem, andinall the pompe, honour, 
and flattering applauſc rhat ever filled 
his cares, and litted up his MII 


| 
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Lo IS 


heart, when the wormes, as the juft 
executioners of the implacably Pro- 
voked God of heaven, and moſt glo. 
rious King of Kings did crawle upon 
all his body ? none at all, though he 


lefle Chriſtians, becauſe he was no! 
Chriſtian himſelt, and fo con rſequent- | 
ly uncapable of comfort, as be Ng out 
of Chriſt , who onely cat and muſt 
comfort the heart. 


4. Whereas Chriſt is moſt wiſe, 


| thoſe things, which you do fo preterre ! 
|betore Chritt , are moſt fooliſh. See 


I Ti7n.6.6. how they that will ve rich fall 
| into temptation,and mio many fooliſh and 
' hurtfull liſts , marke , fo9!1ſþ luſts , the 
like may be faid of all things elſe, as 
of wvain-glory, that itisa fooliſh ching, 
and maketh a man a foole, ard of the 
love of * po_ that it is a fooliſh 
thing, and of anger, revenge, and envy, 
that it is a foolſhthing : for an2er 1s 
ſaid to reſt in the boſome of foules, and e- 
very man, before he turneth into wil. 
dome, which is Chriſt, in Solgmons 


——— 


didevenrecant and rev oke his bloo- | 
dy edits againſt the poorc and harms- | | 


] 


4. Diffe- 
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Proverbs is judged to be bura foole, i 
Prov.8.5. | 
5. Diffe- | 5. Where as Chriſt is moſt harm- 
rence. | Jeſſe, thoſe things, which you value a- 
| bove e Chriſt, are: moſt hartfull, tor 1. 
riches like thornes do prick the very 
hearts of Tacir owners, yea, Plerce 
chem thorow with many ſorrows, and 
drown men in deſtruction and perd1- 
tion, when they beſo greedy, and co- 
| vetous after them, 1 T:9.6.9, 10. 

'K 2. Pleaſures, like the * anglers bait, 
| * Awb/. ® | have a hooke hid under their cntic ing | 
LR ſweetnefle, wherewirth thoſe, that are. 
| inconſfiderate , are caught and killed, 
Lis ” 16.19,23, 25. 

The like may be ſaid of honours, 
| ilouy Celired, and purſued, 
thar thereby men are caught as with 
5: WE ſnares, which the Devill layeth for 
| | 'them , rocarrythem along with him | 
F incoeverlaſting fire, prepared for him, 
\andallfuch, as are like him tor pride, 
and other wicked qualities, Marth,2x. 
41. Mal. 4. I. 

6. Diffe- | 6. Whereupon it comes to paſle, 
Yeuce, _ ,whereas Chrift is moſt ſweet, _ 
(018 co 
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| 
or the Roſe of Sharos. | 15 
other things , which you cſteeme a-| 50H 
bove Chriſt, are, or will be inthe end | 
ms/? bitter the beſt fruit, that can grow | 
* E206 Ay3- 


trom them, is * repentance and re- 
morſe of conſciznce for ſweet meat 
muſt have ſower ſauce. 

7. And whereas Chriſt is off ſave, 
they are moſt uncertaine and unſtable, 
For inſtance, x. See 1 Tem, 6. 17. how 
richesare ſaid tobe uncertain, and 77- 
ches ſaith Solomon, betakes her [clfe to her 
wings , like an Eagle, Prov:2 3.5. and 
therefore the forme of money agrec- 
eth well with the condicion of it. For 
it i5 ftamped round , becauſe it 1s fo 
apt to run from him, that owneth it. 

2. The fame may be ſpoxen of #s- 
ours, that as ina wheele the ſpoke 
that now is upward,is by and by down- 


ward : ſo he that now liveth in pope | 


and honour may be ſhortly ſo dethro- 


ned from his greatnefſe,, as that he 
may be little the better for all tormer 
happinefſe, Thus a great King once 


applycd the unſtableneſle ot a wheele, 
when being dejected from the top of 


his proſperity, and taken priſoner, he 
: K 4 was 
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136 | The excellency of Chriſt, 
| was inforced to drive a chariot(which 
indignity wasaddcd to his former dil- 
afters,as a complement of his calami- 
ty)as thoſe wheeles turne round, ſaid 
he, ſo doe mens conditions change 
likewiſe, they that are high on aſud- 
den are brought low. 

3. And are not Plesſures as varia- 
ble ? are they not ſaid to be but for 4 
FOE Is ſeaſon > Heb,11. 25. andto paſſe away, 
Wtzs & | 110512, 17. and doe we not find it fo, 
prima 94eq; | that asa bird in the aire, and asa ſhip 
+ fs 0#.+ |in theſea under ſayle, and a poſt upon 
*Inthe |theland haſtenerth away : ſo pleaſures 
adyance- | of all ſorts doe poſt * and fly away 
ove from us ? No longer then the meat 
x. * [anddrinkeis in ourthroats, aud other 
Puunſls | pleaſant thingsare in uſe, doe we, or 
uomen habet | * O - 
woliprs | £32 we perceive any pleaſantnefle at 
abſeq:ere, | all ; the conſideration whereof, cauſed 
a. * onc to affirme, that therefore they 
\ F-4cam | are nopleaſures, but rather deceits of 
ſatire m- | pleaſures, becauſ2 after they be uſed, | 
7 -m-'their vigor preſently * expireth, and 


| 


114 2). Ptg- ; : / 

| :#/c2, |departeth, and is no longer to be per- 
. -4 | ered. 
\ 1,» | Thereupon a* wiſe man wiſely con- 

| Win” cludes 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 

cludes, that as Eſops dog, being delu- 
ded with a vaine ſhadow of fleſh, loſt 
the true fleſh : ſo they are hkewiſe all 
deceived, who in ſtead of the true de- 
lights of the ſoule, conſiſting in ver- 
tue, hunt after the vaniſhing plea: 
ſures of the flcſh ; anſwerably where- 
unto, ſay TI, may we aftirme the very 
ſame of thoſe, who leaving Chriſt, thar 
is moſt firmly and unchangeably plea- 
ſant,embracewith Demas the tranſito- 
ry pleaſures of this preſent world, & I de- 
fire you whoareſuch,ro lay it to hearr, 
and to thinke ſeriouſly of it, that you 
may change your minds, betore God 
change your conditions , which for 
ought I know may be very ſhortly, 

3. And are" not all theſe things, 
whi.h you'doe fo dote upon, moſt 
baſe and low, cycn much below your 
immortall and heavenly borne ſpirits, 
whereas Chriſt is moſt high and ſub- 


lime ; and therefore were much fitter 


| for your high and immateriall ſoules, 


then thoſe baſe things here below 2? 

| Takea ſurvey of ſome of them : 

1. Whit 1s Beauty in men or wo- 
men, 
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men, but a little colour:d skin, cove- 
ring raw flcſh ; and ſometimes, much 
rotten ſtuffe,and corrupt matter, that 
lyeth hid under a faire outſide, as that 
ire Emperour of Rome once wrote 
toa friend of nis,ſo as that Gods word 
might well ſay, that fayouris deceit- 
full and beauty vain?, Prov.31.30? and 
is there no difference then between 
this vaine, and Chriſts matchlcfle 
fairenefle, both inward and outward ? 


_— 


ſublime ſpirits, then that whichis ſo 
low and vain ? 

2. What is Meat , which the baſe 
olurton preferres betore Chriſt, but a 
morſecll of a dead bird , or beaſt, or 
ſome other livelefle creature , too 
{ow an object for man, who being the 
maſter-pecce of earthly creatures, and 
Lord of them all, ſhould infinitely 


preterre the Lord Chriit, who being 
\mott ſublime,and the very ivod of the 
foule, is molt fit for his ualatiable ep- 
petite, and tor his aſpiring Spirtt ? 
2. Whatis Wire, which the drun- 
kard preterreth before Chriſt, but on- 
2 


and is not that ſame fitter for your | 


| 
| 


ly | 
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ly the refined blood of the vine, which 
ſprings up fro the earth, too lowan 
objectalſo fora man inſpired withan 
immortall ſoule, which he ſhould ra- | 
ther inebriate and make drunke with | 
the blood of that high and cceleſtiall 
vine, which came down from heaven, 
to ſatiate our thirſty ſoules on earth 2? 
4. What are Clothes, bur either the | 
excrements of wormes, or the haires 
and coats of beaſts, borrowed of 
them, or rather taken from them by | 
violence? which cauſed * once Deme- | 


ax to checke a vaine man for being 
proud upon his purple clothes, whil- | 
pering theſe words1nto his eares; 
Hers tu,hac ante te geſtabat ove, | 
T his a ſheep did weare before you | 
Compare then that which comes 
from beaſts here below with Chriſt, 
| who comes {rom above, and is a farre | 
more fitter object for your immortall | 
{ptrits, which he is moſt willing to 
clothe with himſelte, as with a * gar- | 


| ment, more glorious then the ſun, that | 


ſoyou may ſcorne to ſet a higherprize | 
upon 1{o low and baſe an object, as! 
your | 
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your cloathes are, then upon Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Lord of glory, and upon 
the garment of his ſalvation. 

5. And whatis applayſe but a little 
vaniſhing breath, and a paſſing ſound, 
which alſois tolowan object tor that 
immortall breath, which breatheth in 
your humane breaſts, and ſhould be 
ted with no ſuch corrupted aire,exha- 
ling from finfull and corrupt men; but 
with the incorruprible, high,and hea- 
venly ſpirit of Chriſt, and with his 
everlaſting and bright ſhining glo-. 
ry? 

6. Againe, what is wealth, gold 1 
meane and filyer , but a little ſhiving 
clay, and painted earth ? too low an 
object likewiſe for ſuch lotty ſpirits,as 
lodge intheſeyour breaſts, whoſhould 
rather pant after thoſe high and hea - 
venly, and incorruptible treaſures and 
riches thatare in Chriſt, Cel.2.3. 77 
whom awel/eth all the fulneſſe of the God- | 
head, which is the fountaine of all ri- | 
ches * bodily, Cel,z.g. | 

7. Andlaſtly,whercas in Chriſt are | 
all defirables it may be truly ſaid - 

x all 
— | 


> aro — — 


| orghe Roſe of Sharon, 
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all ocher earthly things, which are ſo 
preferred before Chrift, that there is 
| [none of them all ſo abſolute or con- 
tenting and fatisfaCtory, as that one 
' might ſay, now I have enough, I de- 
'fireno more, Will you ſee inſtances? 


|Leta man empty all the ſpicy Iflands | 


of their fragrant ſpices, and let him 
| EVaCuate all the richeſt mines in 
| America of their moſt precious mi- 
;nerals, and let him find out the Philo- 
' ſophers ſtone, if he may poflibly be 
gotten, and thenlet himturneall thar 
' he touches with it into beaten and ſhi- 
ning gold ; and beſides all this, let him 
| empty the Erythrean ſeas of their ori- 
ent and brighteſt pearles;nay,let him 
ingrofle and get into his hands the 
whole materiall, and moft ſpacious 
world , whichthe ancient Poets have 
called 4m+paoy, that is,infinite, by rea- 
ſon of his vaſtenefle, and incredible 
bigneſle, in its * circumference, 

And yet Idareſay, that all this will 
not, yea, cannot fatisfie the infinite 
and immeaſurable appetite of his tri- 
angled and unfatishable heart : For 
4 how 


A—— 


* Duem 
ambium 
quidam eſe 
a0luat 1 uca- 
ri9m, gallica- 
11:99 20 JE 
mmillum ,& 
amplius, al j 
autem habe. 
70 Lencas 
aerzes mille 
& duientis 
Dang us 


pbyſ.Chriſt, 


traft,z.c.2g. 


— 


| 


| 


_ 


0 us” ior or. - —- 
- ——- X - 


th 


_ A v 


* Pal. MAX, 
[8.c,15. 

* Pn Pil- 
Leo Juvent 
nonſuſii:t 
obs, 
Atfluat r- 
febx angu- 


| {to lirnane 


Mia, 
FZuvenal, 

* Capizes of 
q11s amo! 
femme pl 
chre quone 
do to:quetur 
anteqiuan ea 
fruit, 
cum fruity, 
& poſt oi it 
'abiap4i4 wo- 
luptas com- 
Peſeutur, ub: 
ergo Voluptes 
CUM NEC mn 
62tio, ec 
feae poſſet re- 
periri. Chiy.. 
in 1(or.9. 


; MNOTCe, 


| 


_——_ 


| The excellexcyof Chrift, | 


how can fuch a round globe as the 
worldis, fillatriangle ? and what faith 
the wiſeſt King thatever ſwayed ſcep- 
ter upon earth : He that loweth ſilver, 


ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, Eccleſ. 


9.5 
LI as: 


Heace * Alexander that great Pel- 
lean Monarch, hayinga world of king. 
domes,yet weeps, and takes on,and is 
diſcontented , becauſe he heard that 
there was but one world for him to 
conquer ; whereas his inlarged heart 
did wiſh that there had been many 


2. Let a man drinke in pleaſures 
likea river, and ler him fill his belly 
with the moſt exquiſite and delicious 
varieties of mear and drinke, let him 
have the* faireſt woman in the worlds | 
circumference, and let him pleaſe his 
cares with the mot raviſhing and en- 
chanting muſficall harmonies, and yet 
I dare ſay, he will not be pleaſed, bur 
fnd a vexation and wearinefle, and 
and unſatisfiablenefle, and emptines, 
even inthe affluence and fulnefle of 
all cheſe earthly Paradiſes, if you will 


not | 
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not beleeve me, beleeve So/omen, who 
for his part enjoyed as much pleaſure 
as was poſſibly to be takenin the moſt 
dainty diſhes, orſweeteft wines, or 
beautifulleft women, orthe moſt plea- 
ſing and melodious muſicke, as you 
may read, Eccleſ.2, 1 ſaid in my heart, 


goe to now, 1 will prove thee with mirth, 


therfore enjoy pleaſures &c.ver.1.again, 
[ ſought in my heart to give my ſclfe to 


wine,ver.z. 1 gateme men-ſingers, and 


women-ſingers, and the delights of the 


ſonnets of men, as muſical inſtruments, 


and that of all ſerts, ver,$. and whatſo- 
ever mine tyes deſired, 1 keyt not from 
them, 1 withheld n2t my heart from any 
Joy ; for my hart rtjoyceth in all my la- 
bours,Vr.10. adde his ſeves hundred 
wives,prizceſſes, and three hunared con. 
cubtnes, 1 King.xi.z. and nisdaily de- 
licate provition of Harts, Ro-bucks, 
and Fallow-Deare, and fatted foule, 


beſides fatted oxen and ſheep, 1 Kg. 


4+22,23. 

And yet at laſt he could draw no 
other concluſion from all ſuch premi- 
ſes, but the very ſame which I have 


here 


by 


—— 
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here ſet dowae, affirming that a man 
ſhall find in the end even an emptines 
and wearineſſe, and trouble 1a the 
very fulneſſe of all ſuch pleaſing and 
fugitive tollies. Heare him ſpeake, 
I {aid of laughter thow art mad, and 
of mirth wht duth it ver. 2. Again,then 


ha4wrouzht, fc. and behold all was va- 
nity andvex tion of ſþirit,and there was 
no profit under the ſunn? :, and therefore 
I ſaid ,that onely tn the ſunne, that is,in 


Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſſe , and 


notund-rrhe ſunne , or in things be- 
low this fun, there are or can beall de- 
firables. 

3. Let a man haveas much honour 
as the fiſhzs in the great ocean have 
water; let him even ſwim ia the prai- 
ſes of men, and ler him flye upon che 
wings of tam2, and ſoareas highasan 
Eagle, lethim draw inthe breath of a 
world of applauding flatterers,yea,let | 
him live by ſuch breath as the * Cha- 
mzleon doth by the aire, and yet 1 
dare ſay that all that aiery and glitte- 
ring glory will not content the moſt 


cap.l3. | 


T look:d on all the works that my hands | 


Ccagc 
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| or the Roſe of Sharon. 
eagerand greedy defire of his aſpirin 
= ankrioeble breath, or _ 
which ever craves more till he doe fill 
it, whois called the King of glory, and 
God Almighty, orall-ſufficient, and 
all-honourable, Gen.17. 1. See Ef. 3. 
how reftlefſe , and how diſcontented 
ambitious Haman was, even then, 
when Ahaſurrus had promoted him, 
and ſet his ſeat above all the Princes 
that were with him, ver.rx. becauſe 
Moraecai, apoore deſpiled jew, who 
ſatein the gate, and did not bow to 
him,the text ſaith, he was full of wrath, 
ver.s. 

None of all his mounting greatnes 
and towring honour could then fatis- 
fie his vexedand diſcontented mind ; 
which ſhewes how ſmall a matter will 
marre and unglorifie all the ftateli>ſt 
pomp, and moſt refulgent and admi- 
redgloryof the world ; every poore 
caitite, and moſt vileft wretch; retu- 
(fing to adore it,and to ſtoop thereun- 
to,is able to eclipſe it, and to create 
\evenalittle hellin the aſpiring mind 
ofa vaine-glorious perſon, who there- 
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quot bomines 
in populy 


| ſcant, tot Vine 


Cults CON 
ſftringitur 
ambuisſus, 
tot dominis 
ſubijcitur, 
LE 
Mal.1 t. 
hom.41. 12 


wihi.Þ.; 34. 
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fore,as a * father ſaith wel, may be ſaid 
to have as many Lords, unto whom 
he is ſubje&, as there be men among 
all the people , among which he l:- 
veth, though in his mind he doe deſ- 
piſe them all, ſo that honour cannot 
poſlibly ſatisfie. If Alex<nder get up 
into the imperiall throne of Dari, 
aud be made a Monarch of the world, 
yet that will not content and ſuffice 
his aſcending and lofty mind, bur he 
muſt needs be Deifted too, and called 
a* God, and Tupiter in fteadof King 
King Philip muſt be his father. Good 
God, what will not the reſtlefle ſoules 
of men doe and defire, when they be 
our of Chriſt, \who onely can and muſt 
ſa:iate our endlefle appetites, being 
himſelfe alldefirables , and the onely 
ocean of all defirables, whence they 
doe originally flow, and whether they 


| doe finally returne : ſoas that Paulinws. 


might well ſay of him, as he did inthe 
want of all things, Tu es mi omnta, 
thou Lord art to me in ſtead of all 
chings. Have what you will, defire 


| 


 whar you will, and yet youſhall want 


—__ 
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one| 


| 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


one thing or other ſtil], till you come 
home to Chriſt, and he be unto you 
all in all, The Lord open your eyes, 


that you may now ſee all theſe diffe- 


rences clearly,and weigh them duely, 
and compare them together wilely, 
that ſo you may chule at laft the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom are all deſira- 
bles,unfainedly,and alſo may be ſaved 
everlaſtingly. Amen,Good Lord, let 
itbe even {o, if it be thy will ro haveir 
ſo. 


SRCT.. 13: 


of Blockiſhneſſe,the ſecond Let, 


He ſecond let which here muſt be 
pulled away,is Blockiſhneſſe, wher- 
by many men and women arc fo ftupi- 
fied, as that they care as little tor this 
roſe of Sharon,as a great many of your 
blockiſh countrey people care tor 


: other roſes, though they have great 
ſtore of them in the countrey : For 


they doe not conceive that they may 


| re be 
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be ſick and ftand in ſome need of 
them, and therefore they will nor 
take the paines to gather them, and 
to preſerve them againſt a time of 
taintnefle or ficknefle which may hap- 
pen ; Nor doe a great miny men 
among us once ſeriouſly thinke upon 
the evill day, when Chriftthe 7oſe of 
Sharon willdoe a man more good then 
this whole world, it it were turned iti- 
toone entire lump of gold, nay, they 
doe even purpoſely pur off all ſuch 
penſive thoughts as nowand then doe 
mind them of ſuch a day : Like that 
timorous King of France , who char- 
gedall his followers, that they ſhould 
not once name before him that moſt 
dreadftull,fearfull name of dearh;they 
doe not defire to thinke that ere long 
they muſt ſicken, and dye, and come 
tojudgement; and theretore,though 
we Minitterstell them never ſo much 
of Chriſt, and doe even fill their eares 
with Chrift, and make them even 
weary to heare ſo much of Chrift, yer 
can we doe them no good, becauſe 
taey be ſo blockiſh, as that they can- 

not 


{ 


p 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


not or will not remember their latter 
end. Sothat needs thou muſt remove 
out of the way this blocke, if thou be 
yet out of Chrift, and remember that 
a day is comming, evena day of dark- 
nefle, and of gloominefle, a day of 
clouds,and of thicke darkneſfle, !oe/ 2. 
2.when thou ſhalt lie downe upon thy 
death-bed,in thy laft ſicknefle,unlefle 


] 


God take thee away ſuddenly. When 
the * keepers of the houſe, thine armes 
ſhall tremble, and the * frong men, thy 
knees ſhall bow. themſelves, and rhe 
rinders,thy teeth, I mean, ſhall ceaſe, 
and thoſe that looke out at the windowes, 
even thoſe very eyes of thine ſhall be 
darkened, when friends will be trou- | 
bleſome unto thee, thy ſervants or 
choſe that ſhall keep thee, will not be 
able to pleaſe thee, when ſpeaking will 
ſpend thee, and filence grieve thee, 
and thy wite and children, thoſe pie- 
ces of thy ſelfe, in another kind, wee- 
ping about thee will torment thee, 
and when thy feet will begin to grow 
cold, and thy face to waxe pale, thy 
lips and mouth to retire, thine eyes 
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to pitch, thy tongue to faile, thy teeth; 


\rocloſe, thy breath to faint, thy heart 


to beat and ake , and when the me- 
mory, the magazine of the ſoulc, as 
* one aptly termes it, will recount all 
that thou haſt done, thought, or ſpo- 
ken, and Satan, yea, many devils and 
malignant ſpirits will in this thy laſt} 
aſſault with combine forces ſur- 
round thy bed, aad lay to thy charge 
what thou now ſlighteſt, even thy 
moſt abhorred underprizing and un- 


dervaluing of the Lord Chriſt, and 


thy wiltull negle&t of a number of) 
eolden ſeaſons, and precious duties, | 
beſides an infinite multitude of other 
noſt grievous and haynous abomina- 
tions, youthtull lufts, and execrable 
pollutions, extortions, oathes, cur- 
ſ1ngs, revilings, andthe like, which 
will moſt bitterly aggravate the unex- 
prefiable * paine ot death, who in the 
meane while will put thy whole dyin 

_ into a moft grievous and coldett 
ſwefr, as an ivtallible * evidence that 
nature is now Vanquiſh: d, yea, will be 
fure to batter chiefly thy once ſtrong- 
elit} 


tl 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. | 2151 
ef caſtle the hearr, ſtraighreningand 
d.ſtrething it round on every fide, and 
burtting che very ſtrings of it, to 
maake tie laſt fatall breath, and to 
: fetch ont by force and maine ſtrength 
tiry poore and trembling ſoule, and to 
' deliver it, if thou dye cut of Chriſt 

| 250d forbid) unto his fellow, | | 


 { wc! 

ic ſecond deaih, to be tormented for | 

' ever : For therefore it is 

| (10222, ,u0e 12. 20.thow foole,this night | | 

| ' 7/54 [02 [Hall be required of thee, * or; * xn. 

2229 1h! requice thy ſoule of thee. 

M,a04% :5:, and who they be, thinke 

| ye? : i, it leach,and theſecond,one 
ſucce<ii:y, as it were, and fecondin 

the other ; ai therefore I beſeech} ,.seriouſly. 

you, think but ſerioully and trequent-| 2-F:<q- ecly 

ly on this your laſt icknefle, and upon 

our latter end, which is approaching, 

and be not ſo blockiſh as formerly 

you have been : Forthen,as the lictle 


, Bee, whichſoſooneas flowers ſpring, if 
| goeth abroad, vieweth the gay diape- 
| ry, and the variety of the ſweereft 
flowers , growing in the coloured 
| fields, fraights her thighes, maketh a 


| L 4 curious 
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curious combe,and ſo betimes hoards 
up honey in the pleaſant ſummer 
againſt the cold, fad and troubleſome 
winter : ſo you cannot chuſe but take 
this golden opportuvity, which God 
in mercy offercth you, cauſing the 
moſt iweereſt roſe of Sharon, even Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelfe, blefled for ever,to 
ſpring,as it were,and to appeare. Here 
betore you, I ſay you cannot but goe 
| torth now forthwith, & uſe the means 
| formerly ſhewed, that you may ſucke, 
provide, and get,I will not ſay a little 
corruptible honey out of this my text, 
which is Chriſts owne ſpeech ; but 
Chriſt himſelte, who is ſweeter then 
honey, though it be made never ſo 
pleaſant with the moſt fragrant roles, 
againſt that moſt heavy , moſt grie- 
vous, and ſorrowtull winter of your 
latter end, which is to come. 

The Lord make you thinke upon 
it, that you may -not neg!ec or for- 
{low this moſt pleaſant ſummer day of 
your moſt gracious viſitation, in the 
| which the Lord Chrift doth ſo bleſ- 
ſedly appeare unto you in his bleſſed 


word, | 


=. <4 wwe ary. 4.” 
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| are ſoaccuſtomed to the filthy ſmell 


or the Roſe of Sharosn. | 


word, and profters himfelte unto you 
ſo lovingly and pleaſantly, like a roſe 
full freſhand faire in the field, 
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of Baſeneſſe,the third Let. 


{ 
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3. S ſome baſe people will not. 

gather roſes to beftrow their 
cloathes and roomes with the ſame, 
though they ſmell moft odioutly and 
abominably, becauſe they can endure 
any ſent,and make no reckoning of it, | 
being uſed to it : ſo carnall men and 
women are ſo baſe and ſordid, as that 
they will not get Chriſt, becauſe they 


of fin,as that they doe ſcarſe perceive 
it themſelves, though a ſtranger to 
them, whois not uſed to ſuch anabo- | 
minable ſent, doe ſmell it quickly;and | 
therefore, I pray you be ſenſible of: 
this baſeneſſe, and remaine it by la- 
bouring to be ſenſible of thoſe odious 
{mels, which your filthy hearts doe 
A” CON- 
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continually exhale and ſend forth, as 
itis written, that every imagination of 
the thonghts of mans heart(by nature)s 
onely exvill continually,Gen.6.6.and that 
out of the heart proceed evill thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
falſe witneſſe, blaſphemies, which defile 4 
man,Mat.1y.19,20. 

Doe ye not ſmell theſe abominati- 
ons brethren (I ſpeake but to the guil- 
ty)nay ſhould ye not perceive them ? 
how can you chuſfe ? every body that 
knowes you,cannot but take notice of 
you how baſely you carry your ſelves, 
and how ftrangely you be overſwayed 
with fierceneſſe and an cr, and with 
monſtrous pride, which doth even 
ftinke before God and man,z-nd ſome- 
times with filthy avarice, and other 
times with that deteftable finne of 
drunkennefle , and therefore ſeeing 
others note you, can you not, and 

ſhould you not obſerve it in your 

ſelves, being privy to your very heatts 

and moſt ſecret and reſerved imagi. 

nations , which others know not 1o 

well as you 2 Well you know that t 
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one doe fti;re in adunghill, and put it 
' abroad, it will ſtink ſo much more then 
| it did before, ſoas that one muſt needs 
| ſmell it,and I doubt not but if you ſhall 
| | ſtirre but alittle in this matter, x, ran- 
| acking your hearts; and 2. ripping up 
your lives, and fitting them exactly, 
you ſhall ſmell more of your odious 
finnes then cver youdid ; and there- 
\ . [fore, ſearchyour ſelves, and ſo labour 
[to Come to the ſight and-ſenſe of all 
your abominations, that you may get 
Chrift to ſweeten you, as roſes doe 
ſweeten our houſes. 
And here looke backa little I pray 
you to the ſecond branch of rhe ſe- 
cond generall uſe tending to convi- 
Qion : For I confefle that there is 
ſuch a neare affinity between this let 
and that uſe,as that one may be ſaid to 
embrace & to re-imbrace the other, 
and that both agree in one, I meane 
's [inoneend principally. For as there I 
| did labour to make men ſee that the 
are out of Chrift by the ill ſayour of 
their abominable thoughts , words 
and works to fit them for Chriſt, _ | 
| or | 


bes 
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for the meanes to be uſed tor the get- 
tingof Chriſt, that they may ſee what 
need they have of Chrift : ſo here I 
ſtrive againe to make men ſenſible, if 
I can, ot that ſame odious favour, up- 
braiding them with their execrable 

baſenefle, that 7 may take away that 
which letteth, after men have heard 
much of Chrift, and know what they 
| muſt doe to obtaine Chriſt , preſſing 
them betore and behinde, as fighting 
fouldiers are wont to doe in the wars, 
to make ſome yeeld , who yet will 
ftand it out and maintaine the field 
againſt Chriſt, ſuppoſing that they are 
tor Chrift, and Chrifts already, and 
,need not goe to Chrift, when indeed 
they are againft Chriſt, as may ap- 
peare by the odious ſent of their cor- 
rupt hearts and lives, both to others, 
and to themſelyes, but to themſelves 
{ eſpecially. 

Brethren, thisis my aimel tell you, 
and theretoreI have purpoſely ſuper- 
added this lot of Batcneſſe, not for- 
| gertiDg my ſelte what I had ſaid in the 

{tormer ufe of conviction, but intend- 


. 


j ing. 
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| their moſt corrupt and filthy hearts : 


| 


ecrable ſnnell, which that body of 


2 Oo _ 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


ing to ſecond that by this, becauſeI 
know that elſe all my preaching and 
my labour will be in vaine, if men be 
not made ſenſible of the moft odious 
ſentofttheir abominable deeds ; and 
on the contrary, that if men doe once 
{mell the intolerable ftinch of their 
very deareft and moft delicious fins, 
they will then labour as much: ax they 
can for that ſweet roſe of Sharon,'Jeſus 
Chrift, to pertume and to ſweeten 


For doe we not ſee how men will 
fetch roſes, and other flowers and 
perfumes to perfume their roomes, 
if by reaſon of one that dyed of a fil- 
thy diſeaſe, and ſtinks moſt abomina- 
bly, they cannor otherwiſe ſtay in 
their houſes, as not being able toen- 
dure the odious and peftilent ſent 
wherewith the dead corps doth fill 
the ſame ? and therefore I doe pro- 
portionably conclade , that it men 
were but or could be ſenſible of that 
infinitely more abominable and ex- 


death, even finne within their hearts 


py. 
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evaporares, and ſends forth conti- 


nually out of their hearts, they 


would not goe ſo as they doe with- 
out Chrift that heart-ſweetning roſe 
of Sharon , but rather cry out as thole, 
Als 2. 37. What ſhall we doe to get 
Chrift , that he may take away this 
moſt odious ſent, which we are no 
longer dble to endure; and with the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 24. O wretched 
men that wee are, who will deli- 
yer us from that ſtinking body of 
death > Oh that Chriſt would doe 
it ! and oh that we were but able to 
get Chriſt to doe ir. 
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SECT. 15. 


of Brwutiſhneſſe the fourth Let. 


4 | S--wym much brutiſhneſſe like- 
wiſe in the hearts of a great 

many men and women, which keeps 
them from Chrift : For as the bruit 
beafts areall for grafſe , and care not 
for roſes, ſo are they altogether for 
their victuals and belly cheare, and 
ſenſuall delights, asthat they doe not 
atali regard Chrift. See Luke 14.20. 
how one of the gucſts there invited to 
the great ſupper, doth upon this very 
round refuſe tocome, 1 have married 
awifeſaith he, and therefore, cannot 
come. Marke, 1 cannot come perempto- 
rily, whereas the former deſired to be 
excaſed onely, which plainly ſhewes, 
how hard it is for a* luxurious perſon 
'tocome to Chriſt, who is the good 
cheare of that great ſupper,wheretore 
be divorced, I pray you from luxury, 

| which 


| 159 | 
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* Luxarioſi 
enim per tey- 
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which is the wite there meant , and 
withdraw your ſelves buta little from 
your pleaſures, ſports, meat, drinke, 
and carnall company ; and then confi- 
der of this bufinefle which doth fo 
much concerne the eternall welfare 
of your neverdying ſoules, for then 
and not till then there is hope that 
you will care more for Chrift then 
ever you did yet. Take one * Theods- 
rus for an example, whenasa great fe- 
ftival day was kept through all Egypr, 
a great feaft was at his fathers houſe, 
and many were invitedto it, ſome of 
whom did dance, and others laugh, 
and were merry, he retired humſelfe 
into his cloſer, and expoſtulated with 
himſelte thus : unhappy Theodore, is it 


O 


paſle ftromdelights to delights!either 
Iam much deceived, or elſe Chrift 
hath ſhewed us another way into the 
kingdome of heaven ; whereupon, as 
he prayed, that God would not ſuffer 
him to die eternally, and wept, in 
comes his mother and telleth him, ! 
that he is looked for ; bur he excuſing| 
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him- 
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' {Himiſelfe ſend her away agaiue , (ay- 
ing thit he w.s not well in his fto- 
macke, Thus being aloue, he conte- 
red with God and tumlſe fe a. OUT Crer- 
| ity, and of his former coucrlc whar 
'\am 1? or what have I been ? or how 
| will it be with me hercatrer ? there 
'arediyers helps to heaven : Ile goe 
{that way which is moft convemient 
| for me, but my friends will grieveat 
It > what then 2 but muft I coe it now 
, in my youth ? that is hard ; ſoit isin- 
| deed to fleſhand bloud ; but experi- 
ence hath taught that late ſervices 
are ſeldome good. Therefore, Now, 
| but I have been cenderly brought up, 
' ſhill Lbeable to live ſo ftrictly?l hope 
'Tſhall, but iris a hard matter to ſtrive 
againſt cuſtome:I have hitherto lived 
likea nobleman , and ſhall I now live 
like a poore man ? Theodore, what 
'thinkeſt thou * canſt thou doe lo *? 
Vle trive what I may, Chriſt is gone 
but a little betore me, ſhall notI tol- 
' lowhim ? Theretore tarewell all the 
| world, and the things that are 1n it, 
| I care not for you, tarwell,I ſay all,bur 
| | M wel- 
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welcomeeternity, thou art the onel 
thing I ſeeke after, my ſoule pings 
afterthee, there is nothing that I de- 
fire in compariſon of thee. With that 
bentof cogitations herefolyed to be- 
come one of Pachomius his ſchollars, 
and did fo, faith my anthor, and as he 
did thus leave a feaft, and all, and mu- 
ſedoneternity,and reaſoned the mat- 
ter with his owne ſoule, when he was 
alone, and ſowelcomedeternity, and 
reſolved tobe a follower of Pachomi- 
5 : ſo ſay I, doe you inlike manner, 
firſt retire your ſelves, ſetting apart 
one whole day of taſting at leaſt, and 
then, ſecondly,reaſon the matter with 
your ſelves concerning Chrift, that 
fo you may yer embraceand welcome 
Chriſt, and become his followers and 
diſciples, which the Lord in mercy 


{ grant that it may be ſo. 


SECT. 
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| 


| Chriſt both here and hereafter are 


or dhe Roſe of Sharon. 
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SECT, 16. 
of Bitterneſſe,the fifth Let. 
þ Bm fifch impediment is birrerneſſe. 


| 


For as a roſe of its quality is * bit- 
ter: ſo Chrift is ſomewhat birter too, 
or feemesto be ſoin regard, 1.of the | 
law, whoſe bitterneſſe he that will 
come to Chrift, muſt taſte of Gal. 3. 
24. before he can tafte how ſweet the 
Lord Chrift is, P/al.34.8. 2. in re- 
gard of thoſe bitter troubles and per- 
ſecutions,which attend thoſe that will 
live godly in Chriſt, 2 Tim.3.12. and 
retard and hinder many from com- 
ming to Chriſt, but that muſt not dif. 
courage you, my dearly beloved : For | 
as rhe bitterneſle is great firſt, and the! 
troubles many,thact ſuch muſt taſte of, | 
whocome to Chrift : ſo the comforts! 
and the ſweetnefles to be found in 


great, and many, yea, infinitely grea- | 
2 rer, 


| II Ce 
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| ter, and more then all your greateſt 
and maritold diſcomforts can poſſi- | 
bly be ; tor ſo {airh the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. | 
1.5. For 4s the ſufferings of Chriſt abound | 
in us,{0 our conſolation alſo abcundeth by | 
Chriſt. Secallo, Eſa.7.22.alfo,r Pet.1. | 
8.and 2 Cor.4.17, Ohthat you did but! +] 
know what 1t 1s to be in Chriſt, and | 
' with Chriſt , and oh that you could | 
bar taſte once and feele what ſome | 
hbavefcltand taſted, even that joy u- 
ſpeatable and fall of glory\ For thenyou | 
. would never complaine of any bitter. : 
nefle, that is in Chriſt, eyen as he that 
taſtesand takes roſes conſerved with : 
{ugar, never complaineth of any bit- i *[* 
ternefſe, that he finds in the ſame ro- 
{es, becauſe their bitternefle is taken | | 

4 

d 

4 
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away by the abundance of ſugar which | 
{weernerh them : Nay, you would ra- | 
| ther cry out ( with Peter in Chriſts 
transhguration) Lord, it is good for 
| usto de here, cAlarth. 17.4. and there» 
{ fore I pray you confider what I ſay,and 
| tell me no more of that bitrernefle | 
which Chriſt himſelie will take away | 
| with the abundance of ſugred com- | 
| uh forts, | 
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forts, whererewith he will overſe e- | 
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| SECT, I | 
of Buſineſſe,the faxih £ff. 


6, P'He laft impediment is Bufines : 
For as fome worldly people are | 
ſo buſfie and greedy Rtill, 25 that they | 
will afford themſelves no time. to! 
provide or to gather roſes to preſerve | 
them againſt atime of need : ſo there | 
are not a tew, who prnge themſelves | | 
ſo deeply ina lea ot ouſt 1ctes, a3 that | 
they can never be at leifure rothinke | 
{erioullycither on Chriſt himt{elte, or ; 
on the gracious meanes whereby they | 
ſhould labour to ect Chriſt; ard hence 
it COMmes 10 paile, that they alſo goe. 
[till withour Chritt, SCC Luke 14.18, 
ny bow ſone that yere invited cothe| 
tcreſaid great and bleſ!; q ſupper, put 
it off , one faich, | ave bougat apiece ; 
of ground , and I muſt needs goe, | 
marke,need; goe, and ſec it, l pray thee! 


| 6. l:npegi- 


Tit nc. 
Biſin fe, 
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The excelency of Chrif, | 


have me excuſed, and another faid, 


I have bought five yoke of oxen, and | 


I goe to prove them, I pray thee have | 
' me excuſed, bothare wholly for this 


world , and wholly taken up with the 
cares of this life ;, and therefore the 

cannot come to taſte how {weet the 
Lord Chriſt is, whois the cheare pro- 
vided for thoſe that come to that 
moſt happy ſupper of the great God 
of heaven Wherefore that the ſame 
may not betall you, doe not you pre. 
tend buſinefle, ſaying, as once Antipe- 
ter, King of Macedon,ſaid to one who 
protered him a treatiſe tending to 
happineſſe, 7 a» 70t at leaſnre : fo we 
are not nor can be at leiſure to thinke 
on this matter. Forloltender unto 
you ſucha ſubje&tand cheme, as ten- 


deth to everlaſting happineſle , and 
therefore you ought to be at leiſure, 
and put off all bufinefſe rather then 
Chriſt, who is that one moft needfull 
roſe of Sharon , which you muſt prefer 
b:tore a thouſand worlds, were the 

all compoſed of the fineft gold, and 
brimtull with thericheſt orient pearls. 


ts 
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I pray youthinke on ir, that you may 
put your ſelves indeed upon the ule of 
thoſe gracious meanes, which in great 
mercy the God of mercy hath by his 
unworthieſt meſſenger made knowne 
untoyou, forthe getting of rhe Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, blefled for ever, putting 
aide all other imployments whatſo- 
ever: For then,and not till then there 
is hope that ſo many words (ſpoken 
now, and heretotore ) will nor be as 
water ſpilc upon the ground, and asa 
ſound vaniſhing in the aire; but rather 
that you will labour tor Chriſt with all 
the might and (trength you can. 
Toitthen,toir, my deare friends, 

whom now it COncernes in the ſecond 
place to follow all theſe my perſwal1- 
ons : AsTI faid at firſt, that as I muſt la- 
bour to remove the Lets now diſco- 


vered by ſpeaking,and perſwading : 10 


you mutt pull them away by obeying. ! 


You have heard how blindnefle, bloc- 
kiſhnefle, baſenefle, brutiſhneſle, buft- 
neſſe, bitternefſe,are the polts where- 
upon your tottering wils doe ſtand ; 


and you know how earneſtly I have 
M 4 _ exhor- 


2.Branch, 
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[he excelency of Chriſt, | 
| 


exhorted you all this while to pul] 
them downe, and rhat is all I can doe, 
but vow you 1i..{t not thinke thar all is 
done when I have done, No, No, bur 
you mult chen begin to be moſt buſe, 
when you neither heare nor ſee me at 
home 1n your cloſets, as I told you : 


ouſl; . ponder all things urderſtand- 
ingly, and labour to yceld ubedience 
1m ali things cor-\cionably, that fo con- 
ſequently you nay carry away Chrift 
tor your [abour moſt joytutly, having 
devolved and overcome all rhote un- 
happy Lets moſt blefledly,and rhere- 
for” when you come lonie doe nor, as | 
you were wont, ca'l for meat, drinke, | 
worke, company, {perts, delights; but 
rater Call upon your poore foules, to. 
whom this word of exhorrtation is. 


have heard, and are able to recail, and! 


jforyouarthistime, thatis, talla pul. 


tenr,and lei them recount allthat you! 


lo falltcothe worke which I provided! 


ling, and ſhakivg ; and ſce it by any} 
means you way pull away theſe {1xe 
poſtes or Lets, labouring as tor lite:O 


| | lee 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 16g | 


ſee adifference between Chriſt * and A 2ran« | 
all earthly things whatſoever, by - _ 
| | comparing one with the other, and 5; lace anc 


be (erioutly mindiull of your latrer |nxx:0c0 | 
| 


end, ard to be truly ſenſible of the jun <pwcrg 
odiouſneſle of your mot filchy {10Nes, | r1on, 
'and to weane your ſelves from your | 
former bratiſhnefls, which you have 
too too much diſcovered by your 
moſt eager purſuite after ſenſuall and 
brutiſh delights, who have huherto | 
kepr you from Chriſt, and to caſt of 
all buſineſle whatſoever tor Chriſt his 
fake; andif you find this tobe artaske | 
roo heavy tor you, then,as Tampſon be-| 
ing minded to throw downe tie houſe | | 
in the which the Lords of the Pluli- | | 
tines were, beſides three thouſand 
| men and women, and finding bimfelt : 
too weake and unable for ſo great a 
| ' worke ,prayed untothe Lord his God, 
'and ſaid, o Lord God, remember me, ! 7,246, 
1pray thee, onely this once, 6 God, >>, 28,295) 
chat I may be at once avenged ot 3% 
the Philiffines for my two eyes, and 

{o tooke hold of the two middle pil- | 
\lars upon which the houſe ſtood, and 

CN 
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'on which it was borne up the one 
with his right hand, and the other 
with his lefc, and bowed himſelfe 
with all his mi ht, andthrew down | 
the houſe, which tellupon the Lords, | 
and upon all the people that were | 
therein, and flew them ? ſo pray ye | 
unto the ſame God, ſaying, O Lord | 
God, remember us this time, O 
God, that we may be able to pull 
downe theſe fixe pillars or poſtes 
whereon our tottering wils doe ſtand, 

that they may come down, and there- 
upon we may be fitted, as being deje- 
Cted forthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt blefed 
for ever, and ſo lay hold on all the 
ftxe poſtes or Lets,and pull them with | 
all your might, and then ſee whether, | 
it you be both earneft and conſtantin 
your endeavours, your wils and all 
theſe Lets will not come downe ? and 
whether all your lordly finnes will not 
thereupon be even cruſhed, Like the | 4 
 Philiftines by the mighty power of : 
' Chriſt, of whom S4azpſon was a type, 
{there being no blocke in the way, to 


keep him from you, or you from him. 
The ! 


= S———— 


_— —— 


| or the Roſe of Sharos. 


The Lord ſtrengthen you, that you 
may beable to goe through this great 
and mighty worke, which muſt brin 
you along to Chriſt, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake,ouralone moft deare and glo- 
rious Redeemer, to whom be glory 
forever. Amen. Rom.11.36. 


SKCT. 2 


An exhortation to Gods people to be 
more for Chriſt thea ever they were. 


2 His point may ſerve to zncl:ne 

T:. wal of God, people - 

1. Tobemoretor Chrift then ever 
they were. 

2. To make more uſe of Chriſt 
then ever they did. 
| For the firſt FI fay they ſhould be 
| more for Chriſt then ever they were, 

manifeſting ſs much ; 
1. By a tappy andervaluing of all 


earthly + wa in compariſon of 
(Chriſt, 28 


po EEE 


| 


IT By! 


TI 


2, This ſer 
veth to IN- 
cline the 
wills of 
Gods pteo- 
pleyet more 
ro Chriſt- 
ward. 

I. 


9” 


pe 6-4 COA 0 = h 
| 172 #2 The excellency of Chrifl, 


207. By a holy willinzueſſe tobe with 


Chriſt. 
ITI. By a mighty cayxe to kee 
' Chriſall 4 : 


-— . ——IS—EC——_ 


To beginwith the firft of theſe 
| particular: , how willing ſhould all 
| Gods people be to preterre the Lord 
| Chrift betore all things elſe here be. 
 low,even as they would preferre roſes 
| before nertles, and thiftles,and things 

of _ . for, 
:. G:ot td, . Chr -iſt, being lixe a roſe, will 
dadfoer TOR lohn 14. 18. where as 
| worldly riches, and honours,and plea- 
fures will but v exe and ſting us, as you | + 
- 12.2.4, | have forinerly heard. | 
>. G- und. 2. Being like a roſe, he 1s moſt 
jet TIER en Pre Cions : For * roſes were ever 
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| Þ'7 #744 | : | 
Remus | highly eftcemed , among the * Ro- | 
* 32 + | 
_m_ [mans eſpecially, | ; 
| POO, 4 
| - Chriſtisa role {ti}] : For he faith 


2. Ground, : | 
Jalafos (nor liavebeen, butl the * roſe of Sha- | 
ay mw 00; indefinitely, and remarkably, not | 
=R "58 © [nominating any time paſt, preſenr, or 
wh. by tocome, to hew char he is not a rote | 
I foratime onely, as other fading roſes | 


me fare, though in many other reſpects he | 
5 Da*oh, ETTTTESTT OOTY 4 | 
JE | 
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| be like a roſe, No, but that he isa roſe x 
| ſtill, faire ſtill, precious ſtill, freſh Rill, 
| even the immortall and everliving 
| God, Alpha and Omega, the firſt and 
the laſt, Rev.1. 

Trae 1t 1s, that this ſweet roſe once ! 
withered a little, when Chrift died, | 
but it was onely tor a little while, and | 
according to is humane nature, that | 
; hedied ; for his divine nature could | 
' not poſlibly ſuffer, or die, being im- | 
! mortall, x 71m. 1.17. and his humane 
| nature roſe againe likewiſe the third 
| day,1 Cor.15-4. Like a true Phoenix, | | 
: which burneth himſelfe to aſhes, and 
| fodieth, and revives again wholly the | 
| third day, and then returne to his own 
| place, as * Epiphanize records it. | ZRG py 
Thus Chriſt for his partis aroſe ſtill 54*:." 

- Curable and permanent , ſeeing he} .7:e ore 
ever liveth, Heb.7.25. but all earthly © 259"; 
things elſeare fading, vaniſhing, mu- | uk x— BEET 
table.1'le inſtance ina man that ſwims! 9%09z, 

in honour, wealth, andpleatures, and. —_ BY 
flouriſhes, like a roſe for a time. | teridO:Rs, 

There is one who writes of a fa-| © 
mous Phyſician of Cracaw , that he 
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did ſo * artificially apt and fitaſhes of 
all theparts of a roſe plant, as that he 
did preſerve the ſpirits thereof; inſo- 
much as that, when he did bring neare 
ita candle and heate it, one might ſee 
che forme of a perfe&t roſe, which at- 
rerward returned againe to duft, when 
che fireand heate was removed. Thus 
he: whether his relation be true or 
talſe I know not ; but this I am ſure of, 
that however man, being raiſed of the 
duft, and warmed with a living ſoule, 
may make a faire ſhew, and ſeeme to 
be like a roſe in his flouriſhing eſtate, 
if God doe but blow eur his candle, 
and take away that heate which muſt 
reſerve his naturall life, hz returne to 
duſt, trom the which he 1s taken, and 
thenall his thoughts periſh, his plea- 
ſures periſh, his taire lineaments pe- 
riſh, his honour likewiſe and glory 
doth periſh, and all his goods vaniſh , 
tor he carrieth nothing with him bur 
a winding ſheet of all his abundance. 
See Eſa.40.6. All fleſh is graſſe,and all 
the gooalineſſe thereof as the flowers of 


[the field. The graſſe withereth,the flowe, 


palooem igne vemoto. Feſenberg, Rinndolag. cap ult, 
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Re A 


or the Roſouf Sharos. 
fadeth,becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord flow- 


th upon it. 

Wherefore let us looke upon all 
earthly Paradiſes with a moſt diſdain- 
full eye, and ſcornfull countenance, 
and trample under with the feet of a 
holy contempt all ſublunary fading, 
and flowry proſperity, Like that my- 
| ticall woman, Rev.12.1. and let the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be alone exalted, 
and mounted in our truly beleeving 
| hearts. Let him reigne there, and fic 
[upon his Throne as King, and have 
| the preheminence as our dread and 
ſoveraigne Lord, whoſe glorious ex- 
cellency, raviſhing beauty, and inex. 


plicable delightfulnefſe doth more 


and height of all earthly felicities, rai. 
ſed above the higheft poſfibilicy by 
the moſt inventiveand ſtrongeſt ima- | 
gination of any meere humane brain, | 
and extended to the very laſt end of 
the world, orthat length of time you 
canimagine, 

2. Be more willing then ever you 
|WEre tO be with Chrift. 


1. Here. 


| ba 


then infinitely tranſcend the utmoR | 
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1, Here. 
2. Hereafter. 
x Here, ſeeing he is thus like a 
roſe,and therefore * moſt faire, moſt 
ſweer, moſt pleaſant ; tor the roſe de- 
lighrs us more then any flower * ſaith 
D&raxd,by its colour,and recreates us 
more by its odour, and comftorteth us 
more by its taſte. I amſure you will 
grant,that it a woman were joyned by 
matrimoniall copulation to a hus- | 
band, as faireas Abſalom, and as plea- | 
fant as Tonathan, ſhe ſhould not defire 
to goe abroad among other men for 
content ; bur rather keep home and 
fatiate her ſelic with that paſſing de-| 
light, which ſh2 may take in ſoſweet a | 
companion, nay ſhouid even infinite- | 
ly long to be where he 1s, rather then | 
any where elſe. | 
Well, Chriſt Jetus to whom all you, | 
who are Gods peopic, are moſt blcl- | 
ſedly united, avd married ina myfti- | 
call and incftable manner , is fairer 
then Abſalom , picaianter then Jona- 
than : For he is like aroſe, yea, he pal. 
ſes any roſe, as 1 noted formerly. For | 
tairenefle 
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fairenefſc and pleafartneſle, being the | 
auchot of that fairenefſe and ſycet-| 
nefſe, waichis in all roſes creared, and | 
therefore I ſaid but now that he is 
\ moſt faire. And ſhould ye nor rhen. 
deſire to be wich Chriſt racher then 
any whereand with auy creature cifc 2 
; nay, ſhould ye nor even be rcftletle as 
| longas you bz out of his blefled fighr, 
and ſweeteſt company ? and ſhould ye 
not even be in paine, and regardlcfle 
of all rhings elſe, if therein you can- 
not meet with yourdeare love Chriſt? | 

Remember Aſaph, who could ſay tor ; 

his part , whow hav: 1 in heaven but | 

thee ? and there is noxe upon earth that T' plal. 7. 15. 
deſire beſides thee ? or * with thee, that 

is, ike thee,or 45 much as thee,as it thaeu 
alone wert not my all-ſufhcient hus- 
band, to content me, but thatI mult ' 


—_— — — 


— — — ——_ 


| needs affociate my felte with others, 


that they may fatishe me, No, No. 
; Thou Lord artunoro meallinall,\yee- 
cer then a thouſand ocher triends, and 
ren thouſand companions; 1t I may, 
bur enjoy thee, I have enough ; and it. 
I ſhould miſſe thee, rhere1s no incnd, 
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The excellency of Chriſt, 


| NO COMPany, no conterence,no place 
that WOuid or could pleaſe me, ſo! 
* S.. Bernard could ſay the like, 


{ 


all the meat of the very {oule 15 but! 


thou WIIcCe UNLO MC, 


| ſhew- 


urfavory, it Chrift be nor 1n it: at} 
iy writing de-' 
lights me nor, if 1 cannot reade leſus' 
Jait; itthou diſpute or talke and con- | 
ferre wit h mee, thy ditcourſe cannot 
pleaſe me, unlcile Jeſus Yo ſound in 
'minceares; Thus he, cvenin thoſe! 
darke and nulty dayes of ignorance 
| and blindneſle, in the which he lived 
, | (nee re 4Cco yeer, before the Retor- 
mation ) aud ſhould not you living 
aud Houriſhing under the brighteſt 
| Sun-ſhine of Chriſts glorious Goſpel! 
be as much for Chrilt : | 


|) Yuuwill lay unto me, wi.cre would 


b Ou Haveus then to delice and roſeek: 
2 ve With Chiift, ſeeing you do toy 
ha ar(reus? Chriſt YOU! know is in hea 
ver, and you would have us to be: 
\willingro be with him here, 

; Fer anſwer whercunto I ſay firſt, 
that Chriſt 1s not like unto that roſe 
'of geld, which the Pope of Rome: 


— - 
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ſheweth upon a Lo: 1s day i in the Lent | 
,onelyin Rome, «ich his * fl:.cterers * Purend, | 
hold totypihe the new Je -rufalem, No, nay 
he 15 AoC ONZ2 ly 11 ONe place EVENIA Ho Ga 7 
bo ven, whicn 13 hits proper place, | 
tou; gh "bile humane Nacture be Ca2cr e | 
boily , buche 1s allo tobe leene a a 
tobe met with here below , as he is 
God, ſhewing himſelt gracioully pre- 
{ſencm his own ordinances, and mrhe 
| hearts «nd meetings of his people.s See 
| Matth. 1$. 20. When tw9 or three be oa» 
es roge ther in my name, there 1 amin 
the midacſt of them, and 109. 17.20, At | 
that dy 70u {hall know toat 1 am 3n my. 
father, and you in mv, and 1 in you. 
| Thus generally. | 
| More particularly Ll anſwer, | 

I | 

| 


| Be willing theretore to meet him 
20 tobe with hiu. 
| Inthe word preach:4 int e houſe! 7 | 
of God, which is like the pleafant : 
field of Sharen, wher2 the Sunne fhi- | 
neth molt warine and taire, ſo as that 
there you canuot nutie the Lo:d Je-! 
{us Chriſt, that (weereit Role, wao' 
| bath obliged himſeiiby promite to be 
| N 2 there 
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' The excelency of Chriſf, 


| there even 251 Sharon field properly 
focalled,ws :Iyerh mottpleaſantly un- 
derth e warm-{t Sun yn” one might 
not want a govaly Roſe ſpringing OU 
' of 'that profpers 1s carth in Selomens 
| doyes, and when the time of the yeer 
' Gid {erve. Wherefore as the little Bee 
loves ro lic abour thoſe gardeus and 
| places whichare tull of Roſes, as be- 
[189 a* lover of Roſes, fodo yelove 
and like the houſe of God, whereas in 
| a Roſe garden you may be ſure to find | 
; Chrift that ſweet Roſc of Sharon. 
2. Bewilling tobe with him, at and | 
1 the myſterious adminiſtration and | | 
[par ticipation of the blciſed Sacrament | 
, of his facred Supper. For there alto 
| you caunot but meer him, yea, ſee | 
kim with the eyes of faith, as bleeding. | 
ſor your 11s, and being allred, as 1t \ 
 WETE, lixeaRoſe,with bleeding, in re- | 
'vard of that precious blood which | 
once hefhed for your unmortall ſouls, | 
' when he died for your tran ſpreffions, | 
and which then you do favingly ard 
| ſeafonably remember to bave been fo 


$ 
' 


d 


powred forth, as the wine js powred 
| our, | 


——— . 
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| inthe jel Chas. 


out, when you _ and feed your 
ſouls with that celcftiall and ny {tical! 
tood, which is there provided for yOu, | 
' nay you may even there embrace the 
Lord: JeſysChrift in yo! IX TICS, the 
armes I-meane of faicn, as that good 
ald Simeen, held him inthe armes of 
his body, being ready even to fing 
with him, for jo} +» che ſame CroT ean | 
| CAUTION, or ſong, which he fan; XZ» {. iy | 
{1Ng » Lord now leticil thou thy [exvan | 
| deport { {OMe ) in pe” ce 4rcorad: AT 32059 | 
fry for mine eyes £ eve ſtew thy ſul 1 


£107, Lick. 2. 29, 39. Thus 2e,and you 
mayadde; tor oureyes of {ith have | 
| 10w ſcene that ſweetelt 2 oc of Shares, 
|Our eyes have ſeen his precious blood, 
as it were, as red asa Roſe, aid our | 
{ouls have raſted how ſweet the Lord | 
is, even ſwecter then ſugared roſes, ' 
and the ſweeteſt honey; .oh how gOOU, ; 
| how good, and gracious is he? and 
how infinite are his render mercies, | 
and his ſweeteſt comtorts paſt finding 
the like > 

3. Be willing to be with Chrift in 


prayer , talking "and conterring _\ 
| - him, 


13x 


— 
-— —— —_ 


— — — —  —  — —  —— —— 
- 


"Rp ey Rp —r—_—_— 


-—— —_— ——— —— 
x 


——  — 


£ 
- 


x | FM 3 ; _ »x - R : 
I:iCTD kbwet y T} t. yz, 


| Die Manner, 


| 2bt. 204 {1 
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The '* EXCE.IeNcy 0 of Chriſt | 


nim, as freely 40 ' frequently and ta- 
| miliely 2% 2 Bide with her Bride- 
groo0; a'das* Zyſemaes,anvd Latimer 


X thac | Mutfec mareyr, and worthy Bi- 


, whopr.yed (as M , Foxe re- 


| = ic, of him ) a3 it he had ſeere 


_ where Chriſt is at 


recurang molt comtfort- 
art-r2viving anſwirs, to 


your moſt gracious and heart-break- 
wg Qefires, as you raay ſee, Ct... 


—- —” _— ——— —_— 


# _— I [wr 


God tice ro tice in a moſt tweet and 
fa 20 AT Oa"NCT, foletyour beleeving 
| hea 10 EVeuy mount up and .ſcend | 


— 


— 


= "gh © hand of Gol, thar Curift 
may ag2 [1 deſcend in and with your 
Waits in a molt ſweet and 106 xj:l1ca- | 


—— —— — - 


| 1 472 C0132 14180 My a7 An (MEeaningt! he 
Tas 31} 


Lo ESiak FE IE 
| WAtCi) 15 his 13.01 d 


TY lict; T4 


| 233 7 Sz iter, 0757 $; Powſe 4 cl ; I; $row #ti ul | lay, 


!1E Was 


CY hcartic Qelire 


Cart. 4. 14, and NC wioehere| Vam to 
anſwer the lon Cling C1 £Dectarion ot 


thy | 


| Kg LI CC and ECVTry , be: CCVIIP Lads 
Is Da racyile ) | 


) UF deare 


Spouſe , that I ſhould -oraCinro chis 
-iple ALD garden: for thcu faidft ler 
7 S: hh —_ kilts 5 Or 

my d 5 come tio his garden, 


| 


ſ 


| or the Roſe of Sharon. | 18; | 


gn tn A... ES _— C— OOO OCR oo oono_ NR — II OI} 29m ' 
Pn _ — — 


thy blefled ſoule , which doth ever 
intand thirſt af: os me, who am ihe 
health of thy countenance ana thy Gee, 
| Pſal. 42. x. 2.11. My compatiy thou, 
 doeſt affect, I ſee, and itis moſt tweet 
 unt tothee, and theretore my compa- 
ny thou ſhalt have, here 1 ain ro be 


——  ” Ox oo — 


—_ ——— 


| wi” thee, as thou didſt deſircme: ſor as | 
thou takeſt delight in me, fo co I rake | 
| delight in thee, and as my voice is 


iweertorhee, ſorline 15 ſweet rome, | 
Cant. 2. I4, and AS I am ſtxe a roiC 117 | 
thy fizhre, moſt annable and molt tarre, | 
[{o art rnou like 3 Parucn Ot Ro wers 
| molt plcatant and moſt fragrant i2 my 

fiohe, Cant. 4. 12. and a5 the unexpret- 


_— — 


fable and ſweereft comforcs of m1 \ & he | 
ritwhich are my frait,that 1 bring with 
me, do marvel: fly plc f Lice, Tile! | 

ty molt * ple ealanr fruits, which are | "—_ 
the * graces of my ſpirit, whom 1 fi! ad, ens 


| 
{ 


i 2 I Ween” un 


TY , "7 


” —” + —. 


T0 thee, waenlT comcunto theo , pie aſe | | 2Cta £ [019 
me, and theretore behold, here 1 am ROY 
oO. ' 


'fO joy thee, who dolt fo carneſtly 
and ardently long tobe with me, 
4. Be willing to be with Chriſt by 


read; ng much ks >»fren 1 the books | 
| N 4. Cal [| 


— 
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The excelency of Chrif8, 
,of of God, whichis like a moſt pleaſant 
| * paradiſe ( as Ircn.e8 aptly reſembles 

- [ix 


') inthe wiichthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
£.s, |Corhflouriſh, asa Roſe in Sharon field, 

|  ſhewing himſelfe thorow the very 
 thoraesofthe moſt pricking and pier- 
cingLawot God, but cſpecially tho- 
row the green and reviving leaves of 
| the ſoul- -lolacing Goſpel, and ſocon- 
| ſequently throughout the whole book 
3 of God, whereot that Princely prea- 


| * 7hlp | cher, the* Prince of Anhalt was wont 
| Caroraris | tolays, wat elic 1s the whole Scri- 
Hen4m"ey |prure , but {wadling clothes of the 
|  childe Jeſus, lic being to be found al- 
-- ; moſt in every page, in | EVETY rverſe,and 
as line, ſo as that the * Apoſtle might 
Rn ell terme the whole word of God, | 
| 72765 power 1 $22 word of Chrift, becauſe he is the 
| errun form | _ terot the whole, and the contents 


fas —_ all che Bible, * ſhadowed in the| 
eftemclens, * ca mewed in the Goſpel, which| 
9:04 lex | cauſed” S*, Auſtinc to ſav molt aptly, 
ang an" | nam vecem havent duo teſtamenta, The | 
:«2 = | word of the Lord containes nothing | 
c99.33- | but theword, which is the Lord. 

rpg 5. Be willing to be with Chriſt in 
e's the} 


es 


D—— —  —_ — ——  --- - 


or tbe Roſ e of Sharon. | 


the reading ot ſuch good books as were 
| written by good menot Chriſt. For we 
muſt nor thinke that the Pope of 
Rome onely is authorized to ſhew 
Chriſt by aroſe of gold unto thepeo-| 
| le, as his * flatterers doc make him 
| beleeve. No, but every faithtull Mi- | 
| ' niſter of Chriſt may ſhew him forthin |: 
; the beſt manner he can, theugh he be 
notable to doe it in golden lines and !, 
phraſes, and theretore divers able 
men have done their beſt to ſhew | ” 
| Chrift both by ſpeaking and by wri- 
ting unto the people of "God, whoſe 


moſt excelient treatiſes are to be 
| tound extant as ſo many delightfull 
| roſaries or roe-gardens, wherein Je- | 
| ſus Chriſt is moſt lweetly : ſet forth, and | | 
' flouriſhes like aroſe, faire and pleaſant: 
lo as that ye may doe well to tetcha; 
walke in them now and then,to recre- 
ate your wearicd minds with che ſight 
and ſmell of fo fragrant and faire a 
 tlower,and to manifeſt that ardent'and 
longing defire to be with Chriſt, w® 
. ought to be in every one of you. 

6. Be willing to be with Chriſt in 


| the 
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185 | The iv_ of Chr ift, 


| EP 
the people of God,whoalſo are asa moſt 
| delicious garden, Cant.4. 12, In the; 


which this faire roſe doth ſhew him- 
ſelte rioft graciouſly by their ſweet | 
and ſavory ſpeeches, and faireſt carri. | 
age, emblematizingand —— 
it ina moſt fic and proporrionable de- 
| gree that moft admirable and ravi- 
| ſhing pleaſantnefſe, amiablene{Te, and | 
| [Edenneth- which is in Chriſt himſelfe 


the roſe of $H4r03., See Gal.2,20. P[al. 
| * $9:petes | IG.J, 


broſeriturſ? | 2, Be willing to be wich Chriſt in 
F þ GYc:2 w7 HY *7 | 
THE "—_ | heaven hereafter, and not {fo UNWIHUNG | 


” x videre | todepart this iraile lite, as many are : 
To nag | For to you ſhall mou: h up witn Elias, 
i COLCPUM 3 | 


though not ina chariot of fire,ye © UP. 


TL Gr, peter | 


Mo ——_— | on the wings or arines of Ange 13 into 
— ora; rhe my boſom. as 1t were of Cort, 

, - 43,i1)9 | 

Fas Sy; | that {a tir roſe of Sharon, atloone as 
6:41d 3; your earthly tabernac les are 01fo1l- | 
F< 4 

Freon j2 : | ved, andunfouled by death, yorr goe 
meT ' then to behold and t9 {ec [ils olor iOUS | 
j- 0:2: beauty and to enjoy ns ſweeteſt toct- 


i 7 vil! Fs Ye | 


Fe ol ery through all erernity. 


; FR [8 

_ S * Socrates did protetie once, that he 

$598 v4 K- for his Dart was moſt wilhng to die, | 
| thar | 


P 41"). 
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or tbe Roſe of Sharon. 
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char he mighr ſee rhofe companies 


and aſſemblies of thoſe ancient heroi- 
call perſonages, Orpheus Dail ly , Heſt- 
 04us, Horner &c, and ſhould nor you 


Chriſti ns that ire _ to Chriſt, 


be infinitely mere deftious ro goe 
. hence upon the ſ:mmons of <& carh, 
That you might enjoy the beatthc all 


and mo'!t glorious viton of Jeſus 
Chriſt, your cel. (tial; brdegroome, 


that ſweeteſt and fiirclt roſe of Shaton, 


blefled for ever ? ſhould ye not even 
ecctoftorth'as itwere the fame words 
which once iſſued from the blefled 
ionle of that holy Apoſtle, Ph:/.1.23. 
anſwering him ard ſaying ; we allo 
have a deſire to Gepart , and tro be 
with Chriſt, which is far better. 

3. Beperſwaded Itkewiſe ro mant- 
teſt it, chat you make more of- Chriſt 
thenever you did, ſeeing he is fo faire 
and ſo uſetu}l, ang fo dehrablea role ; 
DYA mighty: carerokeep him fl, as 
we xeep and conſerve roſes over yere, 
in laftes and viffels of earth : ſo be 
carclull I ſay,to conſerve Chriſt, tnat 


ſweeteſt roſe of Sh::ron,not ON ely OVET 
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7 The excellency of Chriſs, 


— 


0 

| 
| 
yeare but every yeare, and every day | 
of your whole race, till your very | 
laſt gaſpe. | 
It youask me how and where would | 
you have us tokeep him 2 | 
I arſwer : In the vellels of your | 
hearts, and within the cowmpaſſe of 
your minds, ſtriving to tiiinke upon 
him conMmual:r, eve Nas a /POUſe LP- 
on her beit belove-,and as © Az remiſia 
did ever carry in her Nun her deare | 
| deccaied husband 23 as{eo/ws, raing- | 
[ling | acr Very Orin ke with his aſhes: 
OUNCE youre are 
is your beſt beioved, and m nglc or 
beſbraw a!! your meat and drink c, and ; 
WOras and works with tits {ycereft re- 
membrance, eveg asthz2 ancient * Ro. 
manes did veſtraw their meat with ro- 
fes, nay, come you mult promiſe him | 
ſo muci, betore ye depart in tlie | 
words of * his ſpouſe * : We wil 7 CONCTN = 

ber uy love more 1hew wine. 

. Keep him not oucly by way of, 

a hoty and perpetualtrecordartion and | 
mindtulnefft of him, but alſo by an 


j 


Clartit L121 1% YU i, wo 


| extraordinary Care to preferve and to | 
bd: enjoy | 


— 


wor... 


— x 


OO — Rem. HR 


| or the Roſe of Sharos. | 18g 


enjoy the comfortable ſenſe and tee- 
ling of his gracious preſence in your 
[{blefled foules, inutating his taire 
(ſpouſe inthe Canticles, who when he 
| had him, would not let l:1m goe, chap. 
2.4. 
You will ſay unto me, how Can we | Dnef. 
keep him if he will be gone ? 
I anſwer : as you conſerve roſes | e4»fw. 
( with ſugar, ſo you may keep him a 


o 
long time with | 
| 1, Sugred and ſweet thoughts of | 
'God, and him, and his word , and! —d—_ 
ſaints, &Cc. abandoning other vain and | C5) 

| woridly cogitations : For then we | £#«lun 

| make,as it were, our minds his* bed, FD” 
whereon he is then pleaſed to reft, | otrirdixi 


Cant.3 7 |(n0mg 


v Ca'0:071 


| 41; 
' 2, With ſwett and gracious fpee- | ya Ger, 
\ches and communications , it you | «cis 
have a care to bridie your tongues, How nol 
and to refraine your lips from bitter | /:».us,cique, 
words, and unprofitable diſcourles ; pe 
[and contrarily, to fugar the CONCEPTI- | 11, 5x; ter- 
[ons of your minds with ſweet and fas | wi cop dh. 
| vory expreſtons, tending tothe glory _ —_— 
of God, and to the edification of | y pwr.z 7 


others, | 
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The excelency of Chriſt, 


others ; For with ſuch communcica- 
tion God 1s well pleaſed. See Luke 24. 


I 5. 


3- With ſweet and gracious works, 
which are even able to attract him,and 
todraw him cowards you atter he hath 
been ( inregard ot his ſenſe and feel- 
10g) abſent trom you; for ſo he faith 


24rdea , &C. meaning the belceving 
ſoule, Cart. 5. 1. atterfhe had defired 
him to give hera gracious viſit, faying, 
| Let my beloved come inte his garden, aul 
| cate of hw pleaſant fraits , that is, let 
| him pleaſe and delight himſelie with 
| theſe precious graces, and glorious 
works , which himſelt hath wrought 
'by his holy {pirir, as I noted formerly, 


_— — 
— 


- — 


to hts faire Spouſe , I am come into my. 


ee er RY -— OS) OO Woo OOO P—_ 
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[that this is the meaning of that excel- | 


111 their ani tations afhirime. 


lenc place, as bot Gregory and Pſclizs | 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 
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SECT. 2 


Chriſt /hould be uſ#d much, | 


2. BE willing alſo to make more ule 
of Chriſt then ever you did yer, | 
ſeeing that now you underſtand how | 
that he 1s moſt lixe unto a role, whole 
uſefulneſie and medicinallneſſe Perrms | 
Andre. Matthiolus a Phylician fo extol- | 
lech and ſettecth forth in his Commen:- | 
' taties on the 1. Book of Droſcorides the! 
' x12. Chaprec, as that I for my part 
| muſt rot thinke that I ſhall be able to 
' magnifie them more then he did, and 
' therefore Ile here fer down his own ' 
words ( which tormerly I have cited 
1a the maryin ) Certainly , faith he, 
| roſesare much ro be magnified , and 
| to be had in high eſteeme, becauſe 
they ſerve not onely for an ornament 
to beautifie our gardens , and are moſt 
delighttull cotheeye,but allo becauſe 
they be uſed in the moſt excellent 
medicines , whereby the lite of man 
is 
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i5ſuccoured. Thus he, and therefore 
how may we extoll and magnifie , ſay 
I, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that moſt 
admirable Roſe of Sharon , which muſt 
needs be more then iufinitely more 
medicinall, being the Creator, then 
all roſes created. Make uſe of him 
therefore, as men make uſe of roſes 
i1nſuch caſcs as theſe. 


—_— -————_— 
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— —_ 
—"— = DC OO COC CO 


SECT. 20. 


Chrift is to be made uſe of in 
Hen you be overcome | 


25. Caſes. 
I, - 2 | 
Y with choler and anger, Or 


elſe finde your {elves prone to 1t at 
any time: tor as * roſes do purge cho- ! 
ler, fo * Chriſt is able ro purge our | 
your anger, and better roo, for him- 
ſelf is moſt meeke, Matth. 11. 29. 
and theretore as it is the nature of 
contraries to cxpell one another, fo 
Chriſt, being moit meeke, muſt needs 
be able to expell your wrath, even 

then| 


E—_— yy <-> -- TE i ng 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


then when you are apt to be moſt an- 
gry, it you make uſe of him aptly, 
that is, 1nſuchaſortand manner, as is 
to be ſhewed hereafter. 
| 2, When you be apt and prone to 
hate any man , which is morethen to 
be angry onely with another. For as 
* Roles, being phykically andTrightly 
uſed, do ftopa bloody fluxe, fo Chriſt 
isable to ſtop this bloody fin, which 


——.. } 
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2, Caſe. 


* Flos roſe 
ſarguinem 
ſoit , Pliz. q 
N at.Hiitor, 


runs paralell with che bloody crime of /-z1.6. 19. 


murder , inthe fight and Judgement 
of God, as it iswritten, x /ohz 3. Is. 
' Whoſoever hateth his brother is a mur- 
therer. This finT fay Chriſt is able to 
ſtay,and to ſubdue,being rightly made 
uſe of: forheis all love, being God, 
as it is written, 1 10/7 4.16. God « love, 
and therefore by the ſame rule of con- 
traries, he mult needs be able to caft 
out hatred alſo , which is contrary to 
love. 
| 3. Whenyoubepeſtered with that 
'* diabolicall fin of Eavze : for as * Ro- 
ſes preſerve from rottennefle , ſo 
 Chrift is able to keep you from that 
[rotten ſinalſo, as we may call it , be- 


cauſe! 


' 3- Caſe, 
| * Invidenti 
diabolicum |} 
vitinm eff, 
Aug de diſe., 
C briſt.tom.g 
n_— 914 
Eft diabol; | - 
mUVentm 
Baſil, de In- 
| Vidlia, mah, | 
'Þ. 172. 
| * William 
Laxgbam in 
' his garden 
of health,p. 
' 538, 


— 
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_ Prov, 


* Nabil ua 
kwars Uh! 
es Janat {- 
uit Hater 
fas. 

W{7y, $a. 
is /ups# 
Cat. | 


| 


&c Caſe, 


91478 fer int 
Aammatic- 
armintunu- 
erit anſant- | 
Aerda tit | 
20/4 iepida, 
{Elſa !, 3. 
Ce 4- 

* Nb) ua | 
ſaperbie tu 
more {ecat 


cauſe ir * cauſeth rottenneſic thar it 
| may not * reign; for who ever did 
[ſhew himſelf more oppoſite to thar 


[be one with him , and gave them the 


Igavehim. /o/z 17. 22,23. and there- 
| fore there is no doubt, bur if you make 


* 3; mer [ 


eat Felt, | 
Berrard, 
5. Calc. 


| 
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ſoul-waſting finne, then he, in thar he 
prayed, that his very ſervants might 


ſame glory which his heavenly father 


uſe of him, as you ought, he will tree 
you more and more from that ſinne, 
which is ſo oppohite to his own nature. 

4. Whenyou are troubled with the 


moſt dereſtable finne of Przde, being 
ftrongly tempted to be proud of your. 
wealth, or gifts, and ſpirituall graces; | 
for as Roſes are good againſt * ſwel. | 
lings, ſo * Chriſt the Roſe of Sharon is 
uſefull againft that ſwelling fin, being | 
himſelf moſt humble : Math. 1. 29. 
2nd therefore, as contrary topride, 1s 
allo able to expellitin any of his faith- 
tull members , thar 1s, or ſhall be in- 
tected withit. - 

5. Whea you feele the ſcorching 
heat of concupiſcence, and know not 
how to free yourſelves of it, thenalſo 


SO 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 


him. For as Roſes do coole and take 
| away *inflammarions , ſo > Chrift can 
| quickly allay that flaming heat of ori- 

gipall concupiſcence , which doth ſo 
moleſt his own beleeving members, 
as they be partly fleſh, now and then 
asthar it inakerh them cry out with 
Paul, who, as <ſome hold, means this 
lame concupiſcence by the prick in 
| his fleſh, 2 Cor. 12. 7. Ifay, Chriſt can 
| quickly rike away ſuch heat , that it 
| may not break ot into a flaming fire 
' of notorious and ſcandalous unclean- 
| nefle, but rather ſhall die in the hearr, 
without being allowed,or delired. For 

heis moſt pure, and therefore moſt 
oppolitteto ſuch burning lufts, which 
are moſt impure , ſo asthat they can-| 
not conſiſt or ſubſiſt rogether with 
him, if he be made uſe of and taken as 


the ſame. 

| 6. When the eyes of your mindes 
grow ſomewhat 4:7» , and you cannor, 

or do not ſce ſo well as you were wont 


| 95. 


go to Chriſt for help, and makeuſe of 


rhe onely Soveraign antidote againſt 


Petr Andy. 
Matthiol, in 
Daoſcs, L 1. 
C.I12, 

» Nubil 3ta 
extinguit li- | 
budams flam- 
man ſxcut 
Teſus, 
Bernard. 

© Apud Ni- 
ay. carthuf. 
ia Los, dif- 
fering 
ſomewhat 
fro others, 
who take it 
to have 
been pride, 
as Eraſm. in | 
M1 Chriſt, 


6 Cafe | 


| the fouleneſle of (tn, and fairenefle of 


O 2 Chriſt 
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__  } Ctiriſtand grace, thenalſo make uſe 
be. wang of Chriſt in that caſe. For as 4 Roſes 
= " ' are good for the cleering and curing 
*Lyxcs |of the eyes of the body , ſo Chriſt is 


yore able to cleere the eyes of the ſoul , ſo 


uſa, wt 7 [AS that you ſhall ſee farre cleerer and 
L:me0p%- | better then ever did*©Lyncews , who 


—_— [with his Eagle-like eyes could ſee 


claſes cgre- [from the Lelybean Port the Cartha- 


die ow. | ginian Fleer, going forth out of their 


Lyecei ocul; | haven , for living and beipg oa earth, 


| Val Max. | you may behold with the 1llightened 
Moe apren eyes of your mindes Chriſt himſelf 


| chematici- |12 heaven, which is more thenfiafi- 


ans bytheir | nitely farther , EVEN AS Abraham ſaw! 
ons Gn. | him and his day by faith, before ever 


94703 _ he was born , loh. 8. F6. and with the 


miles di- | {2me eyes of an illuminated minde 
Nance be. | [ 


ewcen the | JOU may ſee even the leaſt fins, and 
3. orbe | ſuchas by othersare ſcarce perceiva-| 


enely and 
| theearth, | Þ1e ; fee Revel. 3. 18. 1counſell thee ro 


as for the| buy of me, &C. and anoint thine eyes with 
mghett | eyeſalve|3thatis, with the knowledge 
caven , : _ v 
has i: {of thine own frailtie and finfulnefſe 
trapſcendently higher again, cvrn (511gh , as that ir way be 
called rhe heighr ir ſeif , or heights. > Y  FYT'9Y i” (olly- 
| 23147 eft preprue feagilttatts agnitio, /iique avjectig & humiliatio, Gag- 
Ae 112 £94, 


ES that 
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that thou maitt fee ] that is, mayclt ſee 
how poor2,how wretched, how naked, 
how odious , how fintull a creatnre 
thou art ; therefore ® buy of me this | * Subaad; 
eyefalve: forſomuchisrobevader- | fx 
ſtood, as interpreters here tzve wei! : : 
noted it. i Evagrizzs writes of Zaſi 344 | i *agrin 
and Chuzntites, that they aid at a time , £9 if, 
reſtore unto the wife of A-ceſiawe che | 307 
ſight of her eyes evea :iraculouſly, | 

which narration o: his, whether it | 

may be undoubtedly belezved,or not, 

this I am certainof: that Chrilt can] 

make you ſee as well as ever you did ;| 
if you make uſe of him, becauſe S', 
lon in this Catonicail Book of the 
facred Scrivtures, (which is infinitely | 
to be preferred before Evagrins is 
Ecclefiafticall Story ) ferts down theſe 
words, which bur now I cited, as 
Chriſts own , 'and therefore you may 
boldly go to him, whenſoever you 
cannor ſee well, that you may be en- 
abled by him, to ſee both him and 


| 
your own fintulnefſe more cleerely 


then you do. 
7. When you can hardly keep in, 7. Cxte. 


| 
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boaſting, and dciratting , or any other | 
rotten ftuffe, that ir may not breake 
out in your conferences and commu- 
nications with others, then alſo make 
* Gals, |uſe of Chrift, the Roſe of 3haron. For 
{ 7. /. as Roſes are by their nature * aftrin- 
Mcedica- a , : 
—— gent and binding, ſo Chriſt by his na- 
x ture is binding alſo, being cleane con- 
trary to ſuch boaſtingand reviling, as 
you may gueſle by his humilitie, Matr. 
11. 29. and by his filence mentioned, 
x Pet, 1.23. intheſe very words, Whe 
* [when he was yeviled, reviled not again, 
&Cc. So as that.you may be ſure, that | 
he can eafily bridle your tongues, and | 
bind your vain-glorious and malicious 
humors, unto which you may be ſ{ub- 
je by nature, ſo as that they ſhall nei- 
ther breake forth by the tongue, nor 
be predominant in the heart, if you do 
bur make uſe of him,as you ought, and 
|8. cas, | aretobeſhewed hereafter. 
* Folia koſe | $8, Whenyou can hardly retain any 
—_— thing that is good, being ob/iv105 and 
PR£[ forgetfull, go to Chriſt. For as Roſes 
AMatholss \are able to * corroborate the reten- | 
# Dieſe. *. \tiye facultie for the good ot the body, 


1.C. 112. 
; ſo 
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ſo Chriſt can as eaſily ftrengthen the} 
magazine of your fouls , your memo- | 
ies, yeainfinitely more ealily, forhe | 
can write his Law in your very hearts, | 
'as he hath promiſed, erem. 22. 33.} 
Wherefore make uſe of him. | 
| 9. When you begin to nauſeate | g. cafe, | 
and to loath his word, as the Children | 
of Iſrael did loath even Manna, whick | 
l came down from heaven, lehn 6. 32, 
for as Roſes doe ftop and ciire the } 


loathing of meat, if we may bekeeve | 
* Plizze, ſo Chriſt can quickly curethe | « pj, x. 
| 


. 


nauſeating of his word , which is the | :=2!, fe. 7. 
| epidemicall difcaſe of our age, yea, 
thouſand times better. For he is Man- 
'na himſelf, and the word it felt; and 
therefore it you can but take and tiſte | | 
him how {weet he is, you will find fuck | 
a ſwcet reliſh in him , as that you can- 
not loath hi; word , which is alſo moſt 
ſweet, by reaſon of him, as meat and | 
drink is ſweet, if fugar be in it, by] | 
reaſon of the ſugar, which is init, Pfak. | 

I9. 10, T heretore take him. | 
; 10. When you are ſo obſtructed] ro. Cafe, | 
 andtroubled with ſtoppages, as that | | 
| O 4 mw. 
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* FUCCHS 70- 
ſe obſtruttt 
| onibus, &Fc. 
| mirificeopem 
Preftat. 

. Matihiolus 
Fr Dioſco, |. 
| I.C112. 
|'* Cuz alt- 
| Quando fie 
| tit ants facie 
| em ſalutars 
#0127215 Ip- 
' Baie £7* 
' por Brzard. 
x 1. Caſc, 
* Colerves 
of Roſcs 
mollife 


which are 
hard, yea 


the ſtone, 
1/71. L ang- 


garden of 


health, p. 


tt ole parts, 
j help break 


bam in his 


534: 
Cw (ons forte 


ſiecatas lae 
ch: ymarum 
WBU0aln Jt» 
ſa xon flugit 
uberior, 
Bernard, 


you cannot fetch your breath , as you 
were wont, thatis, donot, cannot 
breath and pant fo after God , as the 
Hart breathes after the water brookes, 
Pſal. 42. 1,2. by reaſon of ſome ob- 
ſtruction within, proceeding from any 
cauſe whatſoever, then alſo make uſe 
or Chriſt, who alſo can undo ſuch 
ſtoppings1in the ſoul, as Roſes can re- 
move * obſtructions inthe body : tor 
elſe his deare Spouſe would not have 
prayed him fo, as ſhe did , to draw her, 
that ſhe might run after him (Can 1.4.)it 
he were notable to take away all ſhort- 
nefſe of breath , and to enlarge the 


cannot do, whoſe breath is but ſhort. 

11. If you be peſtered with hard- 
eſſe of heart, fo as that ye cannot 
mourn for fin, or be ſenſible of ſin, &c. 


heart , that one may * run, which he 


go to Chriſt tor help, foras the Roſe 
can mollifie thoſe parts that are hard, | 
as * one writes of it, ſo Chriſt can take | 
away the very heart of tone, as he 
hath promiſed being God, Eze. 36.26. 
hence Bernard what hardnefle of heart 
was ever able to ſtand before Jeſus. 


12. When 


Ns _ > 


— 


| 
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12, When you are rroubled with | 23. Cate. 
Melancholy, and diſtruſt full choughts, go 
to Chriſt in that caſe alſo. For as Ro- 
ſes have a facultie , as *they write tO | » Thomas | 
expel] melancholy, ſo hath * Chriſft| H7 in his 

— - on 
a moft ſingular tacultie ro caft outand| 4, 
diſpellall thoſe pentive and perplexed | b {ui in «d- 
conceits, which do ſotorture many of | **/ 4ffs | 
4 T ; dents, jam |} 
his belceving members, For he bath| us. 
FH 
ſaid , I will never leave thee nor forſake | cienti # ne-| 
thee, Heb. 13. 1oſh. 1.5. which words of 77 © 
: : - ' F157 ! C0416 Gte 
his, being ſpoken home to the heart | ju fans 
of adiſtruſttullperſon, by his own ſpi- | 49.20ma:d. | 
rit within, in caſe you make uſe of him 
10 ſucha time of need, muſt needs be, 
of ſuch torce and power , as that light 
muſt even come out of darknefle, as 
when hefaid, /er rhere be /ight,Gen. 1.3. 

13. Whenyour hearts are not very | 13: Caſe. 
ſtable,goto Chriſt tor ftabilitie.For as 
Roſes1it Plizic© may be credited, Con-/ « plin, ar. 
firme the tottering teeth in ones| i arg. | 
mouth, ſo he is able roconfirme and 
to make ſtable your hearts , asthe A- 
poſtle writes, 2 Cor7nth, x. 21. Now 
he which eſtabliſheth us with you in 


Chriſt , &c. 1s God, marke in Chriſt, 


1 


who 


29S 9. 
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who-therefore is aptly reſembled toa 

b-- rock, which firmly beares that edifice, 

aneny Figs whichis built on it, 4 Matih. 16.10. 

x4. Caſe. | 14. Inaword, whenavy ſinful mo- [1 
tt0z or evill humour doth ariſe in your 


[ 
ſi 
; 
l 


| 
| 
| hearts,then make haſte to make uſe of 
Cahrift, who is able to purge it out , as 
Roſes have a facultie to purge the 
| heart, fo as that they ſuffer not any 
n corruption to remain in it, if we may 
| grvecredit to that, which © one writes 
{* The 4 of the ſame, nay f much more. For ſo 
'rup2? of : 

Roſes fu ſaith the Apoſtle, whom we may cer- 
|fereth.no |Lainly beleeve, Hebr. g. 14. How much 
corruption |-;yore ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through| * 
oO remvin | | 

the eternall ſþirit offered himſelf without 


{in theheart 

{19i.Lorg) ſpot to God , purge your conſcience from % 
i FE "Me dead works to ſerve the living God * E 
cam 20m £5. If you fay, what if one do yeeld : 
:7:/-12 bo24- | or have given way to (io, what ſhall he | 


| ne18 2995115 
(nem mm | Jo th-n, ſhall he g0Oro Chrilt too ? 


'proguns mi- | a 
um, Eby. | ITanſwer, yes, For'whether will ye 


| miemende, | og elſe but to him, who isable and rea- 


vn and dy to take away your fins , and to cure 
; flim, miſc. | ME 

{ Cordem, xc. eandemg; ipſum Deum ominip tentom, qus me or exompio 
: ſane &+ robore! adjctorio, ade centfludu , quod v0m's T« (14 to12tes inde- 
| coris fugat praniggnem, Bernard. $erm. uy ſuper Cait, 35. Caſe, 
your | 


EE 
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Inn 


4 


your wounds after you have been bit- 
ten of ftn, and Satan,even as the 8 root : Plin, Nat 
of afield roſe is able to take away the |? © *5- | 


C, 2, 


| 


| venome out of the wound of a man, 
that hath been bitten of a mad dog, 
1 [as Plixtewrites; for theretore he com- 

q- * |pares himſelf both to a Roſe in the 
| Feld here , and tothe brazen Serpent 
in Iſraels camp, which being looked 
on by thoſe that were ſtupg of fierie | 
Serpents, did heale and cure the ſame, | 
Toh. 3.14.15, 16. As Moſes lifted up the 
ſerpent in the wilderneſſe , even ſo muſt 
the Sen of maz be lifted up,(who,as ® one | 
b notes by the way , by reaſon of his e- 
4 ]verlaſting Dietie, I adde, and by rea- | 
ſon of the long-laſting vertue of his 
death, to deliver us from dexth, not- 
4 withſtanding fin , which ever cleaves | 
unto us,is moſt aptly ſet torth by a ſer- 
pent of brafle, which is the more du- | 
rable metrall ) ;hat nhoſoever beleeverth 
in him , ſhould not periſh but have ever- , 
o. laſting life; unto this moſt excellent 
paſſage ( of which more is to be ſaid 
\; hereafter) we may annexe that in 
1lotn1.1,2. My little children, theſe 
things | 


Ju a | IR 
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_ write 1 unto you, that ye ſinne not. 
—_ And if any man ſinne, we have as Advo- 
porfina pro- | Cate with the father, leſus Chriſt the righ- 
jria compa- | teo145,and hs i the propitiation for our ſins, 
be a w and not for ours ently, but alſo for the (ins 
ts fternds | of the whole warl4 , where note by the 


p23/29m | way, how Chriſt in ſuci a caſe i3 com- 
babeat, Na-' 


a ates | PAred toan Aavurate, fo a: ' Hat poore 
quidam im- {10RCrs , who cannot plead tor them- 
pedruntiz it ſeives,may plead by him to eſcape the 


anfantes, ' : R -_ "Wn 
guids beg, Ivdgeinent of God denounced 27ainſt 


ut ſemze, ſinners, that they muſt die, Ezecn. 18. 
queper P/9- 4, even as bythe * civill law , women 


cnralores a= , 
ecre poſſe, $& Children that cannot defer:d them- 


Doder Vul- ſelves, are to plead their caſe by a Pro- 


ns, i. Curator or Advocate, whereas others 


<. 30 may piead themſelves. 

* Cardin YSothat one may as much encourage 

ſama conctl. : , : 
youto goto Chriſt, notwithſtanding 


mhi.p. 25 IJ, \- - th . © 
* Lice: o- Thoſe {10s into which through infirmi- 
" Cri tie you fall, as * thoſe 227. fathers, 


monall:tium : : T 
imrcd, 4; | which mer in Trallo, under the Empe- 


iz q-ocurq; TOUT Tuſtinian (to adde Canons unto 


pg the ſixth generall Counſell of Con- 
feerit:Salue. ſtantinople,which made none )do * a- 
'orenins 39- | DIMATE and allow even criminall per- 
gg ſons and notorious malefaCtors to 
qits ad me venii non efuczam foras (axon 44.C01:,6. onll.(ic difth. 
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enter into a Monaſtery: yea more, 
then they, ſeeing the word of God it 
ſelf, as { ſhewed but now , naketh for 
{uchan encouragement, whereas they 
can bring no proofe ſufficienc. They 
ſay indecd that Chriſt hath ſaid ; him 
that comes to me, Ile tn no wiſe caſt out, 
but they prove not tizat, he whoenters 
into a Cloyfter , having beena male- 


|[fator, ſuch as by the Law of God 


ought todie, goes to Chriſt, nay they 
cannot prove it. Forſo any murderer, 
or Sodomire, to ſave his lite, may go 
intoa Monaſtery , and yet be farre e- 
nough trom Chriſt, wheretore 1 fay 
one may more fately animate poore 
ſinners , that tn out of weaknefle, to 
go to Chriſt himſclt rather then into 
a Cloyſter, which cannot ſave them, as 
Chriſt can. 

16. If you fay, what if our own 
hearts do even tremble and ſhake, and 
condeinn us as hypocrites, ſhall we go 
to Chriſt and make uſe of him forall 
this ? 

I anſwer, yes. For therefore he aſ- 


f1milates and likeneth himſelfe to a 
Roſe, 
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16, Caſe, 
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piph. lx 10,2. 
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Roſe, to ſhew, that as * Roſes do take 
away the trembling of the heart, ſo 
itis he, that muſt remedie and cure 
the Palpitation and trembling of your 
hearts,as being greater then your hearts, 
4s it is written, 11942 3. 20. and zeere 
at hand tojuftifie you, Eſa. 5o. 8. for- 
aſmuch as he alſo died for you, ſoas 
that you may boldly eccho forth theſe 
very words , after the ApoſRte to an- 
ſwer your ſelf-acculing and condemn- 
ing conſciences; who is he that con- 
demuecth ? it is Chriſt that died, &c. 
Rom. $8. 34. but hereof more is to be 
laid hereatter, in the manner of taking 
Chrift. This by the way. 

17. it you aske me , what if we can 
finde no reft tor all, ſhall we go to 
Chriſt > 

I anſwer, yes. Ferthereforealſo he 
is compared to a Roſe, becauſe he 
brings r-/# and quietneſſe, and calm- 
nefſe at laſt, as the Roſe conciliates 


Phyſically cakea. See for proote here. 
of, Matth. 11. 28. where Chriſt him- 


{e1f, like a true © Noah , ſo called from 


reſt, 


eaſe, and brings men * aſleep, being ' 


— 


| 


or the Ro : of Sharon. 


reſt, doth moſt lovingly promiſe you 
reſt, ſaying, Come unto me all you that 
travell | and are heavy laden , and 1 wil 
give you reſt, Marke but theſe words, 
and ſee, how Chriſt himſelf anſwers 
youin this caſe; you ſay , what if we 
can finde no reſt forall this, ſhall we 
go to Chrift? and Chriſt faith, yes, 
come. you ſhajl be welcome. For I 
look for ſuch, as you be,reftlefle, eaſe- 
lefle, and dejected ſouls, and ſuch I 
promiſe reft, which they want, and 
d will want , till they come and cleave 
tome, and me alone. 

18. Whenyou perceive your ſelves 
to be entrirg into a ſpirituall con- 


{ſumption , ſo asthat you do notas in 


times palt 3bound in good works, but 
ratherpray lefſe, read lefle, meditate 
lefle, and give lefle then you did,then 
alſo go with all ſpeed to Chrift , who 
can and muſt cure this conſumption of 
the ſoul, as © Roſesare ſaid to help the 
curing of the conſumption of the bo- 
dy 1n the beginning. See lohn 15. 5. 
He that abideth in me and 1 in him , the 
ſame bringeth farth much fruit , note, 
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: 
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| mach fru:t , 10 asthat he cannot enter 
farre into any conſumption , or conti- 
[nue long in it; for as much, as having 


The excelency of Chrifh, | 


A—— 


a care to abide in Chrift, he hath 
Chriſt reciprocally abiding in him, 
who will not ſuffer him to decay and 


{ *xif c:im | to conſurme away , * if therefore you 


! palmes 7 
; Vit? manſ2« 


nat & de 11+ 


| Quantitithlt- 
; bet fructumn 
| a ſeineupln 
non p9'eſt 

' ferre, AU. 
31 Loc. 

19, Caſe. 


| 


* M 1t'hi9:t 
is Dioſco 1. 
3.C,1fh. 


| Amro(.in 
las Drral 
Rat, Divm 
8/15 1.6. fol. 
15 3. 

* Dr. Boys 
in his 
Works, p. 
477- 


* 4mb7.. 


would not fall back, as ſome do, then 
be caretuli to ſuck what efficacy and 


dice vixzit | yertue you can from Chriſt, as the 


branch trom the Vine , and ſo making 
uſe of that true Vine, and moſt medi- 
cinall Roſ? of Sharon, prevent a dange- 
rous conſumption. | 
19. Waen you finde your ſelves 
dead and livelefle, to think or do an 
good thing go to Chriſt, who like a 
* Role 1sable to revive you; and there- 
fore 15 called our very life , Col. 3 4. 
and in the Julg2ment of * Judicious 
Writers is he!d ro be chat good Sama- | 
rican, which, as himfelffpeaks , Puts 
wine a;z4 ole, that is, the * Law aud 
Goſp-l 1 the wounds of a poore tra- 
velling ſoul, that is falnamong ſuch 
theeves, asthe devill, the world, and 
the fleſh are, to reyiye theſime, 


A—— 
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Me 


|-when It 15 halte dead, LZuke 10. 30. 
53,34» 

20, Again, when you be ſoa thirſt af- |». Caſe. 
ter more righteouſnes,as that nothing | y 
can farisfie you, then run to Chriſt 
likewiſe, who being like a Roſe is alſo 
|able co quench your ſpirituall thirſt, 
even as other * Roſes are able to! * jz;!;,m 
quench your corporall, Forſohe faith ; L459? 
himſelf, M atth. 5.6. Bleſſed are they that | 37 
bungcr and thirſt after righteosſneſſe, | 
meaning both himlelt ; as ourrighte-| 


 ouſneffe : x Cor. x. 30. andthat which | 
is * inherent, For they ſhall be filled :'* $:7ce | 
uſing the means, namely , whichare , 9% juſuie 
ordained for them, to quench their, 71,”* 
thirft,as a man who being a thirſt, goes | 
and ſeeks fordrink. The like may be 
ſaid of an unfatiable thirſting after 
riches and pleaſures , thatas Roſes do | 
quench the naturall thirſt , * ſo Chriſt | * Nibilie 
is able to quench this ſinfull thirting | {927% #- 
after theſe things, forſohe ſaith , Toh. | tie. fu ro 
4. 14. Whoſoever drinketh of the water, ' mew 11ſu, 

| | X 3 | Bern ibid, 

| ſhall never thirſt, meaning the * grace |. (vj, 
of his Spirit , which will ſo ſatiate the, in 19%.: 85, 
_ ſucha one, as that he ſhall not 


P chirſt' 
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thirft ſo, orlong after the tranlitorte 
riches, and fugitive pleaſures of thts 
world , as formerly hedid , and as he 
F |woulddo again, it he ſhould neglect 
me the fountain of living water, and 
«Fin | drink rather of the * wellot pleaſure, 
«944 in pu-| and of the golden ſtreames of earthly 
teo vdwptss | riches, to quench his thirſt. For thus 
£cul; fe, in Gs ; 
profindiate [4 Moft judicious ancient * Doctor 
zrebrſa | writes of that Well, which Chrift 
ho a [ſpeaks of , that the water in it is 
| mines byria | pleaſure , and that men draw it with 
cpidza-" | the water Pot of concupiſcence , and 
+-n.42% | that therefore whoſoever drinketh of 
it, ſhall thirſtagain, whereas, if a man 
make uſe of Chriſt, and drink in thoſe 
ftreames of grace, which flow from 
his bleſſed Spirit, he ſhall thirſt no 
more. 
21, Caſe, | 21, IsGodangry with you, and do 
all his waves and billows go over you, 
andare ye almoſt overwhelmed with 
the fiercenefle of his wrath, and doth 
his fury even burn within you, like 
fire? then, 0 then, make haſte togo 
to Chriſt , who muſt free you from 


that wrath, and take away that heat, 
| as 
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as Roſes do take away the hcat of a 
hot diſeaſe. For none elſe but he, was 
ever able to pacifie the provoked 
wrath and fury of God; It was the 
fooliſh pride of that Romane Empe- 
rour Caligula; having made a bridge; caliguues 
of cnn, ſhips over anarrowarm of| folly. 
the Sea, in imitation of Xerxes, and 
triumphing at midnight withinnume- 
rables torches, to boaſt that he had 
wrought two great miracles, havin 
made the ſea dry land, and thenwghr 
day : but our Emperour of heaven and 
earth, even rhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt did 
[ſoindeed, when he dried up the red 
Sea of his fathers wrath, and changed 
our preſent night of ignorance & ſad. 
nefle, and futureof torment into the 
eternall day-light of his grace and 
glory, andthere was none with him, 
when he did it, becauſe none but he 
was able to do it: nor will be ever. 
See Eſa. 63. 3. 1 have troden the wint- 
preſſe alone , and of the people there was | 
none with me, that is, none did * ſuffer . Nems mi: 
with me, when I ſuffered my fathers ads, Of 
wrath : wherefore as God ſaid once | yl. is Lo. 
P 2 to 
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* Alticri 
| intelleffu 
precipunr 


| omnibus ut 


| *ngrediantin 
8a p tram, 
#4 eff, confu- 
* 8:4 /acrant 
ad Chris 
ſtum , vera- 
City redone 
| 0 in eum, 
Haym it 


[ 
[ 


| Loc, 


* Roſes do 
rejoyce the 
blond, Tho, 
Hill, in his 
Ars of gar- 


Ww—_— 


to his people, ſoſayIuntoyou, Enter 
intothe rock, * that is, in Chriſt who 
is the rock, tor feare of the Lord, and 
tor the glory of his Majeſtie; when 
he is angry,and there hide your ſelves, 
making what uſe you can of Chriſt, 
and Iaboyrivg to be foundin Chriſt, 
and to have Chrift ever in your mind, 
till the indigoation be over paſt, Eſa. 
2.10. and Chap.26. vcr, 20. 

22. Moreover, are you deprived 


22, Caſe, | of yourdeareft friends , goodly chil- 
dren, or loving parents? or hathany 


of you been bereaved of a kinde yoke- 


clude; that God is diſpleaſed with 
you ? then go to Chriſt in this your 
neavy and fad condition, who is ready 
tobeuntoyouin ſteadof a ſonne, ata- 
ther, or mother, or brother, or friend, 
Matth. 12. 5o. and ſo conſequently to 
exhilarate and to cheere you up as a 
Roſe, whoſe * propertie it is to be 
exhilarative, A 
23. Again, though you do not feel 


the wrath of Godin your ſouls; yer if 
you be but comfortleſſe and deſtitute 


tellow, and*do ye thereupon con-|. 


of 


) 


[ 
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wards you, reſt notſo, but go with all 
{peed to Chriſt, who is both able and 
ready to comfort your forrowtull 
ſouls, as Roſes are able to * comfort 
the head and heart of a man, when he 
is weake. For ſo he faith , 74, 14.18. 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe, 7 will 
come to you, Mark, Ile come to you, ſaith 
he , Where as other Roſes cannor 
| Come to us, but we muſt go after 
them, to ſhew how ready he is to 
come and to comfort us , whenſoever 
we are fad and'comfortlefſe ; where- 
| fore I coclude withſweer S*.* Bernard, 
' 15 any manſad? Let Chriſts ſweereſt 
| vaine Jeſus , I adde, and this precious 
promiſe come into his heart ; and 
minde, and ſo let him procure that 
peaceand comfort, whichthe world 
capnor give, in and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ſweet and moſt comtortable- Roſe 
' of Sharon , but this comfortablenefle 
| of Chriſt, I have likewiſe already en- 


-—- -- 


| forced upon your affeQtions , as now I | 


do reinforce it upon your wils , and 
therefore I am here the more brief 
| P12 | 


of the ſenſe and teeling of his love to- | 


in 


* Ty aatur 
al:q'115 n0- 
(11172, Vente 
at 333 (07 
Jeſus. Bern, 
SUM, I5, 
ſuper Cart, 
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* For few 
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can want 
the help of 
Roſes, or 
Roſe-wa- 
ter. Wl, 

L angh. þe 
535» 
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he excellency of Chriſt, | 


in my perſwaſton, | 

24. Are you ſick and weake in bo- 
dy , and like to die? then, 0 then, | 
make uſe of Chriſt chiefly. For then 
uſually , men make moſt uſe of their 
corruptible Roſes , or Roſe-water , 
Roſe-vinegar, Roſes conſerved, and 
* cordials made of Roſes, and other 
ivgredients, when they be very ill,and 
ſhould ye not then , above all other 
times, make as much account of 
Chriſt, that incorruptible Roſe of Sha- 
ron ; yea,infinitely more: Foraſinuch, 
as he is then able to do good both to 
your ſouls, and bodies, whereas other 
Roſes (as I noted formerly ) are but 
good far the one, and nothing forthe 
other. * 

Itis Chrift and none but Chriſt, that ' 
can healeall diſeaſes, as he is not one-' 
ly man but alſo.God all-powertull, | 
Pſal. 103.3. 

Tt is Chriſt and none but Chriſt, 
that can then ftrengthen us , when 
naturall ſtrength faileth , as it is writ- 
ten, Eſa. 40. 29. He giveth power to 
the faint, and to them that have no might, 

he 


IE EN AI ar _— 
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he encreaſeth ftrength, which all che 
cordials upon earth cannot do. 
It is Chriſt and none but Chriſt, 


' that can then content your languiſh- 


neither meat nordrink willdown with 


ing ſouls and drooping ſpirits, when 


you,asitis written, Pſal. 23.4,5. Yea, 
Thouzh 1 walk thorow the valley of the 
ſhadow of death 1 will feare none ill : for 


rod and thy ſtaffc they comfort me. Thou 
prepareſt 4 table, orteaft, for my poore 
ſoul before me , in the preſence of mane 
enemies, where by enemies , we may 
underſtand death , and Satan, alſoa- 
mong the reſt, whothen are betore! 
us, when we are dying. | 

Laſtly , it is Chrift and none but 
Chriſt , that can then keep us alive, | 
that we die not the everlafting death, | 


when neither money, nor friends, nor | 


Phyſick', nor Phyſicians can-keep us' 
from death. For ſo he faith, 104. 6. 
49.50. Tour fathers did eat Mannain the! 
wilderneſſe and are dead ( that could not | 
keep them alive,) Thi & the bread: 
which cometh down from heaven , that a 


P 4 man | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


thou , namely * Chriſt, art with we, thy Aug. in Loc. 
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ſtecus Cor 
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Mattbi!, in 
Diſco l, x, 
6 223, 
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ER 


man may eat therzef axd nat die,vemely, 


'forever, And therefore as in ancien 


time, fick and weak and dying Chri- 
ftians, were * directed to make uſe of 
Chriftar that time eſpecially, incer- 
poling the death of Chriſt berwixt 
them and Gods Judgement, ſodo.} 
adviſe and perſwade younow todo tie 
like , ſaying , as they were taught to 
ſay, if che Lord will judge you ; Lord 
we tnterpoſe the death of of our Lord le- 
ſus Chriſt betwixt us aud thy Indgement, 
no otherwiſe we contend with thee, &C. 
I muſt not proceed farther, Icft I 
ſhould prevent my ſelf in that which 1 
mult ſay by and by touching the form 
and manner of making uſe of Chriſt, 
and therefore ler that ſufhce, which I 
have already ſpoken. 

25. Finally, my brethren, it your 
faith beweake, either then when you 
be weak and lick, oratany other time 
then, 6then, beſure to go to Chriſt, 
who, being like a Roſe, is asable to 
corroborate your faith in the heart, as 
Roſes areableto * ſtrenthen the heart 
it ſelf, yea, much more. For heis the 
author | 


DD ———_ 


| author of the Roſes themſelves, and 
of rhe heart it ſaſf, and of faithalſo: 
i Hebr. 12. 2. and theretore mult needs 
| be infinitely more able to ſtrengthen, 
thea a Roſe, which himſelt hath made, 
| ſoas that it can haveno other power, 
| or vertue, but ſuch as 15derived onely 
; from him, who is omniporency it ſelf, 
and theretore you may note, how his 
| own diſciples finding their taith to be 
bur infirme and weake, did re- 
paire themſelves unto him for more 
tirength, and fora larger meaſureof 
[It , acknowledging him to be both 
 \abletodoit, and themſelves altoge- 
'ther impotent and unable to helpe 
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| themiſelves in it, ſaying, Zuk, 17,5. 
| Lord increaſe cur faith. 
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make uſe of Chrift in all theſe caſes. 


SVCY. 21. 


Eight Rules to obſerved in the 
taking of Chriſt, 


— will fay unto me; Here are 
Caſes enough, and you have told 
usenough, that we muſt goto Chriſt 
inall theſe caſes, but.alas! we do not 
know how to go to him, and to make 
uſe of him as we ought, and therefore 
we deſire that you would ſhew us next 
the manner after which we are to 


I anſwer. So 1 will by Gods help. 
ForIknow full well , that as the Phy- | 
hician. preſcribing a generall medicine 
toa patient, can do him no good at all, | 
unlefle he tell him , with all, howhe 
muſt take it , ſoI ſhall profit you bur 
little by my former perſwaſion ; un-. 
lefleI informe you touching the form 
and manner of taking Chriſt , 'as the 


onely ſoveraign medicine appointed 


of 


| or the Roſe of Sharos. 219 
| 


, 
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| appointed of God, for the good of} . 
; your poore and fin-fick ſouls. 


| Take therejore and obſerve theſe | 
| following Phylicall Rules for| 
| your inſtruction, which God| 


blefleunto you. | 


| 
1. As it is requiſite , that before |, ny. 
 1nen take bodily Phyſick, they ſhould | VidePrazia 
; firſt be * prepared forit, ſoit is neceſ- —_— 
ſary, that you ſhould be fitted for __— 7 
; Chriſt, before you goto take him, as | #4 cele- 
 amedicinall Roſe tor the health and | 7% 
: £ood of your ſouls. For do but note 
| the promiſes , which he hath made, 
and you ſhall finde that they are made | 
| avt foall promiſcuouſly, but onely to 
ſuck , as are thus and thus qualified. 
Sec Matth, 5.4. foraninſtance, Bleſ- 
ſed are they that mourn , for they ſhall be 
comforted ; Marke they ſhall be com- 
forted, if they be ſuch as mourn, and | 
therfore you mutt be fitted for Chriſt, 
I fay , if you will comfortably take 
him. | 
Youwill ſay unto me, How would| 9f. 

you 


l— in. 


——— — 


— — — 


i 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


| ew. 1 anſwer. 
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you have us to be fitted for Chrift, 


; 1. Be well humbled. 

; 2, Well reſolved; 

| x. Wellhumbled, For he reſts the 
'#roud , and giveth grace to the humble, 
{1 Pet. 5. 5. and heloves todwell wk 
the humble, Eſa. 57. 15.and therefore, 


as he that would keep Roſes, muſt} 


;* 9»; 20 [have * earthen ports for them, rokee 
lie;t yoſaes 
prfaged themin, ſoyou, if you willtake and 


| in rud; «la | keep Chrift to do you good, you muſt 
Lax di wo have humble hearts , like rude pots of | 
x2 obrunnt 
«: nervarz Earth, voide of allowed pride, and ar-: 
Pall:dizs, | COgAncie. 
>. Scepsro| Now there are three ſeverall ſteps 
jo Miliatts ordegrees, by the which men areto 
deſcendunto this here required humi- 
liation. 
| | 12, Self-examination. 
2, Selt-lamentartion. 
2. Selt-accuſarion. 
IF | 1. For the firſt, as the Apoſtle 


{ Examine» |WIiteS, Let 4 man examine himſeif, and 


"— 3 RULERS! DA TAC EE IAG LS Gi PA 


| 


j, Sham. lo let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
| \that cup , 1 Corinth. 11. 26, So fay 1, 
| wil any man take Chriſt , as Phylick, 
; cither| 


= 
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either ſacramentally, or ſpiritually 


firſt, and that touching theſe fixe 
things : 

1. Whether Chriſt belong to him 
or no, ſo asthat he may truly ſay , My 
belgved is mine ana l am his, Cant. 2.16. 

2. Whether he be in the faith or 
no, 2 Corinth. 13. x5. 

3, Whether he be in /ove with 
Chriſt, and with man, but eſpecially 
with all the members of Chritt , rich 


| and poore, yea, or no. For that is 


chiefly required , 10/1 21. 17. 1 Cor. 
IG. 22. 110h.4.11. 

4. Whether he doth not finde him- 
ſelf ſo full of corruption yet within 
and without, as that he ſees more then 
(cauſe to humble himſelt as low as duſt, 
[like the poore Publican , Luk. 18. r3. 


'and here let a man rip up his whole 


 |life, as much as he can tor the preſent, 


that he may be humbled, Lament. 


3. 40. 
5. Whether he do allow of that 


| |[maſſeof corruption orno, Row. 7. 15. 


6, And| 


——  — _ — 


KARL 
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onely, then let him examine himſelt 
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| 


221 


CL. DDD OY OE _—_ anon moms ww cx was 


_ hr 
ao rw © — 


Aid 


I 7 . 


C 


—_—  — 


A Norte, 

* InUenio 
preterea & 
goncham 
Previſa ma- 
ns appreberx- 
ſure ſe ut- 
pote ſua 
operititram 
arvitins, [eſe 
comprimere, 
IRImican 
quoque ma- 


11M, þ forte 


comprehen. 
aerit, ampite 
tate, Fc, 
Pranciſc. 
Ruens de 
Gemma |.z. 
C.I?. 

A Caſe of 
Conſcis 
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6. And whether it be his chiefeft 
care to ſerve God in true holineſſe and 
righteouſneſſe all the dayes of hs life, 
Luke 1.74,75. 

The firſt is to be tried by the ſe- 
cond, the ſecond by the third, fitt and 
{1xt, asis to beſeen, Gal. 5.6. Ac, 15. 
g. Ad. 26. 18. But the fourth ſerves 
onely as a glafle , that we may not be 
proud; but humble and lowly in our 
ſelves, as ſecing no cauſe wheretore 
we ſhould exalrt our ſelves, and ſo con- 
ſequently , that we may be fit and apt 
for Chriſt, who looks for ſuch and 
none but ſuch to take him ; as for o. 
thers, if they will preſume to appre- 
hend him, and to lay hold on him, in 
the Sacrament eſpecially , they may 
juſtly feare that the Lord will even 
cut rhem off, as the * Oifter or ſhell 
wherein the orient pearle is hid; is 
{aid to cut off the hand of her enemy 
that comes to take it. See x Cor. 11. 


| 
\ 
| 
| 


| 


29,30. This by the way. 
If you aske me, how you may know 
that you have examined your ſelves 


ſufficiently 2 


I auſwer , | 
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1 anſwer. ( With Gerſon) that aman | of. 
is toadhibir ſo much diligence herein | * Tarn 
as he would in another matter of mo- 
ment, whereby he may either gain, Or | iz Exami- 


223 


For it is ſuppoſed chat , that then a {,,... 
man will do his utmoſt, which is as prezrica 


lam faceret 


ſay, that he hath had ſo much care to ard zego- 
examine himſelf, as he would have © 79 74- 

; na &# ardua 
had in another of great 1nportance, ye ntands 


I anſwer ( With Gabricl Biel that _ 
moſt learned and protound Door in Go/1 3x 
the Schooles ) if you omit and paſſe 779: 
by nothing voluntarily, andit oblivi- | &,c. 
onand forgettulnefle pleaſe younot, Conſci- 
bur it be yuur heartie defire rather, 0. , 
that your memories may be ſoillumi-!, ,; 7 
nated, as that you may beable to re- | placet ebli- 


| ezs di{idertt 
adde, and to come to the true knows |; —_— 


[ledge of your ſelves and of your e- | peccatorum 
'Rates. For ſo in like manner ou | ow» tote 
| : 7 F | Wiinars Wit- 
| mariem, 5z nibil Columtarie omiltit, ©. Gabriel Biel in Can, liſ]e Lett. 
| mibn. fol, 11, X 


would 


 diligcatians | 
\delet facere | 


looſe much: let me adde a reaſon. | #412 con. | 


{cientie JE | 


much as is req iired, Dear. 6.5. Peceata qgit2- 
But how ſhall one know you will i» mans >| 


and ſo hath done his beſt exdeayour 2 4 incom-- | 


| count and to remember your fins; I **:{{4_ma-! 


| 


L 
. 
| 
l 


| 
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'| Commandements, being aflifted by 
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would be loath to forget or to neglect 
any thing in a weightie and important 
earthly buſineſſe, and you would be 
glad to be fully informed of every. 
thing that may concern you, and we 
know by the word of God, that a de- 
ceittull negligence is that which God 
condemneth, becauſe it is voluntary, 
ler. 48. 10. Curſed is he that doth the 
work of the Lord neeligently, and deceit- 
fully. For the * Hebrew fignifieth 
both, 

Let megſuperadd2 but a neceſſary | 
Corollary, andthenT have done with 
this important matterof examination; 
That it may appeare that you do not 
willingly omic any thing neceſflary, 
but rather uſe all means to come to 
the knowledge of your fins , fee that 
you ſearch yourſelves fo diligently, as 
that ye negleC& not ſeriouſly to paſſe 
in your ſearch through all the ten 


one good Writer or other(as M'. Doa, 
D-. Ma:or, M', Scudder, or ſome other 
on the Commandements. For this 
kinde of examination is held alſo by 


| * judici- | 


— — ——— 
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* judicious Caſuifts to be ſufficient. | * polinin 
And the reaſon hereof is, becauſe the his Cates 
Law of God is ſoperfect as thar next |? <2 
unto Gods own immediatediſcovery, | 5 /e#.z. 
there can be no more required, to 


own finfull eſtate. See Pſal. 1g. 7. The 
Law of the Lord i perfeet. 

2, Having ſearched as much as you ',, $4e1a. 
were able, then lament and be:noane | mencarion, 
your ſelves as much as you can, for ha- 
ving ſo highlyand hainouſly offended 
ſo good a God , and high a Majeftie 
Thus Peter remembring himielt what | 
he had done; went et of the High: 
Priefts Hall, and wept bitterly, Luv.22. 
61,62, And Epiphanirs writes of the | + 
proud * Peacock, that when having *7rw tid 
beheld himſelfas he goeth, and admi- —— 


| . , - 
red his beautifull glorious fearhers, he «zinc wie 


« vouahrave F- 


reflects ar Lift upon his blackiſh and \. 59: 


ugly tcer, he cryech Out as loud as he Lye 
Caninthe midt of all his bravery, be- dou. | 
cauſe they are not proportionally cor- . j.c.1s. 
reſpondent and anſwerable to the o- 
cherparts of his faire body, and there- 


core well may we cry out , rather then 


— 


bring a man to the knowledge of his . 


Cy 
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{braveitout, whenuponan exact ſur- 
'veyand fearch made, we ſee the mon- 

trous deformitie of our ſouls, by rea- 
fon of fin , which is that abominable 
thing, and the cauſe why our lives are 
[not anſwerable to that tranſcendent 
| beautic, which is in Chrift, and to that 
proportionable comelinefſe, which 
ſhould be in every one of us, ſo as that 
we ſhould cot ſtand ſo much upon any 
good parts, that are inus, ſeeing that 
our fouls have ſuch black feet, that is, 
| [ſuch ugly motions and inclinations, 
| | whereupon they go, and break out 
even into words and aCtians, which 
+. $:f- ac. | ACC to be lamented even with teares 
cuſation, » | of blood, if it were poſſible. 

Mo i 3. Having lamented your ſelves 
Lon 1; | fall to felf-Accuſation , and confeſle 


cum bomi- ; 
pwbrsu cx-| your fins, He notfay to* man, who is a: 


7s 4" | finner himſelf, and cannot forgive, or 
'2«a745 a. juftifie you , but to God, who is able| 
jzaw4 tz and faithiull alſo, and juſt to forgive 
anne 7 [you and to cleanſe you from all un- 
Aug.corfe;, righteouſneſle, x 1oh.1.g, 

{20*?: ,F You will ſay unto me, howwould 
* Coficace, | YOU have us Contelle our fins, muſt we 


ai confeſſe 


_ 
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contefle them all to God in particu- 
lar, or will a generall confeſſion ſerve? 

I anſwer. In ſome caſes it will ſerve, 
and in fome if will not, 

If youaske me in what caſes it will 
ſuffice ? | 

I anſwer. It 1. we beprevented by 
time, as the thiefe upon the crofle, 
Luke 23 40,41,42,43« 

2. * When upon a diligent ſearch 
we cannot finde out ſome , yea many 
ſins, then we may warrantably con- 
tefſe, andſay with Pa2vidin g:ncrall, 
Who kwoweth the errors of h1s life;cleanſe 
me Lord from my ſecret ſins, Pſal. rg. 
19.12. 
| Bur when will a generall confeſlion 
not ſuffice ? 

I anſwer. When we have time and 
may know , and do know our maine 
fins, For fo ſaith Saint Toh - If we 
confeſſe our ſins, he is faithfull andjuſs to 
farzrve them ; Marke, here is both a 
promiſe, anda condition thepromile 
is remiſſion, the condition is contel- 
ſion, and a confeſſion of our fins, note 
[our}now all the fins,that we know and 


—_ Gl: 


may 
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2. 
* Pcriinstn | 
his Caſes 
of Confſct- 
ence, lt, 1.C. 
5 .{eb.z, 
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may know, being main ones, are ours, 
ſoas that we may not ſay ſuchare, and 
iachare not, foasthat we may chuſe 
whether we will confeſle them or no, 
Heare alſo the Judgement of holy 
* Chryſoſtome 1nthis caſe. Let us not 
onely call our ſelves offenders, but let 
usreckonup our fins, and repeat eve- 
ry one of them iv particular, Ido not 
ſay accuſe thy ſelt untoothers , but 1 
counſell thee to follow the Fro; her, 
ſaying , Reveale thy way unto tbe Lord, 
&c.'which words of his I adde, left 
men ſhould think that he would have 
us confeſle our finnes in ſpeciall to a 
Prieft, as the Romaniſts do teach, and 
compell the people fo to do. No, No: 
that good * Father as well as divers 
others was rather againſt, then for 
any ſuch auricular conteflion. I cloſe 
up this Caſe in the words of another 

reat Doctor on Lam. 2. 19. Fowre out 
thine heart like water before the face of 
the Lord, in the powring ont of the 
heart, faith he, Integritic and univer- 
{alitie is to be noted , that we are to 
powre out our whole hearts by con. 


=- — 


teſſien. | 
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teflion. For deeds are not onely to be | 
confeſſed, quoth he, and words, com-| 
miflions, and omiſhions, but uncleane 
thoughts alſo, and churliſh afteEtions, | 
and diſordered intentions, mixt wils, | 
perverſc cen{ures, raſh ſuſpicions, For | _ 
elſe, as * one faith well, fuch thoughts | * 98 
will accuſe usin the laſt day, I adde, it | 
we do not now accuſe ourſelves, con. | 
feſling them that they may not leave | 
| ſome 1mpreſfions in our fouls, as in | 
| Waxe. | 
| Let me ſuperadde one Corollary, | A Corola: 
keep ſhort reckoning theretore , and |” 
humble your ſelves oiten, by often | 
contefling, even * daily or hourely, if | "a. 
you can, that you may be able to re- | «mivz5 ex. 
member the manifold exorbirancies ne 
of your ever-erring fouls, which o- 
therwiſe , - for the moſt part will be 
through your own carclefnctle and | | 
oſcitancie buried of you in oblivion, | 1:44 
P tothe great damage and diſquietnefle LI 
of your ever * accuſing couſciences, | * Row. 2. | 
See Pſal. 32. 3,4. Whcn 1 kept ſilence my | * 5+ 
bones waxed old through my rearize all 
| the day lonz, Marke all the day long, | 
' Q 3 and P 


PRT_—_ OT 


— 


id 


em 


230 


* For the 
Hebrew is 
OVADPIA 
wonich lig- 
nifieth 
both every 
day and the 
whole day. 
which 
word {om- 
times ( 
IT 
LK41nhetn 
thoughts 
that arc C- 


arxit pre- 
Varicalio 
izpii, ideſt, 
mala cogta- 
29, a 


| ( his very thoughts ) and thou fergaveſt 


The excellency of Chrift, | 


and * every day in the which he did 
not confeſle, for day and night thy | 
hand was heavy npon me, &c. 
 Tacknowledged my ſinunto thee, and 
mine iniquitie have 1 not hid, I ſaid, 1 
will confeſſe my tranſgreſsions , ( Mark 
tranſgreſſions in the plurall number, 
leſt men ſhould think that he ſpeaks 
but of one notorious fin, that Foubled : 
him and {ach tranſgreſſions, as by ver. 
tue of the * originall do alſo comprize 


I D—— co Co. 


the intquitie of my ſin. 

Which ſacred paſlage plainly com- 
monſtrates the needfulneſſ® of an ex- 
act and frequent confefling of our 
main and known .innes, as withowt 
which no calmneſſe or true quietneſſe 
of conſcience is tobe expected, wher- | 
fore, asI ſaid , folſay again, recount ' 
your fins often ſpreading them abroad 
before the Lord, as Hezektahb the rai-. 
ling Letterof Rabſhekrh (2 Kine. 19. 
14. ) that ſo you may have the leſfle 
work to do in the kinde, when you 
goe to prepare your ſouls for Chriſt, 
the moſt medicinall Roſe of — 
take 
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take him as the onely ſoveraign meti- | 


cine of your fin-ſick ſouls. | 

Thus deſcend by theſe three ſteps | 
down to that depth of humiliation, ' 
which polibly you can reach unto, | 
| by the help and afliftance of the all 
powerfull God, which in the uſe of 
ſuch holy means by earneſt prayer you 
muſt crave , and beg at his bountitull 
hands. 


2, In the next place be well * re-; * Thenex: 
| COINS £7 


ſolved, not to live under the reigning |,...”..... 
| XY CAEICE 

power ofany allowed or approved itn, | is the 

and not to negled the pertorming of | ©3®< of 


| the minde, 


any known dutie ; when a man 15 tO| gc, ang 
take Phyſick for the good of his bo-, this fand- 


dy, he reſolves to part with a little | _ 

| CV $4 
Money, yea, any money rather rhen purpoſe of 
want Phyficke , without which be | 9/5: anc 


knows he ſhall be ſickly {till , and that | nap roy 
he will doany thing preſcribed by the | hear: nor 
Skilfull Phyfician , who knows farre! 7 —— 
better what is good for him then him- | ching — 
ſelf. | che will of | 
And therefore well may you 0 foe WG 
ſolve too, being to take the Roſe of | ics Con- 
Sharon as Phyſick for the good of your | {{Buce?. x. 


| Q 4 ſouls, | ©5954 | 


nd AE - —_ -.— ww ; 


worthy of Chriſt, andunfit for Chriſt, 


ra \ 
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ſouls, that you will by Gods help for- 
go any money , I adce, any fintull 
pleaſure, honour, oc whatſoeverelſe 
may be offenſive unto Chrift,and that 
you will follow ailthe good inſtructi- 
ons and direions, which he hath ſet 
downin his vord, that you may enjoy 
himand be able to take him as you do 
deſire. Better 1s it, and a thouſand 
times better for you to follow Chriſts 
precepts and to be without ſuch de- 
lights, honours, moneys, while you 
live, then one houre to want Chriſt, 
whoindecd will not comfortably im- 
part himſelf and his hidden vertues 
unto one, whoſe heart hankereth after 
ſuch tugitive follies, vain delights, 
and golden fetters; for he faith, He 
;hat loveth father or mother more then 
1 is not worthy of me, and he that loweth 
ſonne or daughter more them me, is not 
worthy of me, Matt.10.37.from whence 
I draw this inference , and therefore 
how much fmore is he, who for the 
preſent loves either money , or plea- 
ſure, or honour more then Chriſt un- 
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to take him to his comfort. 
Nay,* Let their money periſh with 
them ( {41d once Galcacizs, that noble 
Marqueſle of Y;cotoa Jeſuite,centicing 
him to return from Geneva into 1taly 
to his own home, wife and children 
who cfteeme the gold in the world 
not worth one dayes ſocietie with Je-! 
ſus Chriſt, 8&c. 
And therefore as Barnabas did once 
exhortthe Antiochians, that with pur- 
poſe of heart they would cleave unto 
God, Ad. 11. 23. So dol hereper- 
ſwade you to the like purpoſe of heart, 
that you will part with any thing, 
though never ſo deare, and do any 
thing, though never ſo irkſome to 
fleſh and blood,that Chriſt your deare 
love may impart himſelte, and the 
ſweeteſt influence of his grace and 
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may obtain, I pray God in mercy to 
|ſertle your hearts for ſuch a gracious 
purpoſe of heart. 

You will fay unto me, you have re-| 
ſolved ſo many times, but you were 
never able to perform what you pur- 
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comforts unto you, which that you| 
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|  Confiderivg 


poſed, and therefore you do not know 
whether you may refolye ſoagain ? 
I anſwer, 

If you did rafſhly reſolve, the fault 
is yours, and therefore bc wiſernext 
and adviſed, as Chiift himſelt inti- 
mates by his two parables of a builder, * 
anda King, Zuk.14. 25.29,30,31,32- 


1. What ftrengfh you have impart- 
eduntoyou, much or little onely, as 
the Charch of Pluladeiphia, Revel.z.s. 
that you may not preſume beyond it. 


2. What ftreygth thereis in ſinne, | 
which you would vanquiſh, whether | 
much or little,that you may not ſhght. 
it, and ſo have the Ilefle care to watch 
it, and touſe all holy means to over-| 
bearc it, when Porters are to beare a | 
vurde: they poiſe it firſt, that they 
may know how heavic it i5,and ſo may, 
not Ive under the burden afterward, 
but rather in the beginning may ger, 
more help, it it be too heavie, and. 
therefore weil may you alſo poiſe the | 
burden of a reſolution firft before you | 
take it up, and charge your ſouls with | 


it, 
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it, that they may not afterward ſinke 
under the burden , for want of more 
l ſtrength and help,and for want of poi- 4 
ſing the burden of finne withall, whoſe | . | 
weight indeed maketh the burden of | 
reſolution ſo heavie, as uſually men | 
after they have taken it up do finde it 
to be. 

2. I ſay however it came to paſſe, |] a 
that you were not formerly able to 
performe, and to do what you reſol- | 
| ved yet be not diſhcartened , but re- 
folve again andagain. For he that wils 
| you tO return again, and again , and 
| again and again: foure times, Cazt. 6. | - 1 
; 13. will doubtlefle accept alſo here- | 
|atcer of your reiterated reſolutions 
accompanied with wiſdome in ma- 
king , and carein keeping , thoughas 
yet you were never able to do as ye 
* would. For if there be firſt awillng | * z1n7.15| 
| rp , it 1s accepted accortng to that a| Gal. 5.17. 
man hath , and nat according to that he 
| hath nt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Corinth. 
8.12. * Thatis, notaccording tothat 
which is beyond his power: Hence}, _. 

* Leo, whata man was not able to do | _ 
| | GartE&/. iN 
yeſterday, | 
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yeſterday , let him doe it to day, 
let him ever, as he receives grace 
from above, reſiſt his depraved cu-| 
ſtome, let him fay both mornings 
and evenings now I have begun. This 


High. 

| 2. As other bodily Phyfick muſt be 
taken faſting , ſobe emptie when you 
take Chriſt, thatis. x. ifneed be ab- 


religious faſt , according to our Savi- 
ours ſpeech , Mark. 9g. 29. 2. Thinke 
not your ſelves to be able to doe any 
thing, as of your felves. No: but re- 
ther that all your ſufficiencie is of 
' God, 2 Corinth.z.5. they that will keep 
Roſes, ſaith * one, mutt keep themin 
a greene cane, And yee know that 
Chriſt cals himſelf a Roſe in my text, 
and therefore upon that very ground ] 
inferre ſo much , that ſeeing he is a 
| Roſe, if you will take and keep him, 
you mult be as greene hollow canes, 


is the change of the hand of the moR| 


{taine even from meat, keeping a truly | 


thatis , evermore emptie and voyd of 
ſelt-conceitednefle, 'tor as much as 
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FR hath ſaid ; Without me you can 
a. 
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| 


| 
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do nothing, Ioh. xx. x. * Nor,but little, 
but juſt nothing , I pray you confider” 
of it, and be perſwaded then to goe 
even quite out of your ſelves, and to 
unbottome your ſelves, wholly, caſt- 
ing away all ſelt-confidence, and felt- 
es , that ſo you may befit for the 
Lord Chriſt , who f#/e;h but the hungry 
with good things , whois emptie , and 
ſends the rich, that is, the rich in con- 
Celt, emptic away, Lak.1.53. 

3. As Patients will ſee what they 
take, ſoſee you and conſider Chritt by 
faith with Abraham , who ſaw his day 
and rejoyced, !oh.$.56. 

Youwill ſay unto me , what great 
vertue can there be in this fight ? 

I anſwer very much. For it they, 
that did but look on the * brazen Ser- 
pent, being ſtung of the fiery Serpents, 
were healed, what willnot faiths look 
doupon Chrift himſelf, who is God | 
himſelf, * typified by the brafle of 
that erected Secrpent in the wilder. 
nefle, and ſoconſequently moſt able 
to heale us inftantly, when by taith we 
do but look upon him, and eye him, 

as| 


" Ne quiſ- 
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as the Apoſtle would have us, ſaying, 
Heb.12.12. Let us lay aſide every weight, 
and the ſin , which doth ſs eaſily beſet us, 
&C. Looking wats Teſus ; Mark, Look- 
ing, to ſhewthat there is a moſt (ingu- 
larvertue and energic in the ſight of 
Chriſt, by a true and lively faith to 
ſubdue finne, and therefore I beſeech 
you looke upto Chriſt, and eleyate 


your mindes a little, and doe not al. 
wayes and onely pore upon your fins: | 
For that can doe you no good , bur 
Chriſt can, Chrift will; and will not 
you look upon him? O go, go: nay 
ran, as it 1s like they did that were 
ſtung of the fiery Serpents; and be- 
hold him as lifted up; lle not fay in| 
the wildernefle, but in the * Churches 
of Chriſt ſignified , as venerable Bede 
hath well notedit, by the wildernefle. 
Let me adde, becauſe it contained the 
eople of God: for are not youpitti- 


of ſtinging ſins, like ſo many fiery Sor- 
pents, and therefore why do yelook 
one upon another, and why doye caſt 
your eyes fo much upon your foares | 


and | 
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[and wounds, which your fins made in 
| your bleeding conſciences? This is 
not the way to health ; No: No: you | 
muſt lookup to Chrift,and therefore | 
| fay again run , and make all the haſte —_ | 
you can to eye Chriſt , that you may | .'7, Sd 
be healed of Chriſt inwardly , as they | ts exim o# 


that beheld the brazen Serpent were zaſpedtie, 
Langius, 


cured outwardly, 2. Anſw.; 
Youwill ſay unto me, how would | « The like 
you have us to look upon Chriſt. , may belaidy * 


| f his hu- 
x. Tanſwer with the Apoſtle, Heb. | ie, 


T jos 3. conſider him that endured ſuch | chaftitie, « 


2 


' contradictions of finners againſt kim- | 'Þrictte, | 


. Rn mcekneile 
» \ſelt, andſo* eye him, believing to | nercitule | 


be ſo indeed that vou may be moved | 5s, benig- j 


by his* example patiently ro endure | ';;.;.? _ 
the like. Againe, 2. confider all his| z ue aud 
other bitter pangs and paſſions , bur _ _— 
eſpecially rhe ftupendious cffufion of aka. 


this moſt precious blood, and beleeve | of. may & 
| | verily that he ſbedir, and ſuffered fo muſt more | 


i . me US TO A 
4 *' muchashedidfor the good of his, to | carctulli- 
fave them from their {ins , and from | =1-acion 
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9. 12. 14. Epheſ. 2. 13. 16. Coloſſ. 2. 14. 
4. But reſt not here when you have 
ſeen Chriſt by faith aſſencing to the 


word of truth concerning him , you 


| him inwardly, as men take Roſes.con- 
ſerved or diſtilled into their bodies, 
| beleeving verily, that Chriſt not one- 
ly died for his people in generall, but 
[alſo for every one of you in ſpeciall, 
|totree you from his fathers wrath,and| 
from fins tyranny , and to intitle you! 


| enzm c/2 bo. 


| 


* Chris 
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ately delired and expected. | 


, : | 
co everlalting lite. In a word thar he } 


willdo foryouin allthe 25. Cafes for-! 


merly propounded as much as may be: 


Thus r. the Saints of Goddidever' 
apply bim in their ſeverall crimes and 
extgenciesas you may fee 106 19. 2x. 
Eſa.9.6. Ier.23.6. * Pſal.23.1. Luk. 1. 
47. 10h. 20. 28. Gal. 2,20. r Pet. 2.24. 
I [oh.2,1. Revel.1.5.6. 

2. And thus the Lords Secretaries 
and pen-men of the holy Ghoſt, per- 
ſwads us to appropriate and to apply 
Chriſt ro our poor & languiſhing fouls 


as you may lee, * Pſal. 34.8. Zach.g.g. 
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Rom. 13. t4. * Epheſ.4-24. 1 10h.2.12; 

3. Yea, thus Chriſt himſelf invites 
us to take and apply himſelf; heare 
him ſpeak himſelf if you will not be- 
leeve me. 

Come eate of my bread and drink of my 
wine , ſaith he, which 1 have mineled, 
* thatis, partake of thoſe good things 
which my father would have me to 
communicate unto you , Prov. g. 5. 
| Againe, * Ho every one that thirſteth 
' come ye tothe* waters , and he that hath 
; 10 money come ye buy and eate, yea, come 
buy wine and milke? milke if ye be 
weake, wine if ye be ſad, without mo- 
ney and without price,or freely, Eſa. 5g. 
r. Again, if any man beathirſt, let 
hin come unto me and drink , that is, 
let him derive from me by a lively 


* quench his thirfting after the things 
of this world , 72h. 7. 37. adde Matth. 
It, 28. Mark, 5. 36. You ſee by all 
theſe ſacred paſlages , what warrant 


{wade your ſelves, that Chriſt willdo 
tor you what may be done. For as 


| R 


——_— Rs — 


_—  w_— — - 
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you have to apply Chritft and toper- 
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much, as he both invites you to come 
unto him , andalſo tels you what you 
ſhall have and findein him, when you 
come unto him, and take him into 
your very ſouls , as you take meatand 
drink into your bodies, namely,what- 
ſoeveris neceſlary for the life of your 
ſouls ſhadowed forth by bread, and 
wine, and-milk, and water, which 
things, as ye know, are moſt neceflary 
and uſefull forthe preſervation of the 
naturalllife of man, and therefore in 
Gods name take, yea, eate, and drink 
Chriſt, even moſt confidently and 
boldly , as the onely ſoveraign medi- 
cinall Roſe or Roſe-water,which muſt 
revive and cure your {an-ſick foules, 


foreſaid Caſes, he will doe for you 
what 15s to be done for your eyerlaſt- 

ing health. 
| 5. But withall, I muſt adviſe you 
that as men, who are to take bodily 
Phyſick are ro pray unto God for a 
blefling, fo beleeving you will be- 
ſeech and invocate the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is both Phylick as a Roſe, 
| and 


a 


.. the Roſe of Shaxon. - 


and the Phyfician himſelf, as he is a 
Saviour , that he will blefle your en- 
deayours, and make himſelfeffeuall 
unto your poore and ſickly ſouls. 
More particularly , that like a Roſe 
he will purge outcholer, and hatred, 
and luſttulnefſe, andenvie, and pride, 
and every other corruption, that you 
may be moft troubled with , and that 
he will cleere your {ight, that you may 
ſee your finfulnefſle more then you 
did, and take away your ftonie hearts, 
that you may be able to mourn or to 
grieve more for your finnes then you 
did, and that he will diſſolve all ftop- 
pages within you, and enlarge your 
hearts , that ſo you may run after him 


and that he will be pleaſed to eftabliſh 


fences, and to give reſt unto your 
ſouls, and to take away all trembling 
from your hearts. Moreover , pray 
him with all humblenefle of minde, 
chat he will not ſuffer your graces to 
decay, norto be ſo dead as ſometimes 
youare, but rather will quicken your 


in the way of his commandements, | 


your hearts, and ro pardon your of-| 
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244 | The excellency of Cbrifk, | 
i{pirits, and when you be athirſt after 


|chat he will quench your thirſt, that 


{that he willappeaſe it, and when you 


|friead, that he will comfort you, and 
{when you are (ick in body and weake 


more grace , that he will ſatisfie you, 
and when you begin to thirſt too in- 
ordinately after the things of this life, 


you thirſt ſo no more , and when his 
fathers wrath is kindled againft you, 


be comfortlefle and have loftadeere 


infaith , that he will ftrengthen you. 


| Thus according to the Caſes formerly 


proſecuted beſeech Chrift to be good 
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jftrange , and inexorable then urge 
{him, as the good Shunamite the Pro- 


|willnotbeleeve thee, affuring thy (elf 
(chat thou ſhalt impetrate, .and have. 


unto, you, and if, he ſeeme to be 


pher £/:/ha, when her ſonne was dead, | 
ſaying, As the Lord liveth and &s thy 
{cl leveth 1 will not leavethee , 2 King. 
4. 30. Soſay thou unto Chriſt as thou 
{ivefſt, 1 will notleave thee till thou 
help inc, -or as * Chryſoſtome would 
have us, unleſ thougive me what ac- 
cording to thy will 1defire of thee, 1 


what | 


 -orthe Roſe of Sharow. | 245 | 


| whatrhus * importunately thou doeft |*!: mov. | 
poſtulate and crave. See Zu. 8. r,2, 7,1 at | 
4,5,6,7. Matth. 2x. 26, 27. how Chriſt | ——_ rl ; 
himſelf would both have us to beim- | =» » rave | 


© , I 
rtune, and inftant,and how he com- |'. oy 
; 
F 
| 


Putty ht f 
mendeth the woman of Canaan which | : 11,1; | 
was fo. conſtant, aud would nor give | Prov! pu - 
him over till he did help her. And I |," | 
could tell you even of many wonders, | it mo. | 
which fervent and importunate pray- |5* BY 
ing hath wrought from time totime, | win is his | 
conftraining Chriſt cohelphis people, | 1<cum of 
| which prayed even beyond hope and | \/ 


imagination , and contrary to the | 
j 


| 


' courſe of nature to encourage you, 
but Ile content my felt with one tn-; 
ſtance onely for the preſear, which|,.._ | 
| =P ſuffice. * When Solymanrys bad | & wi, p,f 
belieged Gunzain Hungary , and cight 683 | 
companies were entred inthe middeft 
of thetown , there was gathered ina | 
houſe a company of women, children, | 
and impotent folk, which made fizch | 
a nofe with their cry and prayers, that 
] 

wentuptoheaven , as that the Turks | 
chought a new fupply did come again | 
chem , and folefr the citie again, and 
| R 3 COmM- | 
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 {ſeemedtobe utterly againftthe good 


|women and children of Gunzadid cry 


[Cry again both day and night, uſing 


compounded with it, whereupon that 
poore placd was miraculouſly preſer- 
ved, and therefore I ſay again pray 
whenſoever you be in any diftrefle, 
rhough you can have but as little hope 
as they of that little citie, Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſeeming to be againft you, as he 


woman of Canaan, yet pray , andſay 
unto him as ſhe ſaid , Lord help, nay 
cry and cry even mightily as the ſame 
Canaan peritioner,and as the ſaid poor 


laying againe, and againe, andagaine, 
Lord help , andit that will not do it, 


the ſame words , or ſome ſuch like, © 
Lord Jeſus, ſweet Roſe of Sharos, help: 
for we are grievouſly vexed of the 
Devill, or thus, Lord help; for we are 
grievougy tormented of thy fathers 
wrath, or thus, Lord help; for weare 
grievoully perplexed by reaſon of fin. 
Thus in all the foreſaid Caſes cry out | 
tor help, and * doubt you not but that | 
as Chriſt {aid at laft to the good wo- 
man of Canaan ; 0 woman, great i thy 


faith 


or the Roſe of Sharon, | 247 | 
faith be it unte thee as thowwilt ; So, as| 
that her daughter was made whole} 
from that very hqure, Matth. 15.28. 
and as that good people of Gunza was 
blefſedly preſerved upon their loud- 
crying prayers, ſoyou alſoſhal be like- | 
wiſe moſt happily and wondertully 
delivered and made whole though 
not inthe ſame houre , when you will, | 
et moſt certarly when * God will, | * Fer God: 
which clauſe leadeth me to an other — 
rule which I muſt adde in the next |y life, | 
place. As for this I have-urged it ſo | 2nd ftill 
much the more, becauſe I know, ye | f*> he, 
medit moſt, and are like to gain by it | firreit ro 
moſt, the Lord giving a bleſſing. to | *verchy 
your endeavours and mine, which I| 51,4. 
humbly aad heartily crave at his mer- | ibid. 
citull hands. 
6. Again, as they that take bodily| 5 zu. 
Phyſick muſt have patience to waite 
rillit work, ſo you, having taken or 
applyed Chriſt , that moſt medicinall 
Roſe of $ha79n , and prayed molt pati- _ 
ently waite with blefled David, Pſal. 
40, 1. till he incline his eare unto you, 
and helpyou, For therefore it 1s writ- 
R 4 ren. | 
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ther, mine howre is nos yet come,namely, 
'|to turn water into wine, 79/7 2. 4. fo 
2. [that you muſt not be diſmaid ; though 
hedo not deliver you by and by from 


happily and joytfully in the Lords! 
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ten. He that beleeveth | namely in| 
Chrift, ſhall make no haſt * or muſt make 
»o haſt) namely , ®out of impatience, 
ſoas to © flie as one tranſlates the * ori- 
ginall, Eſa. 28. x6. and hence itisthat 
one of the ancient , who by 
bleſſed mans, Pal. 1. x. underftandeth' 
Chrift himſelt obſerveth in him well, 
that heis atree of life bringing forth 
his ftuit in due ſeaſon, werſ. 3. *that 
is, in his own time, which himſelf cals 
his © houre ,' laying to his bleſſed mo-! 


your fins, and crofſes, when you cry, 
concluding that he will never help or 


heale you, becauſe he an{wers not your | 


expectation , when you would. No, | 
butas good old Simesn waited a long | 
time for the conſolation of Ifrae], till 
he met his much defired Saviour,moft 


Temple, where alfo he did embrace 
him with the moſt heartie and dear- ' 
eſt embraces of his tendereft affettion ' 


_ both 
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Davids | 
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both in the arms of his blefſed bedy, 
and with the arms of his moſt precious 
faith , having been formerly afſured 
by adivine revelation from the ſpirit | 7 For the 
of God', that he ſhovld not ſeedeath al hi_es: 
before he had ſeen the Lord Chrift, | in weighe | 
Luk.2,26. ſo'you are to waite in like |?" wow off; 
manner for that conſfolition, eafe, and | hv jike- | 
help, which you do or ſhall defire, rill! v:ic »p- 
Chriſt ſenditinhis owntime, having | P22 | 
been heretofore ſufficiently promiſed | malic of 
inthe like manner , that ſooner or la-| &*<c, and 
taith and 
ter before you be unmanned by death, | comfort, 
anddiffolved , you ſhall have as much | iawardly 
help from the Lord Chrift as is need- | (99% ct 
fulland * convenient for you, which | oy aw 
ſecuritie or promiſe ought to content | 4: 4. and a 
. £ . | mcalure of 

you. Andtheretore I ſay again waite: | ,,,mn 
For the viſion.s yet for an appointed time, | bleflings 
but in the end it ſhall ſpeak , and not lye, | OY 
though it tarry, waite for it, becauſe it will | wat 
ſurely come, it will not tarry , faith God; zv. 8. 
himſelf, not I, Habak. 2. 3. 

It youaske me what time the Lord 
doth uſually help. 

I a»ſwer. 1. When you nced his help 


moſt, being ready tolink, M 7.8. 24.26.: 


 —_—_ ———_——— 
- 


2. When ® 


7. Rulc, 


Solut. 
r. Duct. 
ON, 


2. DireRi- 


on, 


| The excelengyof Chrift, 


G————_— 


2. Whenyouare mot fit torit, be- 


ing humbled, Eſa. 57. x5. Sothat ac. 
cordingly you may expect his help 
ſooner, or later. 

7. Asthey that take corporall Phy- 
ſick keep their chamber, ſo muſteve. 


Chriſt the Roſe of Sharor , as ſpirituall 
Phyfick tor the good of his poor ſoul. 
Keepe the chamber or cloſet of his 
heart withalldiligence,as it 1s written, 
Keep thy heart with all ailigence, or with 
all * cuſtodie and watchfulneſſe, as the 
originall more emphatically import- 
eth, Prov. 4. 23. Keeping faſt your 
doores, I meane your ſenſes, and not 
ſuffering any cold or infectious aireto 
COME in, 

It you aske me how ſhall we doto 
keepe our hearts thus with all dili- 
gence *? 

1 anſwer. 1. Stopping every little 
hole or occaſion that may let in the 
leaſt coldneſle. 

2. Keep faſt your doores, that is, 
your ſenſes nor ſufferingany coldnefle 


ry one of you taking, or having taken | 


—_— 


orinfeRious aire , that is, infecting 


objects of 


SOOT 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 251 
objedsor mattersto come,inlob 38.1. 
Pſal. 39.1. 

3. Pray God to aflift you herein, as | 3. Direai- 
Daviddid, ſaying, Set awatch, © Lord, |*** | 
before my month,keep the doore of my lips. 
You may ſay moreover , keepe mine 
eyesalſo, 6 Lord , andthe dgores of 
mine cares, and watch my heart that 
I mayneither take a cold, nor any o- 
ther infeion.I humbly beſeech thee. 
| 4. If thoſe domeftikes, that are | 4. Dircai- 
withtheeinthe chamber, that 1s, thoſe | ** 
fintull motions, whichare * bredinthe | + ,a,ar, 
heart, do offer to open thy doores| 15-19. 
and to go out,and foto ler inthe cold- 
neſſe and infeRion, which ever fol- 
loweththem, r. obſerve. 2. queſtion. 
| 3: check. and 4.reſtraine them forth- 
with, andſuffer them not to range ſo 
like Dina, Ger. 34. 1. and to goinand 
out. Nay, 5. ſhut them out of your 
doores quite , and let them ſtay or 
lodge no longer within you, remem- 
bring the words of the Lord , Jer. 4+ 
14.How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge 
within thee, orbeſoapproved, tolera- 
ted, entertained , as gueſts that are 

moft! 
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Laſtigatus | 
met Chryſ” | 


| Whole 


root is 


Pernoftare, 

boſpitari,ma- 
aere, Come 

$29r4/ 8, 


2 Rule, . 


'r Fire, 

* Nampe- 
benuam 
ſernpe? tt- 


quam bn ge | 
Dune ig» 
nem cadet, 
ſemper boc 


hom, g. ad 

pop. Artic. 
P 48. | 
2 Fire, | 


I EA 46 


| The excellency of Chrip, 


moſt welcome, and areeven intreated 
to ſtay day after day,night after night, 
and ſo-do ſtay, and continue with the 


molt {ignificantly imply ſo much, and 
more too, then I can well expreſfe 
here, ow have expreſſed heretofore, 
rouching the ſame matter in the fe- 
cond generall uſe upon another oc- 
calion, | 

| Laftly, Taking or having taken 
Chriſt that moſt medicinall and ope- 
rative Roſe of Sharon , you are as pati- 
ents tokeepcloſe tothe fire, or rather 
to three feverall fires; by 

x. Fhinking mich and often on 
that moſt formidable fire of hel which 
fhall never goout, Eſa. 66. 24. * That 
fo you may keep down your bodtes of fin, | 
as Paul did, x Corinth. 9.27. being ever | 
moſt carefull ro be even univerſally | 
obfequious and obedient toGods fa- | 
cred Law. 

2. By muſing ever on the word of 
truth and promiſe, with holy David, | 
Pſal. 119. 97. as anotherfire , wich | 
alfo ſhall never go out, /er:2m. 23. 29. | 


entertainer, as the * originall doth |. 


1 Pet, | 


__—— Cs 


m—_ 


| _ , or#he Roſe of Sharos. | 253 


{1 Fet. 1.23, thatfo it may like a pillar 
of fire conduCt you ately thorow the 
great and terrible wilderneſle of this 
men-devouring world into the cele- 
ftiall Canaan, not ſuffering you either 
to ſtumble againſt the ftone of ftumb- 
ling and rock of offence, which is 
Chrift, accidentally, x Per, 2.8. or to 
wander totally and finally out of the 
way of Gods commandements , Pſal. 
I19. 6. 9.105. and may likewiſe warme 
your faint and fickly ſouls , when they 
begin to coole, blazing and flaming, 
asSit were, about your heads, & hearts, 
and vibrating, or ſending forth now 
this, then that moſt ſweer and preci- 
ous promiſe. Befides a number of o- 
ther holy truths and paſſages , like ſo 
many hot burning rs of fire, 
whereby your cooling brains and 
breaſts may be re-heated, and're- 
enlivened, andſo conſequently moſt 


— 7 


| 


blefſedly re-enabled to hold out and} 
and to perſevere untotheend, inthe! 
metaphyſicalland ſupernaturall taking | 
of the moſt effeCtuall Roſe of Sharon, | 
2 Pet. X. 19. 


- - SOR SE. 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


3. By holding forth alſo your very 
heads and hearts againſt that evef 
burning fire , which is God himſelf 
bleſſed for ever, Hebrews 12. 19. and 
bathing your raviſhed and aſpiring 
thoughts even moft delicioufly and 
frequently in the hotte burnin | 
flames, or manifeftation of that —_ 
holy and everliving efſence , evenas 
ablefſed Martyr, being condemned 
tobe burntalive , did even bathe his 
hands in the flames of fire, to evi- 
dence and todeclire the unconceiva- 
ble and unexpreflable delight and 
joy which he tooke and felr in the 
midſt of the fire, ſo do you in like 
manner manifeſt and ſhew forth your 
inexplicable delight and ſoul-raviſh- 
ing content, which you take in God 
and Chrift, by ſo thinking upon God 
much ang ofren, yea, ever with * 70. 
ſeph, and * David: that ſo you may 
be ever afraid, as loſeph was, to fin 

oft his Sacred Majeſtie, Geneſis 
39- 9- and alſo may be ever warme 
and fire-hot, as it were, in aftecti- 


| 


on, bur then eſpecially , when you | 
| do 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. | 


do take and apply, or have taken 
that moſt ſweet, moſt fragrant, moſt 
pleaſant , moſt operative , and falu- 
tiferous Roſe of Sharon Chriſt Jeſus, 
our moſt deare and bleſſed Sa- 
viour, to be adored and 
magnified for ever 
and ever, 


\ 
] 


1, Q. In what ſenſe Chriſts people is (aid to be 
purged from _ : 


meets 
TheC outents, 


SECTION. 1. 


T Hat Chriſt is like a Roſe in Sharon Field , is mani-> | 
felted by fixe grounds drawn from his, 


("t. Operation or hidden yertues, 
| 2, Blood-ſhed, 


3. Fragrancie, 

4. Suffcring in the field, 
d 5. Openneſle. : 
| 6, Intention to draw his Spouſe into the fied 


co fight, 
7. Excellencie ingenerall, 
| 8, Pleaſancneffe inſpeciall, 
Lo. Fervengy of Loye, 
Two Queries reſolved. 
SECTION, Ih 
Informesus of Chriſts, 
1, Fairenefle. 
2, VicfuMnefle. 
3. Deſficeablenefle. | 
SECTION. III. 


Satisfa&ion for the couſciences of Chrifts people, 
who may know that Chriſt isinchem; 
1. By the mightineſſe of his Roſc-like purg» 
ing z where . 
1. An objeRion is anſwered, 
4 2. Two Queſtions reſolved. 


2. Q. How | 


The Contents. 


2. Q. How one may know that his evill thoughts 
axe ſo purged, as thatthey do.not reign ; 
: *Cletred" 
By fix Evidences. , 
2, By the ſweet Saviour of Chrilt, 


SECTION, IIIL. 


Convi&idn for the conſdences of ſuch as want 
Chriſt , who may know it by the ill ſayour 
of their | 

1, Works, 

þ Words. 

3. Thoughts, 
SECEIOMN VV. 


Matter of feare for ſuch as rejeR Chriſt , having 
no cloak for their fig, ſeeing Chriſt is (o 
faire, where is ſhewed 
5 :. What Chriſt may ſay to them on that 


day. 
2, What they are like to ſay of him again, 


SECTION, VI. 


Matter of ſhame for careleſſe and looſe Chriſti. 
ars,who are ſofoule, whereas Chriſt is lo faire 
maniteſtingit borh : 

ct. Athome, 
T 2. Abroad bringing raoſt foule, 
Ii. Mouthes. - 
» Hands, 
3. Hearts into Godsowa houſe, 


SECTION VII, 


Comfort for Chriſts people ſet forth, 
3 t« By rwo refemblances, 


more comfortable Chriſt is then any Roſe. 


2, By five diſproportiong , ihewing how farre 


4: Obie" 


Pe EEE 


4. Needfulneſſe in regard of the liſe, 


T he Contents. 


4. Objections anſwered by (eyerall yery necdfull 
diftinaQions and Salutions, 


SECTION. VIII. 


4 + mms ro ſuck as want Chriſt to ſeeke 
im 2 A. 
1, In the Law, 
2+ In the Golpel, 


SECTION, IX, | 


Faith muſt be gotten as a hand for the raking of | 
Chriſt, who himſelf mult work it; | 
3. Bybis Word, 

2, By his Spirit. 


SECTION, X. 


Chriſt muſt be ſought ſpeedily , as Roſes inche 
Summcr, whey they may be had b:tore, 
Either you may be taken from the means, 
or the means from you, 


SECTION. XL 


Foure grounds which ſhould draw men toChril? 
to take him. 


L 


| 


{ x, His Roſe like ſweetnefle, 

2, Dclighttulnefle appearing. 
1, In his perſon. 

| wy Titles, beiag called 

" H 1, Light, 


2. A Saviour, 


Q 3. Salvation, 


4+. A Bridegroome. 
5. AFPriend. 
3. Lovinghefſe, manife{ted by the effufion of his 
precious blood , which makes him as red as 
' a Roſe, 


ene ee eee ar ee . Y,.... OE OY. DT EPS 
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| 


i. Naturall, 
$« Spiriruall for 
31. Mortifcation, 
I. SanRifcation, 
2. Conſolation. 
2, Etern.]], 


SECTION. XII. 


Sixe Impediments that keep men from Chriſts are 
to be removed 2 
I. Blindneſfſe. 
2. Block:ſhnefle, 
3. Baſcnefle, 
4. Brutiſhnefſe, 
5. Bitterncle, 
3 6. Buſineſfle, 
All founded and grounded upen the Rofce Meta- 
phor or ſfimile uſed in the Text. 
| Of Blindneſle in ſpeciall , for the removeall 
| whereof men are called upon. 
1. Toprayto Chriſt for illumination, 
) 2. Chritt is compared with thoſe things which 
vain men doſo preferre before Chriſt , who 
is ſer forth by nine properties, For, 


Ct. He is moſt comely. 
| z. Moſt valiant and trong. 
2. Moſt Rich. 
| 4. Moſt Wiſe, 
Nine pro- | 5, Mott Harmleſie, 
perties of I 6, Molt Pluaſant, 
Chriſt, { 7: Moſt Sure, 
8 Moſt Sublime, 
| Moſt Concupiſcible and contents- 
tive : all drawn our of Cant. 5. 10, 


[_ T1,12,13,14,15,16. 
Whereas thoſe things which are ſo valued aboye 


Chriſt are: 


Cee NE Nine | 
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:. Muit Foulec. 

2, Muſt weake, 
3+ —_ Poore, 

ne Dif. | 4+ Moſt Fooliſh, 
w_ < 5. Moſt Hurtfull, 
| 6, Moſt Bitter. 


7 Moſt Vncertaine, 
8, Moſt Low and Baſe. 
Ly Meſt Vanſatisfable, 


SECTION, XIII, 


Of Blockiſhnefle to be removed, by a 
I, Frequent, 
\ 2. Serious conſideration of our laſt ſicknefſe,when 
this Foſe of Shazoa, will ftand us more in- 
} fteed then all Roſe waters, or Cordials what» 
ſoever, 


SECTION. XIIII. 


Of Baſenefle the third lett , which is to be remo- 
yed by an exa&t 
,\ I. Ranſacking of our hearts, 
2, Ripping up of our lives, words , and 
actions, 


SECTION. XV. 


Of Brutiſhnefle the fourth lett , which muſt be 
removed by 

1, A retiring of our ſelves from all meat 

and drink,and other pleaſant things for 

a ſeaſon. | 

- 2. By reaſoning. | 


SEC TION, XVI. 


Of Birternefle the fift lett, which we may re- 
move by comparing the birternefles, which are | 


ſaid to attend Chriſt and thoſe that chuſe and 
. S 3 take 
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take Chrift with the ſweerncfies and contforrs 
of Chriſt. | 


SECIION. XVIL. 


Of Bufineſle the ſixc let, which concerneth world. 

ly men and women, who mult 

1, Leave all bufinefle for a times 
2+ Think ſeriouſly of chat maine bulineNe, which 
doth (o ncerely concerne themgey' n the chu- 
ling and taking of this moſt delicious and 

eedtull Ro: of” Sharon, 

A Finall exhortation co a ſerions removing af all 
theſe fix Tmpediments, and an earneſt and 


the Roſe of Sharon. 
SECTION. XVIII. 
An exhortation to Gods people to be more or 
U 


Chrift ( wholike a Role isſo delightfull, uſe 
and defireable) then ever they were 
1, By a happy under-valuing of all earthly things 
} in compariſon of Chriſt ; for 
2 Reſpets, 
2. By a holy willingnefle to be with Chrift, 
Ci, Pere, 
C1. In the Word preached. 
| 2, Atand in the myſterious adminiftration 
and participation of the blefſed Sacra- 
ment of his Sacred Supper, 
| 3. In Prayer, 
4 5 4 Inthereading of his own Sacred Book. 
| 5. Inthe reading of ſuch good books, 2s are 
written of bim by holy men, 
| 6, In his beft beloved people, converſing 
with them as with Chriſt, whole Image 


2, Hereafter, 


| C they beare, and memvers they are : 
L 


3. By 


painfull labouring for, and ſeeking after Chriſt 
| 


| 
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oh By a mightic care ro keep him ſtill, "D 
I. By a holy andperpetuall recordation and 
; mindfulnefle of him. 


d. By a ſweet and comfortable feeling of his 
racious preſence intheir blefſed ſouls. 
Dueft. Whar it he will be gone can we keep him, 
Anſw. You may keep him , as you keep Roſes 
with [ugar. 
1, Wich ſugarcd and ſweer thoughts. 
3 2. Words, 
Zo" Works, 


SEC TION. XIX<. 


Chriſts people ſhould be willing to make more uſe 
of Chriſt,(who is ſo uſefull beipg like a Roſe) 
then ever they did. 


SECTION. XX. 


Chriſt is to be made uſe of, in 
25. Calesſer down in order. 


SECTION. X XI, 


Eight Phyſical) Rules to be obſerved,in and about 
the ©: king of Chriſt , as the onely moſt Sove. 
rair K »{« or medicine , ordained of God for 
fin-1w.s Souls, 


Ps: 10, 1.14,C41ut,1.10. read, Cart, F.10.p.13.1. $.next. 
r, text.p. 34.1.1 4, I now not.r. I knozy not. r. p.29. 1.26, 
| ratherto be farther. r. rather to be wiſhed farther, p 3 4+ 
T. z5.notwithſtanding,is,r. which notwithſtanding it is,p. 48. 
F. 18. in all eternitie,r. to all eternitie, p.5 3.1, 10, degree, rc, 
decree.p, 58.1. 1.he ſpeaks,r.he ſpake. p. 79. 1, 11, for them. r, 
for chat, p.83.1 22.after Chriſt. r. afcer Chriſt may ſpeed, p. 
94.[.18.you. r. yea.p. «24.1.24, He moſt.r. he is moſt. p.x 50. 
þ.9. combine.r.combincd, p, 1 51.1. 4. breath. r. breach. p. 15 3- 
L 24. remain, r. remove p.156.1. 24. Lot.r. let.p.193.1.17, 
returne.r, returnes, p. 175, L.1. floweth, r. blowerh. p.18g9. 
L 13. andhimsr,of him. p. 193. 1. 18. for himſckfe, -r. for he 
himſelfe.p. «93.1.1 t.runs, r.is. p,198.1 22, aretobe.r.is to 
p. 200, |. 2, cannot. r, nor cannot ibid. 1. 4. breathes, r, | 
' panteth.p. 203.1, i6,r. Deiric p.318.1.3. r.to be obſerved-p, 
333.1.13, another of, r. another matter of. p. 225, 1, 29. ad- 
/ lmired,r. admireth, ibid. 22. he cryeth,r, and crycth, p, 330, 
EL 25, in the,r, in that p.248.1,7. mans,r.man. 
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for thoſe that are without, and 
for thoſe that are in Chriſt, 


Who are thereby inſtrufted how they 
. mult be fitted to apply Chriſt 
unto themſclves. 
In 25 Caſcs upon that excellent Text in 
CanT. 3. te - | 
1 am the Roſe of Sharon, © 
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